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Bridal Party 
We have been in a series about the Tabernacle that God instructed Moses to build. We have seen that 
God loves us so much that He wanted to dwell with us.  

Yet we are too unclean to be in the presence of God. His holiness is extreme. But even though we 
were still sinners, God decided to go to great lengths to dwell with us. It is hard to wrap out minds 
around that kind of unconditional love.  

So God told Moses...If I am going to dwell with you...you must build for me a Tabernacle. It is not a 
worship center as we think of them but it is a place where sinful people can prepare themselves to 
come into the presence of God.  

We have learned about two pieces of furniture that are placed in the outer court...Both made of 
bronze...One is the Altar where the innoncent blood of a dead sacrificed animal is accepted by 
God as payment for our sins. The other is a laver or sink where we must examine ourselves and 
agree with God about our sins...then we must cleanse ourselves of all sins that we are aware of 
before we enter the presence of God.  
The Altar was a foreshadowing of the Cross of Jesus where His innocent blood was shed once 
and for all to cover the sins of everyone who believes in Him. The altar is about blood and 
justification. Being deemed righteous by God.  
The Laver is a foreshadowing of the Word of God. As we look into the Word...we see ourselves 
and we see the holiness of God. We see our true condition....Saved believers...full of the Holy 
Spirit but still in a body of flesh. We are clean through baptism but still have daily sins that must 
be addressed.  
The water in the laver represents the Holy Spirit of God. The Spirit teaches, reveals truth, 
convicts us, encourages us and leads us into all truth. It is the Holy Spirit like the water in the 
laver that prepares us to have intimacy with God 

Today I want to continue to examine what happens at the laver. PHOTO 1 The laver is a place of 
community and unity. It is at the laver where we see a foreshadowing of what the church and the body 
of believers should look like.  

I have been thinking a lot about what it must have been like to be at the Laver. You have just slit the 
throat of an beautiful innocent animal...you watched it squirm...you heard it gasp of yelp...you felt the 
life blood run out of it...so saw it collapse on the ground. Then the priest took the blood and covered 
the altar....And the entire event....is because of you.  

This innocent sacrifice...the work of the Priest...all of it...because of your sins...your mistakes. You 
watched the Priest leave the altar headed to the laver covered in the blood of your sins.  

The Priests....they had to prepare themselves to be in the presence of God. And we identify with 
the priests because they are a foreshadowing of us. We are all part of a priestly nation.  

1 Peter 2:9–10 (ESV) 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s 
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
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Have you ever really thought about that? We are part of the Priesthood of God. We all serve our 
high Priest Jesus in the temple of God. But things have changed since the days of the 
Tabernacle.  

The Priests of the Tabernacle sacrificed animals.....we serve at a time where there are no more 
animal sacrifices....Jesus...the Lamb of God...shed the blood required for the sins of all 
mankind....but we are called to sacrifice today. The sacrifice today...is ourself.  

Romans 12:1 (ESV) 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

The Priests of the Tabernacle went to the bronze laver to clean up before entering the place of God. 
They could see themselves in the mirror....note what need to be cleaned..and decide to clean up.  

We go to the Word of God to see ourselves...to see and have revealed what needs to be cleaned 
up...and find the courage in God's Word to surrender and allow cleansing to occur.  

2 Corinthians 3:17–18 (ESV) 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the 
Lord who is the Spirit. 

Priests used water to cleanse themselves....to prepare themselves to be in the presence of God. 
They cleansed themselves many times each day. They spent more time at the laver in the water 
then they did at the altar.  

Our water is the Holy Spirit...who shows us who we really are...reveals our sinful condition to 
us...and encourages us to confess those sins and allow Him to cleanse us.  

Proverbs 27:19 (ESV) 19 As in water face reflects face, so the heart of man reflects the man. 
The Holy Spirit examines us...points out to us anything that inhibits our intimacy with God...but 
He only cleanses us if we allow it....we must confess to God. Confession means to agree with 
God about what He says is true....to align your will under His.  

The Priest served in the Tabernacle. They were there day and night...serving the Lord...they were in 
the business of helping people atone for their sins.   

Today as Priests we no longer serve in the temple...we are the temple.  
1 Corinthians 3:16–17 (ESV) 16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in you? .... For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

Almost all of the Priests served their entire lives and never went inside the Holy of Holies. Only the 
high priest once each year could enter into the holiest place where God actually manifested His 
presence to man.  

We are Priests today and we have full access to the holiest place. Because of the sacrifice of 
Jesus...believers today have access to the very holy place of God.  

Matthew 27:49–51 (ESV) 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth 
shook, and the rocks were split. 
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So as Priests of God today...We are justified with God through the Blood of Jesus shed for our sins on 
the cross...We are the temple of God...the Spirit of God lives in us...The sacrifice that we manage is the 
living sacrifice of ourselves....we present ourselves to God...we examine ourselves in the Word of God 
through the Spirit of God...cleanse ourselves through confession...and enter into the presence of God 
in the Holiest Place. And we are being sanctified....made more like Christ through the process....or as 
Paul said.... 

2 Corinthians 3:17–18 (ESV) 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from 
the Lord who is the Spirit. 

Notice that we are being transformed. We are not transforming ourselves. Note who is doing the 
work here. This comes from the Spirit...The Holy Spirit is changing us.  
As we allow the Spirit to soak us in the Word...as we surrender our will to His...as we allow Him to 
be in control....we are transformed...one degree at a time...one degree of glory to the 
next...picture that...it is incredible when you think about it.  
As we surrender....God changes us...over time....to become just like Jesus.....wow... 

But there is another truth that is evident at the Laver. A truth about us. A truth about the Body of 
Believers. Yes we are told to be living sacrifices...Holy and pleasing to the Lord....and did you notice that 
we are to present ourselves.... 

Romans 12:1 (ESV) 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 

Present your bodies....as a sacrifice.....to God. Where do we do that? In the Holiest of Places. In the 
place where we find intimacy with God. We find intimacy with God when we surrender ourselves for 
His examination...it is our spiritual worship.  
We have been talking a great deal about having intimacy with God....being in the Holy Place with 
God. Having access to places Priests of Old never experienced. Seeing things and experiencing God 
in ways they only dreamed about.  

Matthew 13:16–17 (ESV) 16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 
17 For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and 
did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 
Ephesians 3:12 (NIV84) 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom 
and confidence. 
Hebrews 4:16 (NIV84) 16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

Did you notice that these verses are in the plural? Paul does not say....present your body....He says 
you all present your bodies....plural.  

We are to all collectively present ourselves to the Lord. It turns out that in many ways our walk with 
Christ is a team sport...We need each other...we need to help each other....and that leads us to 
another truth about the Bronze Laver.  

You were never at the Bronze Laver by yourself. It was one of the busiest places in the temple. You 
looked into the mirror....you saw what needed to be cleansed...and you washed yourself in the water 
until you thought you were clean. But there was another step....a critical one for us.  
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Recently I had an experience with my soon to be daughter in law....I didn't realize it at the time...but 
God was teaching me about the Laver. I discovered that on the day of their wedding, my job was to be 
the chauffer for the bridal party... 

I drove them around as they prepared hair, makeup, clothing....all kinds of stuff. I took them to get 
pictures made, drove them back home...then drove them to the wedding... 

Have you ever seen a bride prepare in the hours before her wedding? It is quite an ordeal. I had no 
idea any of this kind of stuff happened. A lot of women....all scurrying around...all there for one 
purpose...to make sure the Bride is ready...to make sure that everything is perfect...everyone in the 
bridal party is focused on making sure that everything is noticed...nothing gets missed...and she is 
presented to her groom as perfect as is possible.  

If the bride came down the aisle with her dress tucked into her underwear...everyone would look at 
the bridesmaids and ask...what were you thinking? How could you let her go to her groom with this 
obvious problem?  

The shame and embarrassment would be shared by all...everyone is invested in helping the Bride.  
It is not surprising that Jesus uses this analogy to show us the church. Jesus tells us that we are His 
bride...that collectively we are the love of His life.  

Ephesians 5:25–27 (ESV) 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself 
up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 
word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 

So that He might present the church to Himself in splendor....without any blemish...that she might 
be holy.  

A bride needs her bridal party....They have to help her...they can see things that she cannot...they can 
encourage her when she has fears..they tell her how beautiful she is...when she has doubts. She needs 
them.  

We should think of the Laver as the preparation room for our wedding. What happens at the Laver is 
a team sport. It is a foreshadowing of the church.  

We come to the Word of God....we learn God's truth...we begin to see the part of us that we wanted 
to avoid...but the Spirit will not let us ignore it...We agree with God that we have sins that need to be 
cleansed.  

The ones that He reveals to us...hopefully we confess....you see we can choose to not confess 
them...The Holy Spirit will make us agree with God about our sins...but He will not force us to 
confess them.  

We have learned a great deal about confessing our sins...to God...to those we have harmed...and 
to each other. We are committed at the laver to become sanctified. To allow the Spirit of God to 
transform us to be more like Jesus.  

To surrender in humility and to allow the Spirit to destroy what is left of our old sinful nature 
rooted in pride.  

My definition of church is a bridal party preparing themselves to meet God.  
We soak in the Word of God and confess what we see...we clean what is revealed to us. But what 
about the things that we can't see? We tend to rationalize our sins...we tend to explain away or 
compare ourselves to others instead of God's standard of Holiness.  
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Jeremiah 17:9–10 (ESV) 9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can 
understand it? 10 “I the Lord search the heart and test the mind... 
Obadiah 3 (ESV) 3 The pride of your heart has deceived you 
1 Corinthians 3:18 (ESV) 18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is 
wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. 

Something happens at the laver...in the Word...Not only do you see your condition in the 
Word...but God shows you truth about yourself through the Holy Spirit who is in those around 
you.  

The people God has surrounded you with in your church is your Bridal Party. God has placed the 
Spirit of God in them. Our Sanctification is a team sport. Those trusted believers who love Jesus 
and love us...serve as a mirror for us as well.  

This is the part of the cleansing process that we like to skip over in the church. We are more 
concerned about what we think of each other than preparing each other to meet Jesus.  
Our goal in Christian unity is to do whatever is necessary in grace and love to make sure each 
of us are as clean as possible when we go to meet God each day.  

A bridesmaid would never not point out something that could embarrass or bring shame to the 
Bride....It is unthinkable. She knows that the flaw is only being pointed out because they love her. 
There is no judgment or shame....there is only judgment and shame if what is obvious is missed. 
They are there because they love her and want the very best for her. They know the importance 
of the meeting she is about to have.  

Is that how you see Christian community? Everyone being totally honest with each other in 
love...not judging...encouraging cleansing of what might not be seen.  

Ephesians 4:15–16 (ESV) 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together 
by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body 
grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

Ephesians 4:25–32 (ESV) 25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak 
the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 

James 5:19–20 (ESV) 19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and 
someone brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his 
wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
James 4:6–10 (ESV) 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before 
the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
Proverbs 27:17 (ESV) 17 Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. 
Galatians 6:1–2 (ESV) 1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are 
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be 
tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 
Galatians 6:10 (ESV) 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and 
especially to those who are of the household of faith. 
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Taking the time...in love...with grace and understanding...to show someone a sin that they 
cannot see....is doing good to everyone.  

1 John 1:5–10 (ESV) 5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

Again..notice the pronoun...we. This is a collective journey. We walk in light...we have fellowship 
with one another...we confess our sins...He cleanses us... 

How do we walk in darkness? We come to church with that well-worn mask on. We keep that sin 
that we can't seem to overcome secret. We never tell anyone what is really going on. We think 
that no one has any idea that we are stuggling.  

But the same Spirit that is convicting you of your sin...is in your brothers and sisters....and often 
He is revealing to them that all is not well. Did you know that one of the gifts of the Spirit is the 
gift of wisdom and the gift of knowledge?  

1 Corinthians 12:8 (ESV) 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and 
to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
The gift of knowledge is a revelation by the Holy Spirit of something that can not be known 
other than God revealing it through the Spirit. It occurs when God wants to bring something 
out of darkness so that healing can occur.  
If you choose to deny your sins long enough....and you are a follower of Jesus...I believe in one 
way or another...that deception will be brought out into the light.  

Jeremiah 2:22–23 (ESV) 22 Though you wash yourself with lye and use much soap, the stain 
of your guilt is still before me, declares the Lord God. 23 How can you say, ‘I am not unclean,  
Ecclesiastes 12:14 (ESV) 14 For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether good or evil. 
Luke 12:2–3 (ESV) 2 Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not 
be known. 3 Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and 
what you have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed on the housetops. 
1 Timothy 5:24–25 (NIV84) 24 The sins of some men are obvious, reaching the place of 
judgment ahead of them; the sins of others trail behind them. 25 In the same way, good 
deeds are obvious, and even those that are not cannot be hidden. 

While we keep coming to church with our mask...pretending as though we are not 
struggling....God just wants us to know...when that sin blocks your intimacy with Him...when you 
can no longer grow spiritually until it is dealt with....it will come out...The Holy Spirit will reveal 
it... 

He will convict you until you are miserable...He will arrange circumstances to bring it into the 
light...or in less common situations He will give a word of Knowledge to another believer.  
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You are not allowed to be a follower of Christ and expect unconfessed unrepentant sin to 
remain a secret. God is molding you and me to become just like Jesus. He has no issues 
bringing our sins into the light if we have refused to confess them and He needs to cleanse 
us of them for the next step in our growth.  

1 John 3:9 (ESV) 9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides 
in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. 
Romans 8:29 (ESV) 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
Philippians 1:6 (ESV) 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

If you are a follower of Jesus...you will be conformed to the image of Jesus and God will 
complete in you what He has started. And if you secret gets in the way...it will not remain 
secret.  

So the laver to me represents the place where we make absolutely sure...we are all ready...to go into 
the presence of God each day.  

In a sense...we are all bridesmaids of one another. I need you to show me what I am not seeing...we 
need each to allow the Holy Spirit in each other to teach us as well.  

The Laver is all about cleansing....all about preparing one another to enter into the presence of 
God.  

Unconfessed sin...in the presence of God...is like a bridesmaid with her dress stuck in her 
underwear....it is shameful...avoidable....embarrassing...and the responsibility falls on all of us.  
So we leave the Laver....the Word of God...cleansed...fully confessed...examined by our brothers 
and sisters...ready to walk down the aisle toward the Holy Place to spend time with our groom.  

Next week we will begin the journey into the Holy Places. But as we prepare for that journey, I want us 
to explore something first. We have spoken often of having intimacy with God. Of being in His 
presence...wanting to make sure that we are as clean as we can be...as we approach Him in prayer...in 
solitude...but what exactly happens when we are in His presence?  

I mean when you think of being intimate with God....what do you picture? For many of us, we look at 
the wedding instead of the marriage. We often have to remind couples who are preparing for a 
wedding that the wedding is only the start of the story. It is the marriage that is most important.  

So much planning and preparation go into getting ourselves ready to be in the presence of God that 
we forget that being with God is the beginning of our journey not the end.  

But what does intimacy with God actually and practically look like? I mean when you get into the Holy of 
Holies...you have confessed all of your sins...you kneel down in His presence and you begin to 
experience Him....what does intimacy look like?  

Intimacy is Sacrifice. You surrender yourself to the Holy Spirit to prepare you to be in the presence of 
God...but once you are behind the curtain....it is then that you learn true sacrifice...There are some 
things that you can only release while sitting in God's lap. Once you experience the presence of God in 
such a powerful way...you will give Him anything to be able to stay there.  

Your will....your desires...your pride..your anything...no longer has any value for you.  
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At the Laver...the Word...God deals with our temptations, choices, sins....but it is only in His 
presence behind the curtain...that He help you understand and surrender your desires. I have said 
many times...We work on temptation and Will power, but God works on your desires.  

God loves you so much...He is going to love those evil desires out of you.  
So intimacy with God practically looks like sacrifice...and my second point...intimacy with God looks 
like obedience.  

God's love language is obedience. As we spend time behind the curtain...we sacrifice and then we 
obey.  

John 14:21 (ESV) 21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And 
he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 

1 John 2:3–6 (ESV) 3 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. 4 Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him, 5 but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is 
perfected. By this we may know that we are in him: 6 whoever says he abides in him ought to 
walk in the same way in which he walked. 

2 John 6 (ESV) 6 And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the 
commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it. 

1 John 3:23–24 (ESV) 23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24 Whoever keeps his 
commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit whom he has given us. 

How do you know if someone is experiencing intimacy with God? They are obedient...and God 
gives them His heart for other people. Loving others unconditionally is so unnatural that when you 
see someone who does...you know they have been with God. The greatest commandment is to 
love one another...It can only be done in the Spirit of God by those obedient to God.  

Intimacy with God...Sacrifice..Obedience...and third...Passionate Pursuit of God. 
The deeper you dive...the deeper you want to go. Your hunger for God is never satisfied...it only 
breeds more hunger.  

Psalm 27:4 (ESV) 4 One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his 
temple. 

Intimacy with God means pursuing God. It means prioritizing God...It means less of you and a lot 
more of Him...It means dying to youself... 

But of course intimacy is not spatial but relational. We all know what it’s like to be sitting right next to a 
person with whom we feel distant and we can feel close to a person who is four thousand miles away. 

What makes us feel intimate with another person? While there are many ingredients to intimacy and 
each intimate relationship we have has a different recipe, common to all of them is trust. We cannot 
be intimate with a person we don’t trust. Trust is at the heart of intimacy. The more we trust 
someone, the closer we let them get to us. The degree to which trust is compromised in a relationship 
is the degree to which intimacy evaporates.  
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Our experience of God’s nearness or distance is not a description of his actual proximity to us, but of 
our experience of intimacy with him. Scripture shows us that God is intimate with those who trust 
him. The more we trust God, the more intimately we come to know him. A felt distance from God is 
often due to a disruption in trust, such as a sin or disappointment. 
 
Next week we go to the Holy Place and continue our journey to the heart of God. PHOTO 2 

Next week we go to the Holy Place and continue our journey to the heart of God. PHOTO 2 
But I need you to know...I need you.... We need you. I can't see all that I need to see in myself to go 
into the most intimate place with God. I need you to be real and to stop playing games. The stakes are 
too high for us to keep putting on masks and acting like we all have it together. I need to get more 
intimate with you but to do that I need to build my trust with each of you. Intimacy is based on trust. 
How can I trust you if you are all wearing masks? How can you trust me if I am not real with you?  

Guys its like this....I want you to look at that curtain over there. Imagine that it is the curtain to the 
Holy Place and we are all preparing to go sit with Jesus. Think about all the things that would change 
this morning. Think about the buzz. Think about how we would all be helping each other get 
ready...Like bridesmaids with the bride. Let that image soak in for a moment 

Would you let me go into that room and face Holy God if you knew there was something in me 
that I was denying or that I could not see about myself?  If you are not real with me....I walk into 
that place with God....my unconfessed sin...is like the bride with her gown in her underwear...who 
is to blame? How can I confess something that I am blind to.  

That is what church is supposed to be. All of us helping each other get ready to go meet Jesus 
every day. All of us at the Laver that is the Word of God in a team sport. Allowing the Holy Spirit 
in all of us to make sure we are all clean.  
I want us to stop and spend some time praying this morning. I want you to ask God to give you 
the courage to take off the mask...to quit pretending...and to get busy being the church that 
God expects us to be. We are all headed to a Wedding....Lets make sure that the Bride that is 
Remnant is ready...to meet the groom every day...in the Holy Place...Let's Pray.  

 

 


