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“Time to Come Clean” 
We are in the third week of our study of the Tabernacle that Moses built. We learned that this sanctuary 
was not a place for worship services like we have in our churches. Rather, it was a place for sinners to deal 
with their sins as they approached God.  

We have come to understand that our sin is a big problem with it comes to approaching Holy God.  
Last week we learned that God gave us the gift of innocent blood as a temporary covering for our sins. 
Their is no forgiveness without the shedding of innocent blood from something or someone that has 
died in our place. The one thing that we learned when we entered the temple is that our sins 
separated us from God and something innocent was dying in our place. All of this blood, sacrifice, 
death was at the Brazen Altar.  

Last week we learned that the Brazen Altar PHOTO 1  was a foreshadowing of the Cross of Jesus. 
Where the lamb of God would shed His innocent blood for the sins of mankind. The Bronze altar was 
all about judgement, death and blood.  

Everyone had access to the Brazen Altar and was expected to sacrifice an innocent animal for their 
sins....But only the Priests could go deeper into the Tabernacle toward God. As believers in Christ, we study 
the Priests because they are a foreshadowing of us. All of us are Priests.  

As you enter the Tabernacle, the goal was to prepare oneself...to consecrate yourself....so that when you 
entered into the Holy Place you were as free of sin as you could be. Every effort was made to make sure 
no one entered into the Holy Place with unconfessed sin.  

But approaching God is more than just making sure your sins have been covered with innocent blood. 
You never just walked from the Brazen Altar straight to the Holy Place....try it and God guaranted that 
they would die.  

It turns out that every person who wants to get to the presence of God must make two stops in the 
Outer Courts of the Tabernacle. They must present innocent blood at the Altar and they must 
present themselves at what is called the Bronze Laver. PHOTO 2 Both are places of Sacrifice. You 
sacrifice an innocent animal at the altar and you must lay down your pride at the Laver.  

So today in the Church people hear that the veil has been torn in two and they think they can go directly to 
the Holy  of Holies because of their faith in Christ....not so fast....there is a required step along the way to 
have intimacy with God.  

Most Christians try to skip this required stop and then they wonder why they never hear from God, don't 
feel His promptings and feel like their prayers never get past the ceiling.   

It turns out that two things must happen at the Laver but honestly too many Christians refuse to do 
them. Let's dive a bit deeper and make sure we don't miss what God has given to us.  

Exodus 30:17–21 (ESV) 17 The Lord said to Moses, 18 “You shall also make a basin of bronze, with its stand of 
bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it, 
19 with which Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet.  

The laver was the other article of furniture that stood in the outer court with the brazen altar. It was 
constructed of the same substance as the altar — brass — and was filled with water. All service in the 
Tabernacle, whether in the Holy Place, Holy of Holies, or at the brazen altar, required the one serving to 
wash at the laver.  

Both the Altar and the Laver were in the outside part of the court and were exposed to sun. 
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 PHOTO 3 They were made of bronze or what we would call copper. They were bright and shiny and 
seemed to blind those who approach.  Bronze in the BIble always represent judgment.and the Altar and 
Lavar were about the Judgment of God for our sins.  

In order to enter into intimacy with God we had to be justified (declared righteous by God) and 
sanctified (cleansed by the Holy Spirit) 

What happens at the Altar or Cross is what justifies us. What happens at the Laver is what sanctifies us.  
Justification comes through Blood. Sanctification comes through Water.  

Justification through Blood 
Simply put, to justify is to declare righteous, to make one right with God. We are not righteous but 
God had used the innocent blood of a sacrifice to declare us right with Him. This occurred at the 
Brazen Altar in the Tabernacle and at the Cross of Jesus for us today. We leaned about this last week.  
While we technically can be in the presence of God because we have been justified or declared 
righteous....if we walk directly from the cross to the Holy of Holies...we will not have intimacy with 
God. Why?  

We are still encased in sinful flesh. While our sins have been paid for....many of them still cling to 
us.  

We have been talking about the sins that we as believers can't seem to overcome. Those 
repetitive sins that keep us in bondage. The things we do that we do not want to do....that we 
know we should not do...and yet it is exactly what we do.  

We are saved, but we must daily be cleansed to experience intimacy with God. This process is 
called sanctification.  

Sanctification means to become like a Saint. To become more holy.  
Sanctification is the process that we would call Spiritual Maturity. It is the process of dying to what 
remains of our flesh condition.  

You see even though our sins have been paid by Jesus...those that cling to us..still keep us from 
intimacy with God.  

Sanctification happens at the Laver....well it happens if we allow it.  
At the Altar or Cross we are saved by Jesus. At the laver we become like Jesus.  

We talked about this in our Talmidim Series of becoming a Disciple of Jesus. People want 
what Jesus offers them but they really deep down don't want to be like Him. They accept 
what Jesus did at the Altar but they will not accept what Jesus requires that they do at the 
Laver. They don't want to do the Soul work that it takes to be 
sanctified.....cleansed....transformed.   

In a nutshell...many believers today have avoided the Brazen Laver and what must be done there 
before we enter into the presence of God. Why? Because of our pride.  At the laver God uses 
humility and surrender to kill pride. Pride is the desire that leads to every sin. Let' unpack all of this a 
bit.  

Cleansing with Water for Sanctification is a key principle throughout Scripture. When Priests were 
consecrated....set apart for holy service to the Lord in the Tabernacle, they were washed all over before 
being clothed in priestly garments.  

Exodus 29:1–9 (ESV) 1 “Now this is what you shall do to them to consecrate them, that they may serve me 
as priests. ......4 You shall bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the tent of meeting and wash them 
with water.  
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 They did not wash themselves at their consecration, but were washed by someone else. Much like 
Baptism, this action occurred only once and was never repeated.  

Leviticus 8:5–6 (ESV) 5 And Moses said to the congregation, “This is the thing that the Lord has 
commanded to be done.” 6 And Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. 

This act was never repeated (perhaps a symbol of baptism Heb. 10:22) and afterwards the priests had to 
wash their own hands and feet at the Laver which would be a daily exercise.  

The Priests were consecrated...set apart by God...their sins were covered with innocent blood...they 
were justified or made righteous with God...but they were not clean. They still had an evil conscience 
and flesh that had to be washed. They had to wash what remained of their sins...in the Bronze Laver 
before drawing near to God.  

Exodus 40:32 (ESV) 32 When they went into the tent of meeting, and when they approached the 
altar, they washed, as the Lord commanded Moses. 

The Brazen Laver...was uniquely designed by God. It was made of Copper...and not just any copper.  
Exodus 38:8 (ESV) 8 He made the basin of bronze and its stand of bronze, from the mirrors of the 
ministering women who ministered in the entrance of the tent of meeting. 

Mirrors in those days were made from highly polished bronze, not glass.  
Imagine moving forward from the Brazen Altar, where the blood of an innocent animal has been shed for 
your sins, to the Brazen Laver where you now wash your feet and hands. As you do so, you are 
confronted with your reflection in both the water of the Laver and the bronze mirrors holding the water. 

As they prepared to enter into the Presence of God...they were immediately reminded of who they 
really were.  

Have you ever stared at yourself in a mirror? Uncomfortable right? You draw your attention to the 
flaws....to the imperfections....If you stay long enough you are forced to acknowledge what is really 
there....Hard to deny a clear reflection of who you really are.  

Yet if you are about to enter into the presence of God...you better get real about your 
condition....you need to see your imperfections....you need to be cleansed from the sins that still 
remain.  

Once you are at the Laver you cannot escape the confrontation of your own reflection.You are 
exposed. The reflection of the bronze laver is a foreshadowing of the Word of God- another 
mirror of our soul. This is exactly what the Word of God does. As we read, study and meditate on 
it we see ourselves contrasted with the Holy Standardof God. It becomes our mirror. We are 
exposed for who we truly are and we cannot hide from it. 

Hebrews 4:12–13 (ESV) 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his 
sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

We see where we fall short of the standard of God’s Word and we are convicted and pierced 
by it  

The Brazen laver was a two step process....first you must see yourself and recognize the need for 
cleansing...then you must decide to wash in the water until you are cleansed.  

Failing either step prevents you from intimacy when you enter into the Presence of God. While the 
Altar is a foreshadowing of the Cross...the Laver is a foreshadowing of God's Word...and the water in 
the laver is a foreshadowing of the Work of the Holy Spirit.  
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It is also interesting that while everything else in the Tabernacle is built with exact 
specifications....detailed measurements....there were no measurements given by God for the laver 
in the blueprints of the Tabernacle. Why? Why was Moses allowed to build this laver in any 
dimensions, shapes or size that He desired?  

Because the Laver represented the Word that became flesh and the Holy Spirit and no 
limitations can be placed on God.  

The Laver was a foreshadowing of God's Word. When we are justified in the blood and then washed and 
cleansed with water like baptism, the next step is to be washed in the Word of God every day.  When we 
examine the Word of God, we see a reflection of who we really are.  

Ephesians 5:25–27 (ESV) 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 
her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that 
he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she 
might be holy and without blemish. 

Jesus spoke of the cleansing of the Word 
John 15:3 (ESV) 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 

The Holy Spirit is to the Word of God what the water was to the laver, and there is this added corollary 
between the laver and the Holy Spirit. The cross of Christ is where the sin of the sinner is settled. The 
Word of God is the means by which a child of God cleans and prepares to be with the Father. 

As the priests spent more time at the laver than at any other article of furniture, thus the child of God 
ought to spend more time in the Word of God. A daily cleansing in the Word of God is invaluable.  

2 Timothy 3:16–17 (ESV) 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. 

The Word is profitable for correction; it cleanses by correcting.  
It is important to note the laver had no cleansing power in itself. The Laver like the Word of God is just 
a revelation and reflection of what is true. You could see yourself at the Laver and decide not to wash 
in the water. Just like you can read the Word of God....see the truth...and not apply it. The laver 
represents the Word of God....the water the Holy Spirit. Thus, the Word of God cleanses because it is 
applied by the Holy Spirit, who is the power of the written Word. 

There is no cleansing power in the letter of the Word apart from the Holy Spirit. Just like the Laver 
without water is uselss for cleansing.  The letter of the Word is dead, and the Spirit makes it alive. 
The Word is sealed to the unsaved, and the saved it is only revealed through time with the Holy 
Spirit.  
 When we wash ourselves in the Word of God... God's Word gives us a true reflection of who we 
really are. It is critical that we wash in the Word of God every day. And that is where we struggle.... 

The church today is sadly focused only on Justification....being saved by faith in what Jesus did on the 
cross. But we fail miserably at teaching the importance of Sanctification. We want to be saved....but 
not really transformed.  

Put another way...The Gospel Message is a two fold message. First you can be saved by Faith in 
Jesus...you can be justified with God. But as important...you also can become like Jesus...you can 
become more holy and become Sanctified...you can become a disciple of Jesus.... 

Please don't miss this...Reading the Bible is not enough....You must abide in it and allow the Holy Spirit 
to wash you...cleanse you...and sanctify you....This is the step that most Christians skip...and this is the 
process that keeps them from intimacy with God.   
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They think they can impress God with their knowledge of the Word but the sin in their lives is the 
evidence that they have not applied it. They know what their reflection looks like in the mirror of the 
Word, but they don't do what the Holy Spirit tells them to do before entering into God's presence. I 
think that James had the brazen laver in mind when he said this..... i 

James 1:22–25 (ESV) 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his 
natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was 
like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no 
hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

So we have the Brazen Altar and the Brazen laver.  
The Brazen Altar is about the punishment for sin...The Brazen Laver is about cleansing of sin.  

The Altar is about the Cross...The Laver about the Word and the Spirit.  
The Altar reflects our faith in the blood of Jesus to save us...The Laver is about our faith in the 
Spirit to change us.  

The Altar reflects the crucifixion....the Laver the resurrection.  
The altar was for a sinner; the laver was for a sin. The altar was where the sinner needed 
punishment; the laver was where the child needed cleansing.  
At the Altar Jesus in humility surrendered...and the laver we in humility surrender  

The Word of God is integral to maintaining our life in Christ. The Brazen Laver could not be avoided in the 
Tabernacle on the way into the Holy Place.  The priests were required to stop there and take the time in 
order to be convicted, cleansed and set apart. Likewise, we can't avoid the Word of God and and must take 
time to be convicted, cleansed and set apart before we enter the Holy Place.  

The atoning blood of Christ cleanses from sin — all sin — and the sin of those who trust Jesus have been 
fully dealt with at the cross. But sin in the believer...those sins that still remain of our flesh nature.....breaks 
our intimacy with God. Just like the Priests, when we believed we were cleansed with blood and water 
through baptism.....They too were cleansed all over. But they, like us, had sins remaining that must be dealt 
with through awareness and confession.  Do you remember what Jesus did in the upper room...we just 
talked about it....He washed the disciples feet and said we would understand it one day. He told Peter that 
they were clean all over but must wash their feet. He was speaking of both physical and Spiritual cleansing.  

Our sin...our dirty hands and feet...must be cleansed before we can enter into the presence of God. That 
is what the bronze laver is for...The Spirit of God....The Word of God...and the Work of the Holy Spirit...to 
cleanse us. 

We must stand at the laver each day....Looking into the Word....seeing our reflection....and agreeing with God 
about what He really sees in us.....But how do we wash in the Water of the Holy Spirit? There were two steps 
at the Laver....Seeing yourself ...and ...being cleansed from what you see....How are we cleansed? Well you 
must "Come Clean" 

When we look into the mirror of the word, we begin to fully understand what is right and what is wrong. 
We begin to see our sins that we have not confessed. We recognize the holiness of God. We know....what 
God has done for us.  
Psalm 51:5–7 (ESV) 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 6 
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 7 Purge me 
with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

We have to surrender and allow God, the Holy Spirit, to cleanse us.  
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Just like blood pours out from the Brazen Altar.....our pride, arrogance, and self sufficiency is poured out 
at the Brazen Laver. A knife cuts the throat of the animal sacrifice....the two edged sword of God's Word 
cuts the throat of our pride.  

The entire purpose of the outer court, the brazen altar and the brazen laver...is to allow consecrated 
people...priests...to prepare to be in the presence of God.  

What remains of our sinful nature is still evident in our life and still separates us from the intimacy with 
God that we desire.  

We can't enter into the Most Holy Place with the Father and enjoy intimacy if sin issues are unresolved 
in our lives.  

We get past the brazen altar...we see our reflection in the brazen laver...we understand the sin in our 
life....we agree with God that it is there and it keeps us from intimacy with Him...We see His Holiness 
in the Word...We see His promises in the Word...but too many get to that point and then refuse to 
do the one thing that will actually cleanse us in the Word.  
If we want to be pure and clean when we are in the presence of God....we must confess our sins.....to 
Him....to Ourselves...and hold on to your pride....to each other 

James 5:16 (ESV) 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 

Just the thought of confessing our sins makes us squirm. To do that means admitting we are sinners—even 
that we are sinners who sin, if you get my drift. Our pride doesn’t like to admit such things. And, yet, we 
know that God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. One of the most useful and devastating 
weapons to use in that battle against our pride is the confession of our sins.  
Confess sins. James is specific here. He does not leave the idea of confession open; rather we are 
commanded to confess our sins. Somewhere between the entrance to the Tabernacle and Most Holy Place 
our pride must die- that place is the Bronze Laver or today the Word of God.  

Who we confess to seems equally important as the confession itself. Christians are to confess their sins 
to one another. When James uses the word one another, then, he has in mind a specific group—the 
church. We’re not given a specific number of Christians we must confess to. Whether we are confessing 
to one or two or ten isn’t the point. The point is we are confessing to fellow followers of Jesus and they 
are confessing to others as well.  

Before we can go any further we need to make sure we do not misuse what James is saying. The 
catholic church has used this verse and others to teach that in order to be forgiven of our sins we must 
confess to an official representative of the church, such as a priest. That’s not at all what James is 
saying.  

Confessing my sins to other Christians isn’t about being forgiven by a holy God. If you want to be forgiven 
by God you must ask God to forgive you, for he is the one all of our sins are ultimately committed against 
and He is the only one who can forgive your sins.  

So if we confess our sins to God....if we confess our sins to those we have sinned against...why do we 
have to confess some sins to one another?  

They can't forgive us....It seems that all they can do is judge us and tell others what we have done..... 
Well....according to James....it is in the process of that confession..... that you will be healed.  
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First, confession brings our sins into the light. The power and allure of sin is always stronger in the 
darkness. Often we don’t see how foolish and deadly our sin is until we hear an explanation of it come 
out of our own mouths. But what is more, the power of sin is always stronger when it is secret. The 
temptations of a secret sin will always pull harder. The hopelessness of a secret sin will always feel 
deeper. And the lies of a secret sin will always sound more convincing 

But something happens to sin when we put it out on the table in front of other Christians. It withers 
in the light. Have you ever woke up in the middle of the night and been absolutely overwhelmed 
with a problem in your life? I have. In the night nothing seems clear and everything feels hopeless. 
It’s amazing how a simple sunrise can change everything. Problems I thought were overwhelming 
seem so much smaller in the light of day. So it is with sin. When you confess your sins to one another 
you bring them into the light, and you will see them wither before your eyes. 

Second, confession allows your brothers and sisters in Christ to pray for you. It’s no mistake that the 
command to pray for one another comes in the middle of this verse. When a brother or sister hears of 
your struggle with sin the most natural and compelling thing for them to do is pray. Equally true is that 
your brothers and sisters cannot pray for your battle against sin if they are not aware of it. 

Don’t underestimate the importance of others praying for you. Praying for one another is vitally 
important in our battle against sin because prayer has great power as it is working (James 5:16-18). 

The Third, and I believe the most important reason, is that it takes a great deal of humility to confess 
your sins to someone else. Acts of humility are like kryptonite to your pride. Pride is the worship of self. 
Humility is required to worship God....doing what He says to do...slays your pride.  

We have talked about how every sin comes from a desire that leads to a temptation that leads to a 
choice that leads to sin and that leads to death.  

I have been asking the Free at Last Group on Monday nights to identify the Desire that leads to 
their sins. To not focus on willpower or temptation but to surrender and allow God to change their 
desires.  
Now here is the new information....I believe all sins come from only one desire....PRIDE. Every sin 
comes from our desire to worship ourselves and be our own God.  

We will not be healed from the sins that entangle us until we allow God to remove our pride.  
How do we allow this? We surrender to His truth...We do what He says to do....and confessing our 
sins to God, to those we have hurt and to other believers is the tool that God has given us to force 
us to humble ourselves and destroy our pride.  

James tells us: that you may be healed. To be healed means to be cleansed. As Jesus told the disciples, 
you are clean all over....but you still must be cleansed.  

God intends to use the confession of our sins to other Christians as a means to pull us out of sin and 
to steer us away from sin. Let's face it. If we know that we have to go to our accountability partner or 
a mature and trusted believer and confess when we have strayed again....we are less likely to stray. 
The practice of confession to others....is a humbling act but one that we will avoid repeating.  

Think about that sin in your life that you just seem to keep repeating. Does anyone know about it? Has 
repetitively confessing that sin to God cleansed you? Do you feel like God has cleansed you white as 
snow? When you are alone with God do you still feel guilty about that sin?  

Why is that sin keeping you from intimacy with God? Because you are not being truthful...with 
yourself, with God  or with other believers. That is what pride does.  
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Confessing one’s sins to someone – even someone we trust – is never easy because it means becoming 
vulnerable; it means admitting we need help. It goes against our nature...what remains of our flesh. It is 
your pride that is right now starting to form the argument against what I am saying. In a world that exalts 
individual achievement and despises weakness, revealing one’s sins to another feels extremely 
uncomfortable. Then there is the fear of gossip which can so quickly circulate, especially in tight-knit 
Christian groups. 

But all this can be an excuse, a copout for not really turning away from sin. Hiding behind our 
Christianity, we keep our sin secret, not because we feel forgiven but because we fear wounded pride. 
Self-righteousness and the desire to look good have become so entrenched in us that instead of being 
the sinners we are, we lock ourselves behind a spiritual façade of our own making – a prison that keeps 
us isolated from each other and from God. 

When we confess our sins to one another, we become humble like Jesus, who was born in a manger 
and died on a cross. When we confess our sins to one another....we see Christ in each other. His 
humility in the one confessing and His grace and mercy in the one listening. It is a mystery, but when it 
comes to persistent sins, the humble way is the only way that leads cleansing, restoration and intimacy 
with God in the Holy Place.  

So the step that we skip at the laver....the choice we make that keeps us from intimacy with Christ....is often 
related to how we manage the truth that the Holy Spirit reveals to us in the Word.  

Ephesians 5:8–14 (ESV) 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern 
what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 
12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by 
the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light.  

The fact that we are children of light and part of light is truth that the Christian community will not be 
marked by secretiveness or deceiving ourselves or our motives so that people don’t know who we really 
are. We won’t be hypocrites. We won’t try to look on the outside what we are not on the inside. 

That necessarily includes being truthful about our sinfulness and our daily struggle with sin. It doesn't 
mean you need to broadcast to the whole world your specific sins. That wouldn’t be good for them, 
and it wouldn’t be good for you. 

It does mean that you need to be known as an open book, appropriately read by accountable, 
mature people in your life. You’re not a secretive person, a hypocritical person.  

Ephesians 4:25 (ESV) 25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth 
with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 
I take this to mean simply that in the normal life of the Christian, honesty and truthfulness and 
purity of heart involve continual admission and confession of sin to appropriate people in our lives. 
The result of this will be greater than physical. It will include spiritual health  
Psalm 32:3–5 (ESV) 3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day 
long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat 
of summer.  I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
The principle is that dishonesty and hiddenness and privateness about our sins brings both 
spiritual and physical misery. God would spare us that, and so he teaches us to confess our sins to 
God and to one another. 
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So in the church today we see several different types of believers...Each in the process of Spiritual 
Growth...Some growing....some stagnated....Most frustrated with their journey but not aware of what is 
wrong. The answer lies in their journey from the Altar....to the Laver....and into the Presence of God.  

All believers have trusted in Jesus and allowed His innocent blood shed on the cross to become the 
payment for their sins. They are justified and saved. That is what makes them a Christian. That condition 
is sealed by the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

Since we are all Priests we are taken by the Holy Spirit to the place where He works. The Laver....or 
today the Word of God. Every believer is led by the Holy Spirit to spend time in the Word of God. The 
Word teaches us truth and shows us where we stand in light of God's Truth. It is a mirror that shows us 
ourselves.  

The First Place believers stagnate in their maturity is that they don't like seeing themselves the way 
God see them....They would rather accept their own truth that face His. So they refuse to spend time 
in the Word or refuse to acknowledge it as absolute truth. So they live deceptive lives as believers- 
putting on a mask and pretend that they have intimacy with God. They are stagnated in their pride 

Others accept the truth of God....They see their sins...They know they don't measure up...but for some 
reason they don't practice confession. They say that God already knows so why confess? 

Their pride keeps them from humbling themselves They stand at the laver....they see the truth...but 
they refuse to allow the Holy Spirit to cleanse them. It is confession that brings cleansing. But they 
like others choose to put on the mask and pretend that they have intimacy with God. They too are 
stagnated in their pride 

Another group sees themselves in the Word...Agree with God about their sinful struggles...confess 
those sins to God...but would never share their true sinful condition with other believers.  

They too put on the Mask at church and around other believers...and they too struggle with intimacy 
with God. They are closer to God than the others...but they know their is a deeper level of fellowship 
with God that they are missing. They too are stagnated in their pride 

Fortunately, there are some in the church who are intimate with God.  
They are not only justified by the faith in Christ, but they spend every day allowing the Word of God to 
show them truth and to show them truth about themselves. But they don't stop there. They agree with 
God about their condition. They confess their sins to God. They confess sins to those they have hurt 
and they confess their sins to a trusted mature believer. Through these acts of humility they are 
cleansed find intimacy with Christ. They have allowed the Holy Spirit to use humility to destroy the 
remnants of their flesh..their pride.  

They know that to the best of their ability they have washed themselves in the Spirit of God. They 
have developed the discipline of confession and they know their lives are to the best of their 
ability...without deceit.  

Every day....they allow the Word of God and the Spirit of God to cleanse them so that they can 
experience the intimacy of God that they desire.  

So it is at the Bronze Laver where we make our daily plans to be in the presence of God. The degree to which 
we humble ourselves in the presence of the mirror of God's Word and the degree to which we surrender to 
the work of the Holy Spirit...is the degree to which we experience intimacy in the Holy Place.  
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Hebrews 10:19–25 (ESV) 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 
blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his 
flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. 
God tells us through the writer of Hebrews that we can approach the Holy Place with faith and 
confidence....but we must make sure that our bodies are washed in the blood of Jesus and our mind and 
heart sprinkled clean-  cleansed by the Pure Water of the Holy Spirit. Drowning our pride in the waves of 
rising humility.  

So in the Tabernacle we see the manner in which we, as sinners, must approach Holy God. We see what 
is necessary for sinful man to enjoy  the presence of Holy God.  

First we must accept God gift of the innocent blood of Jesus shed for us in His Death on the cross....on 
the Brazen Altar of His life. Then we must move to the Brazen Laver... 
Second, we must present ourselves and allow God to examine us with the truth that is His Word.  
Third, we must completely and unequivocally agree with God about what His word reveals to us 
regarding our true nature.  
Fourth, with humility we must confess this newly revealed truth about ourselves to God, to ourselves 
and to other believers.  
Finally, we must repeat this process until we are sure every sin revealed by the Spirit has been 
confessed. This is the daily process that uses humility to destory pride. Then, and only then, can we 
find the intimacy with God that we seek in the Holy Place and finally the healing and freedom from the 
bondage of our sins.  

I know without a doubt, that I need to spend a lot of time...a lot more time...at the Laver.....I need to see 
more, agree more, surrender more, confess more, die more and experience more. So that I can live more. I 
pray that you will join me. Let's Pray.  

 


