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“The New Neighbor” 

There have been moments in my life where the presence of God is so palpable....moments when 
everything seems just right....moments that you want to hold on to forever. Moments that are bigger 
than me....moments where God intersects my life and I know it.  

Those moments are intoxicating. They are incredible and exciting. But almost as soon as they 
come....they go. You know that what you just experienced was straight from throne of God and all you 
want is to hold that moment forever.  

For a little while, all seems right in the world...not your circumstances...but your soul. Deep inside 
you know God is present and you know He has touched you.  

I often think back to those moments and wonder why I can't have more of them. I long to 
experience more and to be more aware of the Spirit of God in my life.  

I find myself t be jealous of people like Moses. Talk about a moments with God.  
Moses encountered God in a very real and tangible way. And it seemed to happen frequently. He 
carried on a dialogue with God and God showed up, it seems, all the time.  

God spoke and called Moses to lead His people out of Egypt. God spoke and plagues followed. 
God spoke and the sea split, manna fell from heaven.... 

But then...Moses encounter with God....became deeply intimate. His encounters with the Father 
became a foreshadowing of the Messiah to come.  

Moses entered into the presence of God to the point that his face literally glowed. And yet, 
God tells us that we have the same access to Him that Moses had if not better. We can enter 
straight into the Holy of Holies....so I wonder...Why doesn't my face glow?  

We will get to that later in the series...but it all started...because God had a crazy idea.  

The Israelites have been set free from Egypt. They are wandering in the desert...Ok they are whining 
their way through the desert. Moses is their leader. They have camped outside a mountain now called 
Mt Sinai.  

Exodus 19:9 (ESV) 9 And the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the 
people may hear when I speak with you, and may also believe you forever.”  

Time out.....God's don't do this. God's don't come to us...we go to them. God's don't decide to just 
come meet with us....we have to do all kinds of things to stir up the gods to notice us. They don't 
come to us...They live up on mountains or in clouds.....What kind of God do the Jews have?  

We don't understand how radical this was at the time. First the idea that there is only one 
God...One God who created everything....was completely foreign. The Egyptians had tons of 
gods....so did the Greeks and the Romans.  
Second, they don't come here just to hang out. They don't want to be with people...they are 
gods...they live up on Mt Olympus.  
The God of Israel has been speaking to Moses....arranging plagues....splitting the sea...you 
know...doing what Gods do. But now, God seems to be spending more and more time interacting 
with these chosen people.  
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Now God tells Moses...I don't want to just talk to you...I want to talk to everyone.  Why? So that the 
people will believe Moses. God it turns out is preparing the people of Israel to receive His Ten 
Commandments. The people needed to know that He is THEIR God. Not just Moses' God. He is 
beginning to interact with them like no other God they have ever seen.  

But there is a problem. They are unworthy to be in the actual presence of God. God is Holy and 
they are not even close. I want to make sure that we recognize from the very start....that the 
entire Tabernacle and Temple of God existed for one purpose...To allow unholy sinful people to 
approach a Holy God. Everything in the Tabernacle exists to prepare man to approach God 
without dying. We have no business...being anywhere near Him.... 

The gap is so great look at what they had to do...to just see the cloud of His presence and hear 
His voice. They are not going up on Mt Sinai. They are staying at the bottom to hear Him call 
Moses up. They will not see God...just the cloud of His presence.   

Exodus 19:9–11 (ESV) 10 the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today 
and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments 11 and be ready for the third day. For on the 
third day the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 

Woa...it takes three days to prepare for the arrival of God in a cloud. Two days of 
consecration...setting themselves aside...two Sabbath days really...focusing on nothing but 
themselves and God....No sexual relations....Wash your garments...prepare your heart...get 
clean...get ready for the third day....For on the third day God is coming down from the 
mountain. But it doesn't stop there.  

Exodus 19:12–13 (ESV) 12 And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, ‘Take care not 
to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to 
death. 13 No hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall 
not live.’ When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain.” 

Holy land. Don't touch the mountain of God. It is consecrated. Touch the Holiness of God and 
you die. No exceptions.  

Exodus 19:14–15 (ESV) 14 So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and consecrated 
the people; and they washed their garments. 15 And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third 
day; do not go near a woman.” 

So they got ready....as ready as they can get for the arrival of Holy God.  
Exodus 19:16 (ESV) 16 On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a 
thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp 
trembled. 

Have you ever seen a dog shake in fear during one of our thunderstorms? That a good image of 
what the word trembled means in Hebrew. To literally vibrate in fear.  

Exodus 19:17–18 (ESV) 17 Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they 
took their stand at the foot of the mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because 
the Lord had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the 
whole mountain trembled greatly. 
Exodus 19:20–22 (ESV) 20 The Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And 
the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.  
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Exodus 24:15–18 (ESV) 15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. 16 The glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And 
on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of 
the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 
people of Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on 
the mountain forty days and forty nights. 

Moses sat in the midst of the cloud...did you catch this...six days...nothing spoken by God. Six 
days of silence in the presence of God.  

The Lord called Moses out of the cloud to the top of the mountain. Can you imagine how powerful 
that moment must have been for the Israelites? Moses had spoken to God frequently but now 
they have heard from God as well. Surely they are prime to do whatever God instructs them to do.  

Yet in a short time...these same people....will abandon Moses and build an idol to worship. 
Leading to the second copy of the Ten Commandments and an awareness that God is a God of 
forgiveness and mercy.  
We often think that if God would just reveal Himself to us that we would immediately become 
obedient and sold out....probably not true. We have to be constantly reminded of the presence 
and holiness of God.  
The Israelites would soon be leaving Mt Sinai....off to wander in the desert. But the presence of 
God was up on the mountain. What will happen when they leave the mountain? How can they 
capture this moment with God so that they will not keep forgetting His presence and Holiness? 

 Moses frequently listened to God, spoke with God, and sat in the presence of God. This next verse 
is why I am so jealous of Moses.   

Exodus 33:11 (ESV) 11 Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his 
friend.  

Exodus 34:28 (ESV) 28 So he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights. He neither ate 
bread nor drank water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten 
Commandments. 

Exodus 34:29 (ESV) 29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the 
testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin 
of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 

Every time Moses spoke with God, his face lit up and he had to wear a veil over it to keep from 
freaking out people.  

The people we afraid of Him because they were afraid of God.  
Exodus 20:18–21 (ESV) 18 Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of 
lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid 
and trembled, and they stood far off 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will 
listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, 
for God has come to test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” 
21 The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was. 
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Don't miss what Moses says here. God showed you His presence....He gave you just a 
glimpse of His holiness and glory....He wanted to make sure that you knew you don't belong 
anywhere near Him on your own. Why did He put fear in them? So that they may not sin. 
Once we forget the presence and holiness of God....we will sin.  

I often think about Moses as he descended down Mt Sinai....what was he thinking. He had been in 
the presence of God...So much so that his face was literally shining....can you imagine what his heart 
was doing? 

As he is walking down the mountain....entering back into the reality that is his world...I think he 
had to be wondering....How do I hold on to what just happened to me? How do I take this Mt Sinai 
moment with me? What must I do to stay in the presence of God? 

I get a momentary glimpse of the presence of God in my life and it is all that I want. I can't 
imagine Moses being in the presence of God one on one for 40 days and then realizing that 
moment must come to an end. And then having to leave the presence of God to come back to 
lead the Israelites.  
As Moses descended from Mt Sinai, he had to be wondering....We are headed to the promised 
land. We must leave Mt Sinaia. I have been closer to God than ever before.....How do I 
remember what I have experienced? How do the people remember Him? How do we take His 
presence with us? 
Moses didn't have to wait very long to find out answers to these questions.  

Exodus 25:1–9 (ESV) 1 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a 
contribution. From every man whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. 3 And 
this is the contribution that you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, 4 blue and purple and 
scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, goats’ hair, 5 tanned rams’ skins, goatskins, acacia wood, 6 oil for the 
lamps, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7 onyx stones, and stones for setting, for 
the ephod and for the breastpiece. 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. 
9 Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall 
make it. 

Notice a few points for future sermons...God only asked those whose hearts were moved to give...to 
give. He did not want any part of His house funded by those whose hearts were not moved.  

Second...note that God is very specific about what is to be received. From the very beginning...God 
ordains the building of this temple with His specifications...He did not say, Have them give money 
and we will figure out what we need along the way...He knew exactly what was required...from gold, 
silver and bronze all the way down to the three presses of oil.  

Only God knew what would be required for sinners to be in His presence. He had to build the 
tabernacle to very specific specifications. Their sin had to be dealt with as they entered....before 
getting to the Holy Place.  
But it turns out that there was an even more important reason....The Tabernacle that God 
directed Moses to build was actually a replica of the original.  

Hebrews 8:5 (NIV) 5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. 
This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: “See to it that you 
make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” 
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Then God tells them what I believe is one of the most incredible verses in the Bible. Something so 
unheard of that Moses must have been taken aback. Something that we so easily gloss over even 
today.  

Brace yourself...get ready...Here it comes... 
Exodus 25:8 (ESV) 8 And let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst. 

Excuse me....God....Did you say that you are moving in with us? Can you clarify that for us?  
God's don't move in and live in the midst of people. They live in the heavens...they live on Mt 
Olympus...they don't live on earth...If they did live on earth they would live on top of the highest 
mountain...in a temple... 

What kind of God are you? You walked with our ancestors in the Garden of Eden...You were with 
them...Adam and Eve walked with you in the cool of the afternoon...in the garden...But they 
sinned and you left. You were too holy to stay there. They were too unclean.  Honestly, they didn't 
deserve to have a holy God in their midst...and we are far worse sinners than they are.  

God the story of Abraham, Isaac, Esau, Jacob, Joseph and the Twelve Son...it reads like a bad 
romantic book full of sin...And God..we have been enslaved Egypt for several hundred years and 
our demonstration of faith in you in the desert has been..lets just say...unimpressive. In 
addition, you just showed up in a cloud and everyone freaked out. We are too unholy for you to 
dwell here. We can't stay consecrated....there is nothing we can do to be clean enough for your 
presence. It took 3 days to get ready last time....how in the world can you dwell with us? 

God....you...the Holy One...The Righteous One...The Eternal One....The God who always was and 
always will be....The God who flooded the world and saved Noah...The God who ordained the 
plagues....instigated the Passover...Split the Red Sea...Appeared on Mt. Sinai...Gave Moses the Ten 
Commandments...The one who gave us the covenant of Abraham....and the Covenant of 
Moses....You are moving in?...with us? 

You are too Holy to be among people. You are too worthy to be among the unworthy. What kind 
of place is worthy of you?  

Why would you want to come and be with us?  
Let this reality soak in a bit. God wanted to dwell with the people who had rejected Him. He chose 
Abraham's descendants...He made a covenant...and now after years and years of complete and totally 
disobedience...God says....I want to come dwell with you. I want to be in your midst...I want to go 
where you go...I want to experience what you experience...You see...you are my bride and I am your 
husband. I have chosen to love you...it is unconditional...and now I am not going to just appear on Mt 
Sinai with you....I am coming to be with you. You see I am Immanuel. God with you.  

I believe God's decision to live among His people is one of the greatest examples of selfless love in 
the Scriptures. The main reason I believe that God came to us...is because He truly does love us. You 
always want to be with the ones you love.  

When God told Moses to begin building a sanctuary for Him...He had just given them the 10 
commandments...They really didn't have much of a chance to show their obedience. God came to 
them before they could do anything on their own. He came while they were sinners...before they 
even really understood the Law...to show how much He loved them. This will foreshadow the 
coming Messiah who will also come to sinners....just because He loves them.  
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Up until this point...God has acted a lot like other gods. He was up in Heaven...occasionally interacting 
with man....occasionally stirring up events...but for the most part just bringing punishment, judgement 
and wrath.  

Remember that Moses has just left Egypt...Just saw the powerful judgment arm of God unleashed 
on Pharaoh ten times.  

He had followed the cloud by day and the fire by night...but those were heavenly things. The sea 
was split in two...Manna fell from heaven...water came out of rocks...but those too were all god 
kind of things to do.  

Moses' mind must have been on turbo charge. How can Holy God live among disgusting, rebellious, 
sinful humans? Moses has spent a lot of time leading the Israelites...and he has spent a fair amount of 
time in the presence of God. These two worlds don't easily mesh. How can God come to dwell with 
them and remain Holy? 

God tells Moses that He will be building a Sanctuary. PHOTO 1  Translation of two Hebrew words, 
kodesh and mikdosh, both of which are derived from the verb “to be clean” and/or “to be holy.” There is 
a sin problem between man and God. It is huge. We grossly underestimate His holiness...and in doing so 
underestimate the problem of our sin. If God took one step in their midst without a sanctuary...they 
would all die. Just like they could not step on the mountain....it is too holy for them.  

Sanctuary refers to the place where God appeared and/or dwelt as indicated by the presence of the 
ark. God’s Word was kept there and issued forth from it.   

Previous to this moment, the ancestors had places of worship but no actual sanctuary. This is the 
first reference to sanctuary and it speaks of it as a symbol of God’s dwelling among his people and 
ruling over them from within it.  

God was moving toward those He loves. He is going to build a place for himself in the center of 
their lives. His place will be the centerpiece of their neighborhood. Everywhere they go they will 
see the place where God dwells.  

Every nation that sees them will see the Sanctuary of their God. Nations will see that the God of 
Jews is a personal God...a God who dwells in the center of their midst. A God like not other God.  

There is something critical for us to understand here as we begin this series.  
We tend to think of the Tabernacle or Temple as a Big Church Building. We put our 21st Century 
mind into it.  

Somehow we picture all the Jewish People singing Psalms, Reading Scriptures, and basically having 
a church service.  

Get that image out of your head. It is not scriptural. They sang hymns on the way to the temple, 
yes they read from the Holy Scriptures but usually in the synagogues out in the cities not the 
temple. The temple has and always has had only one function and one purpose.  
Here is your big point of the day. The Tabernacle exists to allow sinful humans to approach a 
Holy God.  

It is first and foremost a place to deal with our sin than it was a place to worship. The 
Pilgrimage Feasts and all the other Feasts were based on bringing sacrifices to God. Shedding 
blood to pay for and cover sins. Purifying and washing in order to prepare to interact with 
God.  
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Burnt offerings, grain offerings, peace offerings, sin offerings, guilt offerings....it was a place 
of clean and unclean animals...purification rituals, disease cleansing..... 
It was a place for the Feasts....Passover, Firstfruit....Feast of Weeks....Feast of 
Trumpets...Day of Atonement....Feast of Tabernacles.... 
It is a place where incense is constantly burned as an offering. Where lamps are kept 
burning at all times.  
What do all these things have in common? They are OFFERINGS....OFFERINGS From Sinful 
People who want to get closer to God. The one things you knew in the Tabernacle was that 
you were unworthy because of your Sin.  

The Tabernacle was not a church service....it was all about Holiness and Sin.  
But Moses must have wondered....how are we going to build a place for you amongst us...we are a 
nomadic people..wandering through the desert...we move from place to place to find water...to find 
the promised land. What kind of place could we possibly build that could contain you? You seem to 
belong on Mt Sinai....but down here with us?  

This would have to be a portable place for God...one that could move with them as they move. 
Notice this place for God is not up on some high Mt Olympus. It is right there among the people. 
They had a word for portable sanctuaries....Tabernacle. 

The tabernacle was the precursor of the temple, a portable sanctuary in keeping with the demand 
for easy mobility, it was the symbol of God’s presence with his people, and, therefore, of his 
availability, as well as a place where His will was communicated  

The Tabernacle is an incredible foreshadowing of the relationship that God wants to have with 
His people. He doesn't wait for them to get to the Promised Land...Doesn't wait for them to 
build an elegant perfect permanent temple...Doesn't wait until all of their problems are 
solved....He jumps down in the mess of their sinful world with them.  Their sin issues separates 
them but it doesn't defeat them. God loves us and God will build a way for us to be with Him. 
Sin has been a problem for us....it has never been a problem for God.  

We are going to learn that this tabernacle is one of the most powerful prophetic images of the 
Messiah in the Old Testament. I can't with to share with you the power of the Tabernacle and 
what it reveals about God.  
The Tabernacle that is being built is just a foreshadowing of the temple to come and the 
eventual home of the Holy Spirit on earth...in believers. We will get to all of that...but first we 
must learn a bit about this place that God is building.  

 “The tent” occurs 19 times and is also found in expressions such as “the tent of the testimony” (Nm 
9:15), “the tent of the Lord” (1 Kgs 2:28–30), “the house of the tent” (1 Chr 9:23), and “the tent of 
meeting” (e.g., Ex 33:7). The last name appears approximately 130 times. The word involves the 
concept of meeting by appointment and designates the tabernacle as the place where God met with 
Moses and his people to make known his will. 

Numbers 9:15–16 (ESV) 15 On the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the 
tabernacle, the tent of the testimony. And at evening it was over the tabernacle like the appearance 
of fire until morning. 16 So it was always: the cloud covered it by day and the appearance of fire by 
night. 
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PHOTO 2 Exodus 33:8–11 (ESV) 8 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise 
up, and each would stand at his tent door, and watch Moses until he had gone into the tent. 9 
When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the 
tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses. 10 And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud 
standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise up and worship, each at his tent 
door. 11 Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When 
Moses turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, would not 
depart from the tent. 

Now Moses had experienced both extremes more than any human alive at the time. the Holiness of God 
and the depravity of man. He knew how difficult it would be for man to be in the presence of God. Yet 
because He loved them, God decided to set up a place in the center of their camp where He could dwell 
with them.  

This Tabernacle would show the Israelites who He really is. Everything in it would be meticulously 
chosen for that purpose. God wanted them to understand His holiness. To understand how far they 
were from His standard. To realize the depth and consequences of their sins. God wanted His people 
to know Him....to know His holiness. to fear Him in reverence and to know His love for them.  

This House of God would have to be very special. Most of the Israelites would never enter into the 
inner sanctum where God dwells. They would need to understand Him from the outer courts. This 
Tabernacle would need to reflect the character and essence of God. Only the High Priest once each 
year could enter into the presence of God. Only through a very specific ritual and cleansing...only 
through the blood of sacrifice...and not because he could clean up enough and deserve to be there, 
but because through God's mercy He allowed it.  

As we study the Tabernacle in this series we are going to see once again that this book is all about 
Jesus. Every detail of the Tabernacle points to the coming Messiah and the salvation plan God has for 
fallen man. Everyone who visited the Tabernacle was aware of three things: God is Holy, They are not, 
and what they did to cleanse themselves is temporary.  

We are going to better understand what is required by Holy God in order for our sin nature to be 
destroyed. As we study the sacrifices, services and priesthood of the tabernacle we will better 
understanding God's plan of redemption/salvation of man.  

When we understand the Tabernacle, as sinful people, we begin to understand the holiness of 
God.  

Knowledge of the Tabernacle allows us to better understand the mission of Jesus, His role as 
both Lamb of God and High Priest for us and what is required of a Holy God to pay for our sins.  

The Tabernacle shows us how Holy God can manifest His grace and mercy to sinful people and 
remain holy.  

We gain a better understanding of the movement of the Holy Spirit...From Heaven...to the 
Tabernacle....To the Temple...To Pentecost...to our hearts.  We learn what dwelling really means. 
What abiding really means.  

Understanding the roles and responsibilities of the Priests help us as believers today because we 
now have that role. We are a nation of priests in Christ. 
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As we study the sacrificial system within the Tabernacle we gain insight into God's requirement 
for the shedding of blood to atone for sin, the shame of innocent animals dying, the power of 
innocent blood, and the manifestation of life in blood.  

As we understand the Law and the various sacrifices required for various sins, we gain a better 
understanding of God's view sin. All sins separate us from God, but not all sins carry the same 
weight with God. In particular, we see that some sins require a much higher sacrifice for 
atonement. And some sins require death.  

Finally the more we understand the Tabernacle, the more we gain insight into the Jewish 
writings in the Bible. Particularly books like Hebrews.  

Study God's House and you find yourself studying God. Learning what mattered most to Him....being 
amongst sinful people and solving their sin problem so that they could dwell with Him forever.  

Overview of the Tabernacle.  
So what does this Tabernacle look like? Most people are more familiar with the Temple of God in 
Jerusalem....the more permanent place....but we are going to spend this series looking at the 
original...the Tabernacle in the Wilderness and specifically how it foreshadows the Messiah to come.  
The Pattern 

The Tabernacle was actually an ingenious prefabricated structure that could be moved easily.  
It was the focal point of Israel's community and life. The Tabernacle was in the center of the camp. 
PHOTO 3   Immediately next to the Tabernacle were the living tents of the Priests and Levites 
along with Moses and Aaron. They were placed on each side of the structure and there were 
about 22,000 of them.  

The next ring around the structure were the people of each tribe of Israel. PHOTO 2 12 Tribes 
surrounding the Priests who surrounded the Tabernacle. The number of men according to the 
Book of Numbers is 603,550. Total population of the encapment somewhere between 2.5 and 3 
million people.  

Including the animals the encampment around the Tabernacle likely extended for 12 miles in 
each direction.  

Interestingly, the arrangement around the Tabernacle also was maintained as they moved from 
place to place.  

Video 
The Outer Court of the Tabernacle was 150 Feet Long and 75 Feet Wide. It was enclosed by a fine 
linen curtain that was 7.5 feet high. The gate on the East side only was 30 feet wide.   

The outside curtain was held in place by 60 Acacia Wooden Posts set 7.5 feet apart. Each topped 
with a bronze socket that connected cords to the ground via a bronze stake.  

Across the top from post to post is a silver bar that held the curtain in place through silver 
capital.  

As one entered from the East Gate, people were overwhelmed at the furnishings of gold and 
brass which were particularly reflective in the desert sun.  

The Brazen Altar stood in the outer court just inside the gate facing the Tabernacle.  
Sacrificial animals were offered here and their blood an immediate reminder of the price of sin 
and the cost of entering into the Holiness of God's presence.  
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Israelites could not come into God's presence without first sacrificing at the brazen altar.  
Note the transition as we move toward God. Blood....the water cleansing...then into the Holy 
Place 

The Bronze Laver stood between the Brazen Altar and the Tabernacle in the outer court.  
It is here that priests would wash their hands before entering.  

From the Laver, the Priest walked a few feet to the Tabernacle, drew back the curtain, and entered 
into the Holy Place. There he could have fellowship with God.  
The Tabernacle proper was 15 feet wide, 45 feet long, and 15 feet high. It was divided into two 
sections. The Holy Place 15x30 and the Holy of Holies 15 ft square.  

48 boards made up the walls each 15 ft long and 27 inches wide. They were covered with Gold and 
secured in silver bases. The boards were held together by five golden rods, four on the outside 
and one on the inside.  

The whole structure had four coverings...inner lining of fine embroidered linen...then woven 
goat hair covering the linen...then ram skin covering dyed red over the goat hair and finally 
waterproof porpoise skin was placed over the top.  
The Holy Place was entered through a hanging called the door..the Holy of Holies was entered 
through a veil.  

Three Pieces of Furniture inside the Holy Place 
1. Table of Showbread 

On the right side. 12 loves of bread on the table representing the 12 tribes of Israel. A meal 
offering to the Lord.  

2. Seven branched golden lampstand 
On the left.  

3. Altar of Incense 
Center right in front of the veiled Holy of Holies.  

Inside the Holy of Holies 
Ark of the Covenant- a rectangular box covered in gold inside and out.  

On top of the box stood two cheribum of God facing each other but looking down at the mercy 
seat with their wings spread over it. It was over the mercy seat and between the Cheribum 
where Priests would see the presence of God.  

Inside the Ark of the Covenant three objects. The golden pot containing manna, Aaron's rod 
that budded, and the tables of the Law.  

We will of course unpack all of these items in greater detail throughout this series. But for now just 
know that each one is placed there purposefully by God. To show us our need to be cleanses of sins.... 
and for the purpose of showing us God's permanent solution...the coming Messiah.  

Notice though a pattern that is very important. Sinful man is moving progressively toward Holy God.  
The first thing you see when you enter the Tabernacle is blood. Lots of it. Dead animals...dying 
animals...soon to be dying animals. Your sin comes with a cost and the cost is and always will be 
paid in blood.  

Next is a place of washing. Of cleansing...or purifying.  
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Then enter the Holy Place....A golden lampstand representing the light of God and the only thing 
that illuminates this place. The Show bread...one for each tribe of Israel. Showing that God 
provides the very bread of life. The Altar of Incense right in front of the Holy of Holies 
representing the prayers of the people as they rise up to God.  
The curtain....THE CURTAIN...that separates all who are sinful from God. A curtain that defines 
the Holiest of Places from places defiled. Holy ground like that on the mountain...death to any 
who enter who are unworthy.  
The Ark of the Covenant. The visual presence of God.  

The Purpose 
The Tabernacle built by Moses will serve the Israelites for about 500 years. It was a place for God to 
dwell with them and a place where His people could learn to commune with Him.  

Once of Man's greatest sins is idolatry and the presence of the Tabernacle reminded everyone that 
they served and worshiped the one true God. As they made their wanderings through the desert, it 
kept them as a reminder from the idols of the nations and people around them. It reminded them of 
who and Whose they are.  

Although the Tabernacle made God accessible to the Israelites, He was only approachable in 
Holiness. This was a key lesson for the Israelites. As sinful people they could just walk into the 
Holiness of God. Their sin was a huge separator for them...it must be dealt with...if they were to 
dwell with God... 

The structure and service of the Tabernacle showed sinful people how to approach Holy God.  
We learn about how to come before God in worship and service. They could approach God but 
burnt offerings are required... 

Exodus 29:42–46 (ESV) 42 It shall be a regular burnt offering throughout your generations at the 
entrance of the tent of meeting before the Lord, where I will meet with you, to speak to you there. 
43 There I will meet with the people of Israel, and it shall be sanctified by my glory. 44 I will 
consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar. Aaron also and his sons I will consecrate to serve me 
as priests. 45 I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God. 46 And they shall know 
that I am the Lord their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt that I might dwell among 
them. I am the Lord their God. 

We learn about sacrifices required because of our sins and His Holiness 
Leviticus 1:1–7 (ESV) 1 The Lord called Moses and spoke to him from the tent of meeting, saying, 2 
“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When any one of you brings an offering to the 
Lord, you shall bring your offering of livestock from the herd or from the flock. 3 “If his offering is a 
burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer a male without blemish. He shall bring it to the 
entrance of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the Lord. 4 He shall lay his hand 
on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement for him. 5 
Then he shall kill the bull before the Lord, and Aaron’s sons the priests shall bring the blood and 
throw the blood against the sides of the altar that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 6 Then 
he shall flay the burnt offering and cut it into pieces, 7 and the sons of Aaron the priest shall put 
fire on the altar and arrange wood on the fire. 

And we learn how to receive instruction and counsel from the Word of God.  
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Everything...every detail... from the brazen altar where sacrifices were mediated for sin....to the 
High Priest, who offered the sacrificial blood on the mercy seat...pointed to God's redemptive 
plan.  

Sinful people could only approach a holy God through blood atonement for their sins and a 
mediating priesthood.  
The Tabernacle, like everything in Scripture is all about Jesus. Jesus left His throne in 
heaven...and dwelt among man.  

John 1:14 (ESV) 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
In Christ, we have a high priest, a perfect blood sacrifice, and access to God for all who put 
their trust in Him.  

Over the next few weeks we will be exploring the tabernacle and learning about Jesus. I want to 
encourage you to join us. There are some powerful revelations from God in this study but as usual we 
have to gain a bit of background for them to manifest. Today, we are to focus on the incredible truth 
that God chose to dwell with His creation.  

You know...He really does love us. He is Immanuel...God with us...He didn't become that...He has 
always been that....God always wants to be with those He loves. He goes to great extremes to show us 
how much He loves us.  

When you think of the Tabernacle or Temple....I want you to understand....It was the place where 
God told sinful people..that He still wants them to be in HIs presence.....He wants to dwell with 
them...and He wants them to abide in His presence.  

Our sin is a huge issue....but God is bigger. The Tabernacle showed sinful people that God has a 
plan....a plan to pay for their sins...a plan to allow them to enter into His presence.... 
The Tabernacle is a foreshadowing of the Messiah to come. He would be placed on the altar, His 
blood would pay for our sins...He will cleanse us with His blood....and He will place the Holiest 
place...The Holy Spirit in us...We become His Temple...The Tabernacle is a foreshadowing of us.  
A place where followers of Jesus...with faces glowing from the Spirit of God ....show sinful 
people....that because of Jesus all are welcome in the Holiest Place. Let's Pray 

 


