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“Three Curtains” 

How do we enter into God's Presence? 
One of the incredible things about God's design of His Tabernacle is that the more the think about 
it...the more simple and profound that it gets.  

The purpose of the Tabernacle is to prepare sinners to dwell with holiness...specifically Holy God. 
The process is a sequential move from one curtain or entrance to the other. In all there are three.... 

PHOTO 1  
The Gate to the Outer Court PHOTO 2....The Door to the Holy Place PHOTO 3...and the Vail to 
the Holy of Holies. PHOTO 4 and PHOTO 5 

Each of these were specifically designed by God...every detail exact...All three are made out of 
the same material...Fine White Woven Linen With Blue, Purple and Scarlet Threads running 
through them. They were made from flax and goat's hair.  

Exodus 35:25–26 (ESV) 25 And every skillful woman spun with her hands, and they all 
brought what they had spun in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. 26 
All the women whose hearts stirred them to use their skill spun the goats’ hair. 

They would have learned this skill in Egypt as most of the fine linens of the world came 
from there at that time.  

Most of the Egyptian linen is of a yellowish white, being made from flax imperfectly 
blanched. Little did the Israelites women know that while they were weaving goat's hair 
under the oppressive weight of Egyptian slavery...that God was training them to weave 
for Him one of the greatest masterpieces of all time...The vail to the Holy Of 
Holies....Something for us to remember when we think we are toiling through 
meaningless trials....God is preparing for His work in our lives... 
If there is one thing obvious about our study of the Tabernacle it is that God is a God of 
great details...nothing is accidental...nothing is wasted...and nothing lacks meaning and 
significance.  

All three curtains were of the same colors...PHOTO 6 
White 

White linen was used for garments for royalty and persons of rank and has been found in 
the tombs of the Pharaohs. White linen always speaks of purity and righteousness: 

Revelation 15:5–6 (ESV) 5 After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in 
heaven was opened, 6 and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven 
plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes around their chests. 
Revelation 3:5 (ESV) 5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, 
and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my 
Father and before his angels. 
Revelation 19:14 (ESV) 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and 
pure, were following him on white horses. 
White means righteousness and purity.  

Blue 
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Blue was the color of loyalty and obedience.  
Blue is the colour of the sky without clouds and so it is also known to be a symbol of 
what is heavenly 
The interwoven thread of blue seems to speak the fact that Jesus remained completely 
loyal and true to his heavenly Father; that he faithfully maintained his righteousness and 
purity at all costs. 

Scarlet 
Scarlet represents Christ’s blood poured out for all—It reminds us of His sufferings and 
death on the cross. Jesus is loyal, faithful and obedient to the will of God leading Him to 
His sacrificial death on the cross. 

1 Peter 1:18–19 (ESV) 18 knowing that you were ransomed ...not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ,  
So in Jesus we see purity, righteousness, loyalty, obedience, heavenly, suffering, 
sacrifical death and outpouring of innocent blood....Red interwoven with 
Blue....Producing.... 

Purple 
Purple is the color of Royalty. Jesus is King. He was of the royal line of David, Lord of the 
earth, and the inheritor of all the promises of God.   

Jesus told us that His Kingdom was not of this world....but that He had received all 
authority in heaven and on earth. Because He was humbled....God exalted Him as 
King.... 
Philippians 2:8–11 (ESV) 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

All three entrances had the the same dimensions as regards their area, that is, they were all 
100 square cubits  

The Gate was 20 cubits long and 5 cubits Hight 
The Door and The Vail were both a perfect 10 cubits long by 10 cubits high.  

So all three have the same area...100 square cubits...so what? Well 100 and perfect 10 x 
10 are symbols numerically of the Messiah. You will learn that every thing in this 
Tabernacle points to Jesus.  

The number 100 also points to Jesus in that 100 gerahs was the redemption price of your 
first newborn son.  

Numbers 3:45–48 (ESV) 45 “Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the people 
of Israel, ...The Levites shall be mine: I am the Lord. 46 And as the redemption price f...47 
you shall take five shekels per head; you shall take them according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary (the shekel of twenty gerahs), 48 and give the money to Aaron and his sons as 
the redemption price for those who are over.” 
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You see the First born of everything belongs to God. But God told the Israelites that 
rather than have their first born live in the Temple and serve Him...they were to pay 100 
gerahs to Aaron the High Priest and the Levites would take the place of the First Born.  
So the price paid for the true first born of God...is the perfect number of the 
Messiah...100. 

Each of these three entrances...also show us the movement toward God.  
At the Outer Gate....we are Justified...By the Time we reach the Door to the Holy Place we 
are sanctified...and we will learn that it is through the Vail that we are glorified.  

All three entrances were suspended by way of metal (silver or gold) hooks from the pillars 
which supported them  There were no curtain rods nor any other device by way of which 
these “hangings” could be raised up or pulled to one side. 

To enter the court, and thus, in order to pass “beneath” the “hangings,” one had to lift the 
bottom of the curtain and stoop down and go under the curtain. This bowing to enter shows 
a right attitude of heart, for when we come to Christ we come humbly in need of a Savior. 
The man who will not bow his knee and his heart to Christ, cannot enter in 

All three entrances have hooks and bases made of specific materials.  
Gate- Silver Hooks Bronze Base.  

Door-Gold hooks with bronze base 
Vail- Hooks of Gold with Silver Bases 

So what is the big deal about these three metals? 
Only gold, silver, and copper qualify as true noble metals based on their electron structure 
making them resistant to corrosion and oxidation. Although silver and copper can tarnish 
in color this process does not break down the metals themselves. Tarnish is simply a 
reactive coating on the surface. 

The tabernacle concerns connection with eternal and unchanging things. These three 
also are noted for their antimicrobial features that resist both bacterias and viruses. All 
three are ductile which means they can be stretched into a thin wire as well as 
malleable. All three are excellent conductors of heat and electricity. 

Gold....think God PHOTO 7 
So when you see Gold in the Bible remember this. Gold was the only metal present at 
creation before the fall of man and is the last metal mentioned in the Bible after the 
restoration of Man. Gold is pure...Holy...perfect...and everything else is second.  

Genesis 2:10–12 (ESV) 10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it 
divided and became four rivers. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that 
flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 And the gold of that 
land is good;  
Revelation 21:21 (ESV) 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates 
made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 
Gold can be viewed, therefore, in connection with God's pure, glorious, eternal, and 
holy characteristics as displayed in God's original plan and in His restored plan thorough 
Jesus.  
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Gold is set apart (holy) from the others, in that, it is the only one of the three metals that 
do not tarnish. It remains virtually unchanged throughout the course of time and exposure 
hinting at the glorious eternal illustrations gold exhibits for us in terms of faith. Faith is the 
currency of heaven. 

Gold in scripture is symbolic of tried and tested faith in the goodness of God that is 
exhibited in a life that glorifies Him. 
1 Peter 1:6–8 (ESV) 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you 
have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—
more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ 
A characteristic of gold is that it is the most pliable and versatile metal. It is so soft it can 
be scratched with a fingernail. As our faith comes forth as pure gold through test and 
trial He will inscribe on our lives His holiness. May we be as pliable and malleable as gold 
in our faith as we trust him in and with everything. 

So that is why in the Holy Of Holies...Gold is everywhere. PHOTO 8 
Hebrews 9:3–5 (ESV) 3 Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most 
Holy Place, 4 having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on 
all sides with gold, in which was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff that 
budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 5 Above it were the cherubim of glory 
overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. 

Silver...think Redemption PHOTO 9 
Each of these metals is considered currency metals but silver is the one most commonly 
tied to expressions of monetary transactions in the Bible. Interestingly the Hebrew word 
for silver, many times translated money, in the Bible is the present day Hebrew word for 
money which is keceph ףֶסֶּכ  Silver will illustrate for us the price paid for our redemption in 
monetary terms. Our ransom was not without cost...a price has been paid for our 
redemption.  

In terms of the tabernacle, silver was the foundation that underneath the entire Holy 
Place connected with the Holy of Holies. This symbols for us that the entire Christian life 
lived in fellowship with God is built on the foundation of the redemption price paid on 
our behalf. 

Silver was considered the price of blood. Blood was the true precious commodity required 
for the price of redemption. 

Do you remember when Judas betrayed Jesus...He received thirty coins of silver....Look 
at this blood money.  
Matthew 27:6 (ESV) 6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not 
lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 

Gold....Holy...Silver...Redemption....and then  
Bronze or Copper...Think Judgement PHOTO 10 

Our final metal is copper translated bronze or brass in most translations and concerns 
God's rightful judgment of sin. 
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This metal is not found in the Holy Place or the Holy of Holies. It can only be found in the 
outer court where the judgment of sin takes place in the form of a sacrifice. This outer 
portion of the structure was entirely undergirded and pillared with copper. 
Just about everything concerning the altar of burnt offering, where sacrifices were made 
at the door, typifying God's judgment on sin, was covered in copper. 
Copper was also used to make the laver of water, as was discussed earlier. This 
particular furnishing also was housed in the outer court and deals with a type of self-
judgment 

The examples of connections between copper and judgment are endless. The judgment of 
sin involved a blood sacrifice. It is Interesting that copper is the only one of the three 
metals with a reddish hue. 

The Three Metals of the Tabernacle not surprisingly tell the story of Jesus.  
There is a progressive story that unfolds with these three metals that speak to how we 
connect with God through His one and only Son. 

In order to move toward the presence of God which was in the Holy of Holies, one had 
to first "pass through" the entrance of the outer court founded in copper, with a 
sacrifice, showing us that the first order of business is dealing with our sin. 
Once sanctified...one moved to the entrance of the Holy Place connected to the Holy of 
Holies where the presence of the Lord was. This part of the structure was undergirded 
with silver which represented the redemption price that was paid at the expense of 
God's one and only Son Jesus. 
There will be no meeting with God in the golden Holy of Holies without our sins forgiven 
and the price of our redemption paid. Our sin had to be destroyed and our lives needed 
to be purchased back. Bronze...moving to Silver....Moving to Gold....The story of 
Jesus...Judgement....Redemption...Holiness.  

All three Entrances represent Jesus.  

The Gate, the Door and the Vail remind us that you can't get close to the presence of God for any 
purpose without going through Jesus.  

The Gate....His blood...His death...His sacrifice for you. The Gate is Jesus.  

The Door...His gift of the Holy Spirit...His cleansing of your sins by confession...His gift of other believers 
to prepare you....His promise that you belong with Him in the Holy Place....the Door is Jesus...He said I 
am the Door.  

The veil....literally His body town, ripped for you. The veil is Jesus.  

Everything in the Tabernacle is about Jesus. There are so many threads...so many connections...so many 
visuals that it is hard to decide which ones to include in which weeks of this series. Jesus is everywhere 
in this text....just like He is everywhere in any text of the Holy Scriptures. Lets look a bit deeper at these 
three entrances. The Outer Gate  
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The First entrance that leads to the Brazen Altar on the East side of the exterior of the structure. It is 
called the Gate. God gave very specific instructions for exactly how this Gate was to be built.  

Exodus 27:15–17 (ESV) 16 For the gate of the court there shall be a screen twenty cubits long, of 
blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, embroidered with needlework. It shall have 
four pillars and with them four bases. 17 All the pillars around the court shall be filleted with silver. 
Their hooks shall be of silver, and their bases of bronze. 

PHOTO 11 
The Gate was an entrance of Sacrifice pointing to Jesus...His blood...the 
cross..Justification...then to the Laver...cleansing..the Place of the Holy 
Spirit..Sanctification...Preparation...Group cleansing.. 

No one came near the Holy of Holies unless they passed through the door that was 
Jesus.....The Door to the Holy Place represents the way to the Father.  

John 14:5–6 (ESV) 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. 

The gate was wider than any of the other entrances, enabling all Israelites to enter the court. It 
was 20 cubits long and 5 cubits High. It too symbolizes God's message to us. The width of the 
entrance shows that God makes grace available to many.   

This Gate was the last thing constructed when Moses built the Tabernacle.  
Exodus 40:33 (ESV) 33 And he erected the court around the tabernacle and the altar, and set 
up the screen of the gate of the court. So Moses finished the work. 

The Hebrew Root word of Gate is interesting...it means to set a price to be set free. No 
better picture than the outer gate..opening to the brazen altar...It instantly reminds all of 
them and us...of the price paid for us to be set free.  

The fabric is blue, purple and scarlet yarns....fine twined linen...with embroidery of needlework.  
The Orientation of the Tribes around this gate point to Jesus as well...The tribe that faced this 
gate was the Tribe of Judah. The Tribe that Jesus was descended from.  

While we are talking about the orientation of the tribes...let me remind you that the entire 
structure of the Jewish camp...and their marching formation was in the form of a Cross 
PHOTO 12  

The tribe of Judah, the kingly tribe, camped outside the Eastern Gate. The name Judah means 
“praise,” and Jesus was descended from this tribe (Hebrews 7:14). 

The Door PHOTO 13 
The next entrance to the Tabernacle allowed one to go into the Holy Place. It is called the Door and it 
too was specifically designed by God and represents Jesus the Messiah.  

By the time one reaches this door...they have been Justified at the Altar and Sanctified at the Laver.  
Exodus 26:36–37 (NKJV) 36 “You shall make a screen for the door of the tabernacle, woven of 
blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, made by a weaver. 37 And you shall make 
for the screen five pillars of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold; their hooks shall be gold, 
and you shall cast five sockets of bronze for them. 
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The Door to the Holy Place....Cleansed people...seeking fellowship with Jesus...through the Holy 
Spirit...Jesus said it this way.  

John 10:7–9 (ESV) 7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door  ...9 I 
am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved... 

The number 5 symbolizes God's grace, goodness and favor toward humans and is mentioned 
318 times in Scripture. Five is the number of grace, 

The Veil PHOTO 14 
This is the third entrance to the Holy Place of God. It is the Vail to the Holy of Holies. It separates the 
priests from the presence of God. It is known as the curtain in the Temple.  

This vail represents the flesh of Jesus. The Vail in the Temple was torn from top to bottom as Jesus 
gave up His Spirit and left His broken flesh on the cross.  

This vail however is different from the other two...In that there is an image woven into it.  
Exodus 26:31–33 (ESV) 31 “And you shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and 
fine twined linen. It shall be made with cherubim skillfully worked into it. 32 And you shall hang 
it on four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, with hooks of gold, on four bases of silver. 33 And 
you shall hang the veil from the clasps, and bring the ark of the testimony in there within the 
veil. And the veil shall separate for you the Holy Place from the Most Holy. 

Cherubim being heavenly (angelic) creatures PHOTO 15 suggests that those passing beyond 
this vail enter into the heavenly condition —This is where flesh separates from Spirit. Those 
who pray in the Spirit enter into the Holy Place of God. Our flesh...our sinful condition...and 
Jesus' flesh are left behind as we enter into this place. It is a place of glory.  
When it came to moving from place to place, the vail was taken down from its hanging 
position and draped over the ark of the covenant (in which case, there was no “most holy” at 
that point). 

Numbers 4:5–6 (ESV) 5 When the camp is to set out, Aaron and his sons shall go in and take 
down the veil of the screen and cover the ark of the testimony with it. 6 Then they shall put 
on it a covering of goatskin and spread on top of that a cloth all of blue, and shall put in its 
poles. 
Hence there was sufficient means by which the Levitical priests could carry out God’s 
requirements of not entering the most holy nor seeing the ark of the covenant exposed and 
thus not inflicting death on themselves or others. When you see images of the Ark going 
before the people...it is always this gold box...not so...It was always covered...no one saw 
the Ark in its uncovered state except the High Priest on the Day of Atonement.  

I think it is interesting that God chose to put these three entrances in His Tabernacle.  
Pulling back the curtain to see what is on the other side forces a decision. Are you ready to face what is 
in front of you? Have you done all that you must do before leaving the place where you are? Do you 
really want to go forward into an unknown experience?  
In many ways, each curtain is like looking into the Laver. It requires some self examination.  
At the gate, you had to decide if you were ready to leave your life of self worship, self sufficiency...and 
self righteousness. You had to decide if you were willing to accept the gift of innocent blood. You had to 
decide if you were going to come to God on His conditions rather than yours. Walking through the gate 
meant you were leaving the sinful world behind and moving toward God.  
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You made the commitment to allow the Lamb or Lamb of God to suffer and die for you. You made the 
decision to allow the Holy Spirit to cleanse you in His truth. To allow others to help you examine yourself 
and to do whatever God required for you to be sanctified...made clean.  
At the Door comes another decision point. For the most part what happens inside the Holy Place of God 
is an individual sport. No one can spend time alone with God for you. They can prepare you, encourage 
you, pray for you.....but when you pull back the curtian that is the door....you come to God alone, 
vulnerable, and humble. He will receive you no other way.  
At the door...you ask yourself again..am I ready to enter? Have I cleansed everything? Am I hiding 
anything? Am I decieving myself? Have I confessed all that the Spirit has revealed to me? Have I put my 
faith in the blood at the altar and the truth at the laver? 
Also at the door you must decide if you really want to fellowship...to abide...to spend time with Jesus. 
We will learn soon that the Holy Place is all about Jesus (His showbread, His light). It is in the Holy Place 
where we leave the business of the world...or even of the church (the outer courts) and we abide with 
Jesus...preparing ourselves for the final curtain.  
The veil...is the place where your spiritually go through Jesus' body to be glorified by the Father. His 
body was literally ripped in two from top to bottom to allow you to enter here.  
It is at this curtain where the trinity ushers us into the Holiest Place. The Spirit of God rising up with the 
prayers of people in the incense....the body of Jesus a torn curtain...and the glory of the Father above 
the ark... 
This too is a decision point. Have I abided in the Holy Place with Jesus long enough to come into the 
presence of the Father with confidence? Not arrogance...confidence. Not in myself....but all that has led 
me to this curtain. 

Application 
The Tabernacle seems so simple at first...It is just a tent with an inner tent with an inner room. It can 
be packed up and moved. No heavy bricks to haul....Just fabrics...posts...hooks...bases...and an few 
pieces of furniture.  

In so many ways it represents the Gospel...the Message of God...The Word of God...simple 
concepts...that draw you into incredible depths....with ever expanding complexity.  

That is you know...our undertanding of God. The initial exploration is simple....but He draws you 
into deeper and deeper understanding...with ever expanding complexity....That's God.  

We dive in to the deeper waters of understanding and think we are so deep....and I think if God 
showed us the true depth of our understanding...we are still in the kiddy pool while on earth.  

When I study something as seemingly simple as three curtains....Or an altar and a laver...or a room 
with a lamp, some bread, and some incense...and I begin to see the deeper things of God....well at 
least deep to me....I am drawn to the Holy Place to worship Him. I begin to understand the connection 
that Paul talked about between seeing the Lord's Mind and giving Him glory.  

Romans 11:33–36 (ESV) 33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 “For who has known the mind of 
the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be 
repaid?” 36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 
Here is the thought that blew my mind while thinking about this sermon....and maybe it will impact 
you too.  
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It is clear that God planned everything....He designed everything to show the world His glory....to 
bring sinners into His presence....to dwell with us. No detail was too small. Nothing was 
overlooked or considered insignificant. Look at How God has revealed Himself to us today with 
three pieces of cloth and three metals.  

Then I look around the universe and I see the same detail...the same order....the same depths of 
His mind that are unsearchable to us.  

I look at His Word...every word has meaning..every thought has connection....every theme 
runs from beginning to end...nothing left to chance...no detail too small.... 

Later the Tabernacle will be replaced with the Temple in Jerusalem...The details of God's 
temple...how it was to be built...is just as incredible....That too will have a gate, a door and a veil. 
That too will have an outer court, and Holy Place and the Holy of Holies....Every detail in that 
Temple points to Jesus too.  

It is almost too incredible to even think about....but what really blows my mind...when I think 
about all that God did to plan, prepare and build His temple...for His purposes...perfectly the 
way He wanted it built.....the Tabernacle replaced with the Temple......what am I supposed to do 
with this?... 

1 Corinthians 3:16–17 (ESV) 16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in you? 17 .... For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

The dwelling place of God...started in the Tabernacle....moved to the Temple...and now has 
moved to me..and you.... 

If God went to such detail to build His tabernacle....To make sure it is perfect...exactly the way 
He wants it....then...what detail has He gone to to build us? Think about that...nothing left to 
chance...no random occurrences in your life... 

God arranging everything down to the smallest of details..To give you and I the best 
opportunity...to move through the Outer Gate of Judgement...the cross covered in the blood 
of Jesus....through the sanctification of the laver....cleansed in the water...through the Door 
to the Holy Place....literally through the flesh of Jesus in the torn veil...to a place where 
finally we can dwell in His glory and rest in His presence.  
If He planned the details of ....imagine the detail He must have gone to..to plan you. Let's 
Pray 

 


