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“The Holy Place” IMAGE 1 
On Mount Sinai, Moses was given more than just the Ten Commandments. He was also granted a set 
of elaborate instructions for the building of a structure that would serve as a meeting place for God 
and His people. It was a temple of worship that involved specific protocols and procedures that were 
required because He desired to dwell with His people 

We are now in our sixth week of studying, what on the surface, seems to be a simple tent structure. 
Yet the more we examine it...the dimensions, the materials, the furniture, and even the way it is 
oriented to the east....every where we look we see a foreshadowing of Jesus.....of us...and of the 
church.  

John 1:14 (ESV) 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled) among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Not totally surprising since when God said He wanted to dwell with us, He meant it. First in the 
Tabernacle or portable tent in the Desert....Then the more permanent stucture of Soloman's 
temple....Then as Jesus Christ on earth....then as the Holy Spirit of God....No longer living in the 
temple....but rather in the temple that is His followers.  

God, through human history, has moved from dwelling with Moses at Mt Sinai....to dwelling in 
you....and in me. We .are the dwelling place of the Spirit of God, as was the tabernacle building 
millennia ago.  God really meant it when He said He would go to great effort to dwell with sinful 
man. It is an incredible reflection of His unconditional love for us.  

This week, we arrive at the door and enter into the Holy Place. Even though we have seen the blood 
sacrificed at the Bronze Altar/Cross...even though we have embraced the truth of God's Word....even 
though we have allowed the Holy Spirit to convict us of sin and wash us clean...even though we have 
helped each other by confessing our sins to one another....we must still make an effort to draw closer 
to God in our journey to the Holy of Holies.  

We have moved from justification to sanctification....headed to glorification.   
We have moved from The work of the Holy Spirit in the courtyard..headed to the place where 
Jesus dwells with the Father.  

We have moved from bronze representing judgement...to silver representing 
redemption...headed toward Gold representing glorification.  

We have moved from being saved by Jesus at the cross to being sanctified by the Holy Spirit at 
the laver...now headed to the place where we can abide in Christ and begin to mature as 
believers.  

The tabernacle building was a shadow of the Body of Christ, the Church. Individually and corporately, 
members of Christ’s Body. And one of the things that we have noticed is that the Tabernacle is a very 
busy place. Priests are working all day and all night. They are a foreshadowing of us....they work every 
day except the Sabbath....They....we...devote their entire lives to drawing closer to God. It is what they 
live for. It is the most important thing that they do with their lives. Their lives...our lives...are devoted 
to the things of God.   

Our life as Christ followers is a lifetime of service and love toward God. It must be filled with worship 
and praise for God...It is a life of drawing near to God and He will come near to you....People who 
are children of the Father continually desire and seek out fellowship with God.  
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No one who truly follows Jesus stops at the altar or cross in their relationship with Jesus....Do you 
know why?  

We have talked about the flow...how people move through the three curtains...the gate, the door, and 
the veil...but we haven't really talked about why they continue to move toward the Holy Of Holies.  

People who truly accept what Jesus did at the Cross....the Bronze Altar...are given the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  

John 14:15–17 (ESV) 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he 
dwells with you and will be in you. 

The World...those who don't trust Jesus....don't see Him or know Him...and Jesus tells us.. 
John 14:26 (ESV) 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

How will we know that the Spirit is manifested in us?  
Galatians 5:22–23 (ESV) 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

So what does all this have to do with us going from the outer gate to the Most Holy Place? 
Well....oddly...we do not move through the Tabernacle because we decided to go from the Altar to 
the Laver to the Holy Place and to the Presence of God....Do you remember what we talked about at 
the very beginning?  

We surrender to Christ that is all that we are do..Just surrender...We surrender...He transforms us. 
Please hear me....We don't do anything but surrender to what Jesus did on the cross and to what 
the Holy Spirit does in our lives.  

Spiritual maturity...moving through the Tabernacle...is like riding downstream on a river. We let 
go and we let the River take us to where it flows. Here is a key truth that you and I must 
embrace....The promises of the Holy Spirit are promises from God....they are guarantees...God 
saying He will do something.... 

They are so solid that you can put your name into them and they don't change.... 
“Frank, If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and Frank, he 
will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But Frank, You know him, for he dwells 
with you and will be in you. 

But Frank, the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send to you in my name, Frank, he will 
teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

And Frank, the fruit of the Spirit, your fruit,  is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

Once you truly accept what Jesus did on the cross for you...you receive the Holy Spirit and He compels 
you to flow toward the Holy of Holies...it is like a strong river....the Spirit of God propelling you to 
Himself.  
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If you have no desire to go to the Holy Place Spiritually...to abide in the presence of Jesus...to be in 
His presence...submitted to His will....then you need to seriously reconsider if you have truly 
accepted what He did for you on the cross. You can't walk by the blood of the Altar...and think that 
is all that there is in your experience with God.  

And yet...many churches...many teachings...never take you past the Cross. They teach that 
accepting what Jesus did for you is the end of your Christian experience...instead of the Beginning.  

Our Western Word is full of people who claim to love Jesus...say they are saved...but have 
absolutely no desire to become like Him....If that is you..and you are not a brand new 
believer....I have to question if the Holy Spirit is in you. Because the Holy Spirit is a strong 
river...that moves you past the cross to a deeper place with  Jesus.  

If that is you...you may not be saved at all. And that is the most loving thing I could tell you 
this morning. Not just my opinion...God's truth.  
John 16:13–15 (ESV) 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for 
he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what 
is mine and declare it to you. 
Evidence of the Holy Spirit in your life..He guides you to truth...He shows you things to 
come...He glorifies Jesus...He will give you everything that you need.  

So as you surrender to the current that is the Holy Spirit...You a spiritually reborn person in 
Christ...can't help but move to the most Spiritual place on earth...the Holiest Place with God.   

John 3:5–8 (ESV) 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 
The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Spiritual beings are drawn to Spiritual places. It is part of their new nature. If you don't want to 
abide with Jesus....There are only two possibilities..You have failed to surrender and are so deep 
into unrepentant sin and rebellion that you have limited what God is doing in your life....or you 
are not saved....and the reason that you don't see the work of the Holy Spirit in your life is that 
He is not there.   

John 15:4–5 (ESV) 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me 
you can do nothing. 

So you must have surmised by now...that from this point forward...in our move to the Holiest 
Place...that we are moving to the place...where we abide in Christ...We are moving from the work of 
the Holy Spirit cleanse us.....to the place where abiding in Christ transforms us.  

Join me as we pull up the door of the Holy Place and through our faith in Christ...sure that we are 
cleansed of sins....enter into the Presence of the One to whom we truly belong.  

The Holy Place IMAGE 2 
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The Holy Place was a room 20 cubits long by 10 cubits wide and 10 cubits in height (30 feet x 15 feet x 
15 feet). Its sides were formed by the golden upright frames. The beautiful linen curtain with its 
pattern of cherubim could be viewed through the framework in the front and on the ceiling. There 
were four golden pillars at the entrance and in the back of the room was the holy veil behind it was 
the ark of the covenant. Inside the room every piece of holy furniture was golden. The golden 
lampstand on the left, the table of shewbread on the right, and the golden altar of incense in the back 
before the veil.  

Here the priests served every day, carrying out a number of services, all of which have a spiritual 
meaning that helps us to understand our role as Priests in the Kingdom of God. We are entering into 
the actual tent...that actual tabernacle...a place where only Priests are allowed to go.  

We will look at the three pieces of furniture that God placed here...The Table of Shewbread 
representing God's provision of us in Christ...The Golden Lampstand representing God's direction 
for us in Christ...and another Altar..this time of incense...representing God's intercession for us 
through Christ.  
These three pieces of furniture....IMAGE 3 as with everything ...foreshadows...show us...how we 
are to serve and grow in Christ. The Table of Shewbread...Literally taking in God's Word...feeding 
on it...using it to fuel our growth...allowing the Word of God to become such a presence in our 
life...that we are literally conformed into the very nature of Christ.  

The Golden Lampstand...the Light of Jesus...the only light you will ever see in the Holy Place..The 
light of Jesus illuminating the Word of God...The LIght of God...our witness to a world of 
darkness.  
The Altar of Incense...showing the importance of prayerful intercession....prayers being 
continually lifted up to the Father ...for us  

 There is a reason it is called the Holy Place...the Tabernacle...The Temple...the Body of Believers...the 
Church...There is a reason why it is covered in Gold....based in Silver...Redemption the foundation of 
glorification. And you may know that there is a piece of furniture conspicuously missing in the 
Tabernacle.  

When the priest entered the holy place There was no place to be seated, no provision for rest in this 
pattern of worship and no suggestion that their task was ever completed.No Sitting Down. No priest 
could ever be seated at that table or anywhere else in the tabernacle. Priests always stood while 
they carried out their duties.  

So the earthly Tabernacle of God...the Tabernacle..the Temple..you and me...are different in one 
way..that the Temple in Heaven where Jesus lives now.  

Hebrews 10:11–14 (ESV) 11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a 
single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his 
enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for 
all time those who are being sanctified. 

Jesus our High Preist meant it when He said...It is finished. He is seated...because His work is 
done.  

When we stoop under the curtain that is the Door to the Holy Place and enter....On the Left was the 
Golden Lampstand  IMAGE 3 
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In the holy place there was no window or place to let in the light. It was lit from a glorious golden 
lampstand, which stood directly opposite the table on the south side in the Holy Place. When you 
entered the Holy Place...your attention is immediately drawn to this incredibel pure Gold source of 
Light. Made from one piece of solid beaten gold it weighed about over 100 lbs. In Hebrew it is known 
as the 'menorah' and has developed into one of the most commonly used symbols of Judaism.  

The decoration was so exquisite and intricate that God commanded that only the most highly skilled 
craftsmen anointed by the Holy Spirit should make it. No measurements are given as to its exact size 
(who can measure the light of God?). consisted of three main parts: the base, the shaft and the 
branches. Out of the base a vertical shaft arose and from either side of the shaft there sprang three 
branches curving outward and upward.   

Each of the six branches and the center shaft ended in a cup made in the form of an open almond 
flower. At the very top the opened petals of the flower held an oil lamp. The branches and the 
central shaft were skillfully decorated with that same open-almond blossom design with three on 
each branch and four on the center shaft. The seven oil lamps resting in the flower petals were 
like small bowls. A flax or linen wick would be placed in the lamp and the fire was never to go out  

Leviticus 24:1–4 (ESV) 1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Command the people of Israel to 
bring you pure oil from beaten olives for the lamp, that a light may be kept burning regularly. 3 
Outside the veil of the testimony, in the tent of meeting, Aaron shall arrange it from evening to 
morning before the Lord regularly. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations. 4 
He shall arrange the lamps on the lampstand of pure gold before the Lord regularly. 
The Almond Almond in Hebrew means "the awakening one", because the almond tree was the 
first tree to awake from the sleep of winter and blossom. It spoke of the speedy and powerful 
result of light.  

Jeremiah 1:11-12 NASB 95  11 The word of the Lord came to me saying, “What do you see, 
Jeremiah?” And I said, “I see a rod of an almond tree.” 12 Then the Lord said to me, “You have 
seen well, for I am watching over My word to perform it.” 

Its primary purpose was to give light in front of it. It was to shine on the table of shewbread 
and never to be put out.  
This beautiful fully Gold immeasurable lamp...the Lamp of God...in the form of a beautiful 
almond branch....is shining light in the Holy Place....where Jesus the Word dwells..and we 
will see where across the room...the Bread..the word that became flesh...the Bread of Life is 
present. God saying as He did to Jeremiah "I am watching over my Word to perform it" 

Twice every day, morning and evening, a priest attended to the wick and replenished the pure 
beaten olive oil for the lamps. It was the high priest alone who trimmed and dressed the lamp. 
He alone was responsible for the light shining. All day and all night, whether anyone was present 
or not, these seven lamps constantly lit up the glory of the Holy Place and especially on the table 
of the shewbread as a reminder that Gods Presence is always with His people.  

So, as expected...the Golden Lampstand shows us Jesus.  
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The golden lampstand was the only source of light in the holy place. It was never to stop shining. 
This was a constant reminder that God was with His people. The Bible says that God is light and in 
Him is no darkness at all. When the apostle John said, "In Him was life, and the life was the light of 
men and the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it," he was referring 
to Jesus coming into the world. Jesus made the world and created life and came to bring Gods life to 
fallen man but since man is in darkness apart from Jesus they could not comprehend the light that 
comes with the life of God.  

The golden lampstand illuminated the shewbread and so God illuminates His people. The Spirit of 
God illuminates the dark mind of man to the knowledge of God and to spiritual life. John went on 
to say, "That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in 
the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His 
own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God."  

Pure gold brings to our minds God Himself. Gold is indicative of God's righteousness. This 
candlestick was made completely of pure gold: there was no in it like the ark. So what does this 
tell us? The candlestick speaks of the Lord Jesus Himself, One who is God, not as a man in this 
world but as alive in the presence of God. This is why there was no wood in it. He is the One who 
has fully made God known. 

The type here is not a picture of the Lord Jesus as the Light of the world, because this lamp 
illuminates the Holy Place during the night. Its light did not shine in the world. Primarily the 
light of the lamps was to illuminate the candlestick itself...Jesus as God and the Jesus the 
Bread of Life...the Word of God.  

The oil that the people had to bring to the priests was the fuel put into the bowls so that 
they should be kept burning. We have said repeatedly that the press of the olive oil refers to 
the Holy Spirit. So we have a figure of the Lord Jesus in the midst of His people, lighting up 
Himself and shining light on His truth. The Holy Spirit fuels the light that illuminates the 
Savior. He always has and always will glorify....light up Jesus. 
John 16:13–15 (ESV) 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, 
for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you. 

This candlestick must have been very beautiful, with all the ornate decorations of flowers and 
discs like wreaths on its branches. The light from the lamps would be brilliantly reflected in the 
pure gold it was all made from. If we could have gone into that room, it would have been the 
object that our eyes would be first attracted to. When Christians are gathered together in a 
proper Bible-based way, if the Holy Spirit is not grieved, or quenched by anything in us or what 
we may do, then He will direct our hearts to the person of the Lord Jesus.  

 We shall understand more of His glory and we shall be lead out in worship and praise to 
Him. But let us remember that the light was dependent on the oil which the people had to 
bring. When Samuel was a little boy the lamp of God was nearly out (1 Sam. 3:3).  
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1 Samuel 3:3 (ESV) 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in 
the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 

That was followed by the Ark being taken captive by the Philistines (1 Sam. 4). If we do 
not allow the Holy Spirit to control our lives then we will not be able to contribute 
anything in a spiritual way when we come together. 
Every morning the priest had to use the snuffers to remove anything that would hinder 
the flame burning brightly. In the same way, we daily need to pray that we may be kept 
pure and clean for the Lord, so that the Holy Spirit can use us in His service. 

Man is blind apart from Jesus. Man cannot know God apart from Jesus. Even if God were to 
come Himself to His very home, man is incapable of perceiving any spiritual light because the 
darkness has made him blind. The golden lampstand speaks of Jesus as the light of the world. 

John 9:5 (ESV) 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
Isaiah 49:6 (ESV) 6 I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 
end of the earth.” 
Psalm 119:105 (ESV) 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
Matthew 4:16 (ESV) 16 the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those 
dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” 
John 1:4–5 (ESV) 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Ephesians 5:8–10 (ESV) 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. 
Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 
10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 
Ephesians 5:14 (ESV) 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O 
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
1 John 1:6–10 (ESV) 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say 
we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
1 Peter 2:9 (ESV) 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 

On the Right and Highlighted by the Light of God was the Table of Shewbread. IMAGE 4 
It was also called the Table of the Presence.. It was made of acacia wood overlaid with pure gold. Its 
size was 3 feet in length 1 1/2 feet in wideth and a height of 2 1/4 feet.Around the table was a border 
of gold and then a little further in, on the table top, an additional border which would hold the 
contents in place. The table had four legs, and two gold plated poles were inserted through golden 
rings attached to the legs for transporting.  

This table was made of acacia wood which was covered with pure gold. Unlike the pure Gold 
candlestick representing God...This table was made of wood and pure gold and we are told the sizes 
of it.  



God’s Home Week 6 “The Holy Place”  June 16, 2019 
Frank Burns MDiv  Remnant Church of Sarasota 

8 
 

The wood represents the perfect manhood of the Lord Jesus. As we saw with the candlestick, the 
pure gold would tell us that He is God. The loaves of showbread represented the twelve tribes of 
Israel, complete with no one missing. They had frankincense put on them, so they would be 
pleasing to God.  

The only dimension I would comment on is the height.  Barely over two feet tall...one again 
knelt to attend to the table of God's Bread. It had a border around the top to keep the bread 
and utensils from falling off...The border was with width of a hand and encircled the top.  

The table had four utensils on it at all times. Dishes for the bread. Spoons to sprinkle incense. 
Pitchers for liquid offerings. And Bowls containing the frankincense 

The purpose of the golden table was to hold 12 cakes of bread made of fine flour. They were placed 
there in two rows of six, each loaf representing one of the tribes of Israel   

Leviticus 24:5–9 (ESV) 5 “You shall take fine flour and bake twelve loaves from it; two tenths of an 
ephah shall be in each loaf. 6 And you shall set them in two piles, six in a pile, on the table of pure 
gold before the Lord. 7 And you shall put pure frankincense on each pile, that it may go with the 
bread as a memorial portion as a food offering to the Lord. 

This bread is sometimes referred to as being the 'shewbread' because its literal meaning is 'bread 
of the face', i.e. bread set out before the face or presence of God.  

Leviticus 24:5–9 (ESV) 8 Every Sabbath day Aaron shall arrange it before the Lord regularly; it is from 
the people of Israel as a covenant forever. 9 And it shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat 
it in a holy place, since it is for him a most holy portion out of the Lord’s food offerings, a perpetual 
due.” 

Every seventh (Sabbath) day, fresh hot loaves were provided by Aaron. The priests were entitled 
to eat the old loaves while standing in the Holy Place. According to Josephus the Jewish Historian, 
priests stood and held hands as they passed the bread from one to another to eat. They 
considered themselves holy because they partake of the Holy Bread. It was  according to Leviticus 
a covenant forever a perpetual due.  

Of course everything we study points to Jesus.  
The table of shewbread was referred to as the table of the Presence. Gods light forever shines on 
His people. The 12 baked cakes of bread spoke of Gods people who were one with Him as the 
priests joined together for the fellowship of eating the bread and becoming one. Jesus referred to 
Himself as the bread of life and said if we eat this bread we will live forever. The very nature of 
bread is to provide physical sustenance and as you eat the bread and digest it, it becomes part of 
you.  

The Table of Showbread was a shadow of the heavenly Bread of Life, Jesus. In his teaching, Jesus 
said so—“I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But 
here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is 
my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 
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The 12 loaves of bread of the tabernacle in the Old Testament foreshadowed the 12 apostles or 
disciples of Jesus that would start the New Covenant Church. Those apostles partook of Jesus, 
they physically consumed bread with him, they shared his suffering and affliction, and followed 
him in death and resurrection. So, too, must we. Just like the original 12 apostles, we are one with 
Christ, partakers of Him. The 12 loaves of bread were shadows of the government of God’s 
presence in kingdom life that originated with the 12 apostles. To be part of the Church, we must 
be governed by it, with Jesus as the Head. 

Like the other pieces of furniture, the table was a shadow of heavenly things. The wood of the 
Table of Showbread foreshadowed Christ’s humanity, and ours, in its roughness and ability to 
decay. It is not solid gold...the inner wood would one day decay...the gold covering would 
remain. The table is like us. Humans with a decaying inner being...but plated forever in sold Gold 
of Christ.  He is the true Bread of Life. 

The Table of Showbread was a shadow of the heavenly Bread of Life, Jesus. Just as bread is a 
staple of physical life, Jesus is a staple of spiritual life. We can partake of Jesus daily, 
consuming His ministry and teachings, reading Scripture, yielding to His nature.  

The very nature of the Word of God is to provide spiritual sustenance and as it is received it 
becomes part of our very nature. Just as the table always speaks of fellowship and communion, so 
the table of the shewbread points to Jesus who has made a covenant built on better promises and 
provided a blood covenant meal for us to partake that we might all be one in the Spirit. 

John 6:47–51 (ESV) 47 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48 I am the 
bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the 
bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

Does this remind you of anything? Priests...in a circle...passing bread to one another....bread 
representing the Holy One....commanded by God to do so...as a covenant forever.  And we partake of 
Jesus, as a reminder of all this, when we partake of communion bread. The bread represents his body 
which we consume and in which we become one in his suffering, death and resurrection. 

Luke 22:19–20 (ESV) 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And 
likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood. 

Jesus took the sharing of bread by the Priests in the Holy Place and developed a new command for 
His believers. But that was not the entire purpose of the Table of Shewbread and its 
foreshadowing of Jesus.  

In the Center right before the Curtain was the Golden Altar of Incense  IMAGE 5 
It was the Golden Altar of Incense which was straight ahead, before the veil, this third piece of 
furniture in the Holy Place on which the holy incense was burned. Made from acacia wood overlaid 
with pure gold it stood higher than any other article of furniture in the holy place, 2 cubits (3 feet) tall. 
It was 1 cubit square with a crown of gold around the top and it had 4 golden hornsIt was one cubit 
square and it had around the top a crown of gold. It had four golden horns just as the bronze altar in 
the courtyard. Lower down on each side there were golden rings to insert the poles for carrying.  
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The offered it twice every day was offered by the priest after he had tended the wick and oil on the 
holy lamps. Its horns were also sprinkled with the blood of the sin offering. 

Exodus 30:34–38 (ESV) 34 The Lord said to Moses, “Take sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and 
galbanum, sweet spices with pure frankincense (of each shall there be an equal part), 35 and 
make an incense blended as by the perfumer, seasoned with salt, pure and holy. 36 You shall beat 
some of it very small, and put part of it before the testimony in the tent of meeting where I shall 
meet with you. It shall be most holy for you. 37 And the incense that you shall make according to 
its composition, you shall not make for yourselves. It shall be for you holy to the Lord. 38 Whoever 
makes any like it to use as perfume shall be cut off from his people.” 

The incense was a mixture of three rich and rare spices, which cannot be identified today. These 
were blended with frankincense and beaten to a fine powder and then salt was added. It was 
totally forbidden for this formula to be used by any private individual. It had to be used only in 
the worship of God in the holy place.  

Note that this is the second altar in the Tabernacle. The First was the Brazen Altar and the offering to 
God was innocent Blood. This one is an altar of incense. But you can't have one without the other. 
These two altars are connected and the Altar of Incense depends upon the Bronze Altar. The incense 
was burnt on pieces of hot coal, which the priest removed in a censer or fire pan from the bronze altar 
offering in the courtyard. A censer apparently was a shallow bowl or pan with a handle on it. It could 
be also be used for removing the ashes from the altar or gathering up the burnt parts of the wick from 
the lampstand. What remains of the ugliness of the sacrifice of innocent blood...the coals...are the 
very fuel for the beautiful offering of incense..a pleasing aroma to God.  

Aaron had to burn incense on this altar every morning and evening when he lit the lamps on the 
candlestick. The fire on that altar was taken from the brazen altar in the court. There are two words 
in Hebrew, used in our Bible for 'to burn'. One means to consume, like the sin offering. The other 
word means 'to cause to ascend'. It is this latter word that is used here. There would have been all 
the time a smell of sweet perfume in the Holy Place.  

Poured out on burning coals the incense produced a delightful aroma in the Holy Place. It was the 
offering of the person whose sins had been forgiven by blood and who then went on to express 
the fragrance of love and worship, which was most pleasing to God.  

Of course...this Altar of Incense is an image of Jesus as well.  
This altar seems to bring before us the person of the Son of God as a man ascended up into heaven 
as our great High Priest. The great theme of the letter to the Hebrews is that Jesus has "not entered 
into the holy places made with hands ... but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
for us". He is there constantly engaged in intercession for us, so that we may be kept walking 
through this world, pure and clean, in order that we may serve God.  

The apostle John refers to Him as the Advocate, One who takes up our cause. John writes in his 
first letter: 

1 John 2:1–3 (ESV) 1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 3 And 
by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 
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The golden altar of incense tells us of the ministry of Jesus as our intercessor whose prayers never 
stop ascending to God on our behalf. Jesus said to Peter, "I have prayed for you." The four horns 
speak of Christ's ministry extending to the four corners of the earth. He will always pray for His own 
no matter where they are. He can intercede on our behalf because of the atoning work on the cross 
of Calvary. The incense was fueled by the fire from the altar. It is not just anyone praying for us but 
the King Himself as represented by the crown of gold. He knows our weaknesses and our failings and 
He is praying for us always.  

Psalm 141:2 (ESV) 2 Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my 
hands as the evening sacrifice! 
Hebrews 7:22–25 (ESV) 22 This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant. 23 The former 
priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, 24 
but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is 
able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to 
make intercession for them. 
Romans 8:26–28 (ESV) 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what 
to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 
27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:34–35 (ESV) 34Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who 
is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? 

The golden altar of incense tells us of the ministry of Jesus as our intercessor whose prayers never 
stop ascending to God for us.  

So When we enter the door to the Holy Place....the Spirit of God ushers us in....cleansed of our 
sins...directly into the presence of Jesus...The Holy Place is His room...the place where He is 
glorified...The Holy of Holies is the place of the Father...the place where He is glorified. Once you enter 
into the Tabernacle Tent you have entered into the presence of the Trinity. This is the place where the 
Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit dwell. When God told Moses to build Him a place where He could 
dwell with sinful man...He was of course talking about all of Him...Father Son and Spirit.  

When we read about the Holy Place, we must always remember that we are not Old Testament saints, 
neither are we the children of Israel. Christianity brings us into something much better than what was 
given to the children of Israel. The letter to the Hebrews makes this clear. We must therefore always 
read the Old Testament in the light of the New, otherwise we shall make many mistakes. 

. The tabernacle was on earth; the Christian's way of approach into the presence of God is heavenly. 
The tabernacle was something that you could see and touch, the Bible refers to it as "made with 
hands"  

Hebrews 9:24 (ESV) 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are 
copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 
behalf. 

We today have that which is spiritual, something that is "not made with hands"  
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2 Corinthians 5:1–2 (ESV) 1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent 
we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 

God makes it clear that what He told Moses to make was just a pattern of the spiritual things that 
would be formed after the Lord Jesus had died, been raised again and taken up into heaven. Then the 
Holy Spirit was sent down into the hearts of those who had believed and so the House of God, the 
Church of the living God, has been built today. 

1 Corinthians 10:11 (ESV) 11 Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were 
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 
Romans 15:4 (ESV) 4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
Hebrews 9:23–28 (ESV) 23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified 
with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ 
has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself 
repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, 26 for then 
he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has 
appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just 
as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been 
offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save 
those who are eagerly waiting for him. 

So putting the three items of furniture together we have a picture of a service going on that was 
pleasing to God.  

Looking at the Holy Place as a whole, we can learn that if the light of the truth of God is to be 
maintained for the people of God today, and if they are to be kept in a unity of fellowship which is 
based on the word of God, then this will only be as the result of prayer and intercession. We cannot 
pray too much! It is that link of faith between ourselves and God which will daily keep us in contact 
with Him and give us the strength to walk here pleasing to Him.  

Closing 
If you remember, when we started this series I began talking about that repetitive sin that seems to 
imprison us. I spoke of the thing that we keep asking God to take away but we seem powerfless to 
overcome. If you remember I spoke of a process...a process of surrender...allowing God to change us.  

I said that our problem is that we want God to do things our way and we refuse to do things the way 
He has outlined in Scripture.  

I spoke of Desire...leading to temptation...leading to sin...leading to death...Well actually it was 
James who spoke of it.  

James 1:14–15 (ESV) 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 
desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown 
brings forth death. 

I talked about how we tend to focus on the temptations but God works at the level of our desire.  
Where does this change in our desires happen? In the Holy Place. As we abide with Christ.  
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As we spend time with Him in the Holy Place each day...He changes who we are...As we 
experience more of Him...we discover that there is less of us. We are becoming free.  

Galatians 5:13 (ESV) 13 For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 

So how do you become Free at Last? You spiritually allow the Holy Spirit to take you into the Holy 
Place every day.  

Last week I spoke to the Monday Night Free at Last group about praying through the Tabernacle to 
find freedom from sins.  

It was one of the most powerful spiritual nights we have had a Remnant, but I believe it is only a 
shadow of what God wants to show us.  

If you want to overcome the world and live in a higher spiritual place....then you must live in the Spirit 
not in your flesh.  

Galatians 5:16–24 (ESV) 16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against 
the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18 
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. I warn you, as I warned you before, that 
those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such 
things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 

Walk in the Spirit and destroy your flesh. Let the flow of the River that is the Holy Spirit move your 
spiritually through the Tabernacle God's way. Every day you and I must enter into the Holy Place 
with Jesus..it is where spiritual people belong.  

John 3:6 (ESV) 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 
Spiritual beings belong in Spiritual places.  

Let me show you how to pray through the Tabernacle. If you and I spend time with Jesus every day 
Spiritually...we can't help but change our desires. It is in the Holy Place that we find that we are truly 
free at last.  

Let's pray 
 


