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What is Your Egypt?” 

We often speak about foreshadowing in the Scriptures. There is a day of judgment coming when Jesus 
returns that is called in the Bible, the Day of the Lord or the Coming Wrath. That day of judgment is 
foreshadowed in Jeremiah with the destruction of Jerusalem, Judah and then Egypt, Moab, Babylon and 
every other nation. Let me read to you Jeremiah's account of this Great Day of the Lord in 586BC.  

Lamentations 4 and 5 
The Day of the Lord has come to Judah. They resisted the truth of God and His just punishment has 
befallen them. Just as God had warned desolation, starvation and desperation have over taken 
them. Very few will survive in Jerusalem and Judah. Most who survive have been taken away as 
slaves to Babylon.  

But when the Day of the Lord is over....the foreshadowing of the Great Day of the Lord to come in 
our future...those who remained were left vulnerable. Do they now turn to the Lord? Do they now 
try to flee to somewhere else? Where will they place their trust?  

Jeremiah 42:1–3 (ESV) 1 Then all the commanders of the forces, .... and all the people from the 
least to the greatest, came near 2 and said to Jeremiah the prophet, “Let our plea for mercy 
come before you, and pray to the Lord your God for us, for all this remnant—because we are 
left with but a few, as your eyes see us— 3 that the Lord your God may show us the way we 
should go, and the thing that we should do.” 

It looks like God has finally got their attention. Jeremiah pray to the Lord and let Him guide us. 
They now realize that God's way is best.... 

Jeremiah 42:4 (ESV) 4 Jeremiah the prophet said to them, “I have heard you. Behold, I will 
pray to the Lord your God according to your request, and whatever the Lord answers you I 
will tell you. I will keep nothing back from you.” 

Jeremiah 42:5–6 (ESV) 5 Then they said to Jeremiah, “May the Lord be a true and faithful witness 
against us if we do not act according to all the word with which the Lord your God sends you to us. 6 
Whether it is good or bad, we will obey the voice of the Lord our God to whom we are sending you, 
that it may be well with us when we obey the voice of the Lord our God.” 

Wow this is refreshing right? Lesson learned I guess. Jeremiah returns later and  shares with them 
the instructions of the Lord. 

Jeremiah 42:9–12 (ESV) 9 “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, to whom you sent me to 
present your plea for mercy before him: 10 If you will remain in this land, then I will build you up 
and not pull you down; I will plant you, and not pluck you up; for I relent of the disaster that I 
did to you. 11 Do not fear the king of Babylon, of whom you are afraid. Do not fear him, declares 
the Lord, for I am with you, to save you and to deliver you from his hand. 12 I will grant you 
mercy, that he may have mercy on you and let you remain in your own land. 

Ok Great. We stay and trust the King of Babylon...who by the way just devastated everything 
and almost everyone we have ever known. Remember these are the same people who choose 
not to surrender to Babylon before the Day of the Lord came.  

What other option do they have really? Well it turns out there appears to be a strong nation to the 
south....it's incredibly ironic...Egypt the place their forefathers fled from guided by God through 
Moses....Egypt is a strong nation that could protect them from Babylon.  
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They could...get this...become slaves once again to Egypt...the Pharoahs...So God warns them.  
Jeremiah 42:15–17 (ESV) 15 then hear the word of the Lord, O remnant of Judah. Thus says the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: If you set your faces to enter Egypt and go to live there, 16 then 
the sword that you fear shall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and the famine of which 
you are afraid shall follow close after you to Egypt, and there you shall die. 17 All the men who 
set their faces to go to Egypt to live there shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence. 
They shall have no remnant or survivor from the disaster that I will bring upon them. 

Ok pretty clear what God is directing. Stay here and trust the Babylonians. Just in case there is 
any confusion...God repeats it.  

Jeremiah 42:18–20 (ESV) 18 “For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: As my anger 
and my wrath were poured out on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so my wrath will be poured 
out on you when you go to Egypt. You shall become an execration, a horror, a curse, and a 
taunt. You shall see this place no more.  

Then Jeremiah adds his own emphasis... 
Jeremiah 42:19–22 (ESV) 19 The Lord has said to you, O remnant of Judah, ‘Do not go to 
Egypt.’ Know for a certainty that I have warned you this day 20 that you have gone astray 
at the cost of your lives. For you sent me to the Lord your God, saying, ‘Pray for us to the 
Lord our God, and whatever the Lord our God says, declare to us and we will do it.’ 21 And 
I have this day declared it to you, but you have not obeyed the voice of the Lord your God 
in anything that he sent me to tell you. 22 Now therefore know for a certainty that you 
shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence in the place where you desire to go to 
live.” 

Ok so Egypt is out. Everyone unpack your bags. God says to stay put.  
Jeremiah 43:1–3 (ESV) 1 When Jeremiah finished speaking to all the people all these words of the Lord 
their God, with which the Lord their God had sent him to them, 2 Azariah ... and all the insolent men 
said to Jeremiah, “You are telling a lie. The Lord our God did not send you to say, ‘Do not go to Egypt 
to live there,’ 3 but Baruch the son of Neriah has set you against us, to deliver us into the hand of the 
Chaldeans, that they may kill us or take us into exile in Babylon.” 

Can you believe this? I can. We do this all the time. They had already decided before they ever 
inquired of God what they were going to do.  

They wanted to go to Egypt. Egypt seemed strong and stable. They felt that Egypt would be kinder 
to them than the Babylonians. So they sought God expecting him to confirm what they had 
already decided to do.  

How many times have we done the same thing? God this is what I have decided to do...go ahead 
and approve it for me. I know best God and I am sure that you will want to agree with me.  

Ephesians 5:15–17 (ESV) 15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 
making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the Lord is. 

The word understand is more than just knowledge it implies knowledge that drives 
obedience. But the remnant in Judah were fools...they left and took Jeremiah with them to 
Egypt 
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Jeremiah 44:7–9 (ESV) 7 And now thus says the Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel: Why do you 
commit this great evil against yourselves, to cut off from you man and woman, infant and child, from 
the midst of Judah, leaving you no remnant? 8 Why do you provoke me to anger with the works of 
your hands, making offerings to other gods in the land of Egypt where you have come to live, so that 
you may be cut off and become a curse and a taunt among all the nations of the earth? 9 Have you 
forgotten the evil of your fathers, the evil of the kings of Judah, the evil of their wives, your own evil, 
and the evil of your wives, which they committed in the land of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 

Jeremiah 44:15–17 (ESV) 15 Then all the men who knew that their wives had made offerings to 
other gods, and all the women who stood by, a great assembly, all the people who lived in Pathros 
in the land of Egypt, answered Jeremiah: 16 “As for the word that you have spoken to us in the 
name of the Lord, we will not listen to you. 17 But we will do everything that we have vowed, make 
offerings to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her, as we did, both we and our 
fathers, our kings and our officials, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem. For then we 
had plenty of food, and prospered, and saw no disaster. 

In other words, Jeremiah everything was great until you started talking.  
Jeremiah 44:18 (ESV) 18 But since we left off making offerings to the queen of heaven and 
pouring out drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything and have been consumed by the 
sword and by famine.” 

When we stopped worshiping her and started pretending to worship your God Jeremiah.... 
everything went wrong.  

Jeremiah 46:2 (ESV) 2 About Egypt. Concerning the army of Pharaoh Neco, king of Egypt, which was by 
the river Euphrates at Carchemish and which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon defeated in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah: 

Notice the specifics here. Pharaoh Neco....by the river Euphrates at Carchemish...IMAGE 1 fourth 
year of Jehoiakim...Want to guess when and where the Babylonians defeated the Epyptians? 

About Babylon, it is true that Nebuchadnezzar imposed a stunning and devastating defeat on 
Egypt at the battle of Carchemish. Although he did not occupy the entire nation of Egypt, his 
defeat of Egypt at Carchemish made him the major power in the Middle East, and Egypt was 
subject to him through tribute. Then, much later in 568 BC Nebuchadnezzar did in fact actually 
invade Egypt proper. A fragmentary historical document indicates that Nebuchadnezzar actually 
campaigned in Egypt, subjugating parts of the country about 568 BC.  

Naturally, during this campaign, Nebuchadnezzar took massive booty, as predicted by Ezekiel. 
Ezekiel never prephesied that Nebuchadnezzar would conquer all of Egypt. It says that he will 
campaign there, taking land and plunder as his reward. Ezekiel 29:19 was in fact fulfilled at that 
time to the letter. 
Ezekiel 30:10–11 (ESV) 10 “Thus says the Lord God: “I will put an end to the wealth of Egypt, by 
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. 11 He and his people with him, the most ruthless 
of nations, shall be brought in to destroy the land, and they shall draw their swords against 
Egypt and fill the land with the slain. 
Ezekiel spoke in detail the destruction that would come to Egypt years before God brought it to 
fruition. This clearly describes a campaign in Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar–almost certainly the one 
which we know happened in 568 BC.  
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Eventually, God will bring the same kind of destruction to Babylon after the 70 years are up and He 
brings His remnant back from captivity there. Thus ending the book of Jeremiah. But I believe that God 
wants me to present to you and to myself one more question. 

Who or What is Your Egypt?  
Where are you placing your trust in the battle zone that is your life? Perhaps your life lies in front or 
you in ruins...or maybe its just a part of your life. Things have not gone the way you planned. You feel 
vulnerable, exposed and fearful of your future. You know you have to trust something or somebody.  

Maybe you came here today to hear what God has to say....but you have already decided what you 
are going to do. You don't really want God's instruction and you have no intention of doing what He 
directs....you just want His approval on what you have already decided to do.  

You are leaning on your understanding...the same logic that got you and me into the mess....God 
clearly tells us the way out...He encourages us to trust Him with our future....but our Egypt looks 
like such a sure thing... 

Your Egypt is whatever you have embraced that replaces the things of God.  
Sure we may not be running off to Egypt to find our safety and security. We many not even recognize 
the things in our lives that keep us from true obedience with God. God said that we shall have no 
other gods before Him. That we should not worship idols.  

We are likely not worshiping Baal up on the hills under the tree. Not sacrificing our children at least 
to Baal....but we...like those in Judah...risk God's judgment and wrath for the false gods that we 
chase. The Egypt that we run to...that pull us away from God.  

Let me remind us of the false gods of our day that pull us away from Jesus. I came up with a list 
that probably could have continued forever...but these should get us started...a heart check to see 
if we are truly following God or is we are chasing idols.  
Not all of these things are “bad” in their nature…in fact, a lot aren’t, but they become a problem 
when we allow them to distract us from looking at, and to God. You know those things I’m talking 
about; they can be anything from a job, car, or movie, to fantasy football, Xbox Live, a magazine, 
or even church. There are so many things in this world that fight for our time…and when we allow 
them to take too much…well…we lose our focus. The answer is not necessarily to cut these 
distractions out entirely (in some cases it is), but to realize that they can distract us…and we need 
to keep them in check. 

In each of these areas, many of us know what God has instructed us to do. But we have decided that 
we know best. So we rationalize our actions, decided what we are going to do and then try to get 
God to bless it. In a sense, these are areas where we have already decided to go to Egypt no matter 
what God says.  
1. Money 

We all need it to live in this world, but we must not be owned by it if we are to be not of this 
world. Money itself is not an interference in our walk with God…the love of money is. The pursuit 
of money at the expense of God is sinful.  

Matthew 6:19–21 (ESV) 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
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Matthew 6:24 (ESV) 24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and money. 

So in a nut shell, if we trust God, He will take care of us. That doesn’t mean we should quit our 
jobs, or not earn money…we just need to realize that God is more important, and is far more 
capable of taking care of us than we are. Money might be the blood flow of the world, but it is 
not the blood flow of those who are in Jesus…faith is. We cannot preoccupy our lives thinking 
about money or the lack of it at the expense of our faith in God. Make sure your pursuit of 
money and material things don't overstep your time pursuing God.  

2. Media 
It is so easy to get caught up in the media. And when I say media, I’m referring to the Internet, TV, 
movies, music, video games, newspapers, magazines…all of it.  The media is so dangerous because 
it is so easy to get consumed in. Everywhere we turn, some sort of media is right in our face.  

And the worst part; it’s littered with filth. Almost every commercial on TV, and every 
advertisement on the Internet is trying to convince us that we are missing something, and they 
are the ones that can fill the need. Our young girls and women are bombard by the media with 
how they should look, feel, and act…movies, music, TV shows…they all are horrible influences on 
us because they can subliminally tell us how to live, whats right and wrong, etc. 

I could literally go on and on about the media, and how distracting it is. The key to overcoming 
the media is to be wise in what we watch, read, play, etc, and in how much time we spend 
with it. We should always be willing to give it up, and quite honestly, some of the things we 
indulge in (in the media), we need to give up. If a something is pure filth, we shouldn’t be 
giving it any time to influence us, no matter how funny, sexy, or “cool”, it is. 

Make sure your pursuit of entertainment doesn't overstep your time pursuing God.  
3. Fame 

This includes the praise and opinion of others. Caring about and seeking the approval and praise of 
people we know instead of God. Trusting what man says instead of what God says.  

Peer pressure does not go away with age, it intensifies. Make sure your pursuit of the approval 
of others doesn't  overstep your desire to seek God's approval.    

4. Church/Religion –  
The main reason I see is that it can be so easy to pursue church, and beliefs about God, but forget 
to pursue God Himself. It is so easy to go to church to…well…go to church, when the real reason 
we should be going church is to refuel for our week by coming together with fellow believers to 
worship and meditate on God. 

To keep church from becoming a distraction from God, make sure you are pursuing God before 
pursuing “beliefs” about Him, or church/religion. We need to get past religion and into a 
relationship. 

Make sure your pursuit of serving God  doesn't overstep your time building a relationship with 
God.  

5. Relationships –  
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Every kind of relati0nship falls into this category; friends, parents, siblings, spouses, girl/boy 
friends, children, co-workers, bosses, etc. We can allow any of these relationships to distract us 
from God. It is our relationships that are our connection with the world, and it is our human 
nature to have them, but when we allow any one of these relationships threaten to become more 
important to us than God…well, they become a distraction.  

I would have to say the relationship with the most danger of becoming a distraction from our 
walk with God would be that of a boy-friend, girl-friend, or spouse. These relationships in their 
nature, demand the most time, and that is why it is extremely important that they are centered 
around God. If they aren’t, you will see your walk with God spiraling downward. In a dating 
relationship, don’t compromise your morals. 

Make sure your pursuit of a relationship with someone, including your spouse and particularly 
your children....doesn't overstep your relationship with Jesus.  

6. Routine –  
The most important thing is that spending time with God should be in your routine! Far too often 
do we just squeeze God in when we have down time (I am extremely guilty of this). Its so easy to 
get caught up in all the things we have to do, like work, eat, sleep, etc. I often find sleep getting in 
the way! I mean, if I didn’t spend that extra hour sleeping in, I would have a whole hour with 
nothing to do but seek God! So make sure spending time with God is a part of our routine. And 
also, make sure you are willing to abort your routine, and let God have complete control. 

Laziness or being Slothful 
God tells His children that we are not to be lazy. If we are able to work we are to work. In fact, 
God says that if His children.....those who claim to follow Him....are able to work and choose not 
to...we are instructed to not even feed them.  

Those who follow Jesus are to serve others....not sit around expecting to be served. Slothfulness 
is subtle in our society. It is accepting disability when you are not truly disabled. It is 
exaggerating excuses to avoid work. It is an attitude of entitlement and an expectation that 
others should take care of you. It is shameful for those who claim to follow Jesus.  

This one is not optional. It is not about balance. It is about stopping the sin and returning back 
to God's ways.  

7. Our Work 
Work, work, work. What a distraction this can be! And I’m not just referring to a job, I mean 
everything from a job, to leading worship, a bible study, a ministry, a soccer team, a scout 
troop...or anything! Even things we are doing "for God" because we want it to bless people. We 
think God needs us to help Him and things become about us. 

8. Our Hobbies 
The dangerous thing about them is that they can consume a lot of our time...and money. We can 
turn to them to stroke our pride and to obtain the praise of others. Not bad until these things 
supercede our time with God.  

I have seen too many times, a family prioritizes their children's sports over the family's 
attendance at church, and within a few years, the family begins to internally fall apart spiritually 

Make sure your pursuit of your hobbies doesn't overstep your time pursuing God.  
9. Blessings from God 
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Desiring a blessing from God, more than desiring God Himself. Many of us get destracted thinking 
about all that God can do for us...or what we need God to do for us....We worry about everything 
at the expense of our time with God. Our primary focus is what God can do for us in a situation 
rather than God's presence in our situation.  

Matthew 6:33 (ESV) 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you. 

10. Spiritual Leaders 
What I’m referring to is becoming dependent upon your pastor or another believer. This can be a 
really deadly interference in our walk with God. It is not our pastors responsibility to feed us all we 
need to be spiritually healthy…it is our responsibility. A lot of people fall into the habit of only 
giving God Sunday morning. 

Our pastor is a, or should be, good leader and example, but he should only be that…nothing 
more. 
Don't let living your relationship with God through someone else preoccupy your time and need 
to relate to God yourself.  

11. Ourselves 
We are, by nature, sinful, and if we live by our nature, we will not get close to God. That is why we 
need to die to ourselves, and live in Christ . But no matter what we do, there will be a constant 
battle within ourselves between spirit and flesh. That is why we need to constantly allow God to 
search our hearts, and purify it . The first step to overcoming ourselves is being aware. 

You and I have a sinful desire from birth to worship ourselves. To devote all of our time, energy, 
money, devotion, interest, and effort to pursuing our needs and our wants. We are a dangerous 
idol. 

12. Science and Technology 
I see this all the time. People trusting scientists to help them live forever. Worshiping the latest 
medical breakthrough instead of the God who revealed it.  

Believing Man's explanation of natural things instead of God's.  
Trusting Doctors, chemo drugs, premier cancer centers, alternative options, and the 
reputation of man's abilities rather than God's supreme oversight and care.  

Caring for and more connected to our smart phones than we are to Jesus. More concerned about 
the battery life on our phone than the life we find in our Scriptures. Lining up for hours outside the 
store to get the latest newest...and not even getting out of bed to come to church. Binge watching 
filth on TV and starving for God's word.  

This one could go on forever.  
13. Your Sports Team 

Do you love, worship and devote more time to your sports team than you do your Savior? 
Are you more excited about the next game or the next time you get to come Worship Jesus?  

Are you able to quote every Stat and history of your team and then tell others that you just 
can't memorize Scriptures? 
When people think of you...if their first thought that you are a fan of whomever...or a fan of 
Jesus? How do they see you. What have you showed them as most important to you? 

14. Nationalism/Patriotism/Military 
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This one is huge. Far too many people and churches worship the American flag more than Jesus.  
When the world seems unstable to us...we often turn our trust to our military power....instead 
of God. We worship our military might and find our faith in their protection of us rather than 
God's  

We act as if God doesn't care about every other nation on earth. We don't even blink at the 
lives lost in every war...on both sides. We place our trust in the idol of our nation's military 
strength. We also place our trust, just like those in Judah, of what God has done for our nation 
in the past....as if He must do that same for us now...regardless of our obedience to Him.  

There are so many areas of our lives where we have already decided what we are going to do. We 
have already decided where we are going to spend our time, our money, and the importance that 
we place on these kinds of things.  

We surrendered our lives to Jesus...but I am not sure that we really meant it. Because when He 
asks us to give up or re prioritize these false idols in order to grow in a relationship with Him...we 
run to Egypt.  

We pray that God is ok with all that we have already decided to do....and when He is not...we 
don't change anything. Then we come here singing I surrender all....and our hearts haven't really 
surrendered anything.  

The one thing every believer should be able to say each night with ease...is that nothing during the 
day...kept us from the Scriptures...our time alone with God...and reaching others with the Gospel.  

If you can't rest easy at night in those areas....you are chasing idols....running to Egypt...and 
God's correction and discipline is coming if you are a believer.  
God disciplines His children...much of what believers go through that they call an attack of Satan 
is the discipline of a loving Father trying to get their attention and redirect their priorities.  
It is more Christian ease to say that Satan is attacking us...theoretically because we are so 
spiritual....than that God is disciplining us for our disobedience and sinful choices..  

We have lots of Egypts. We know what God has said. We understand what God desires. He has told 
us...repeated it..told us again...made sure we undertood.  

He has warned us of the consequences of chasing after these things. For believers who are saved, 
they will not bring about our destruction, but they will bring about our separation from all that God 
had planned for us. The very thing we seek by chasing after these false idols...the Egypts that we run 
to..are the very things that we find only in Christ.  

1 John 5:20–21 (ESV) 20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us 
understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son 
Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 

Idols don’t leave on their own. In the power of the gospel, we have to tear them down-- to destroy 
them. We need to remove them from our lives and depart from them. We need to have spiritual 
checks and balances...keeping God front and center in everything.  

We need to stay where we are....resist fleeing to false places with false claims...and put our trust 
in God.  
But remember the Remnant. The group that chose to pursue God...to prioritize God...to listen and 
obey God...They were completely restored. They were guarded and protected by God and they 
came back to live in His blessings.  
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Because they chose God...He returned them to home...He brought the promise of the covenant 
back to them....and He proved what He had been promising forever.  
God's message to Judah? To Us? To our children and the generations to come until His return? 
In everything....Trust and Obey....for there is no other way.  

That is the message of Jeremiah. He has placed before you the way of life and the way of death. 
Trust God before it is too late to do so.  

 


