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“Mine, Mine, All Mine!” 

We are glad that you have joined us to continue our Change of Heart Series. This has been a challenging 

series for all of us. I am so encouraged to hear how we are making changes in our lives to become more 

like Jesus. It is one thing to come and hear a sermon but it is so much more to live it out. I am so proud 

of our church. This has not been an easy journey.  Today we are going to talk about something else that 

we store up in our hearts..... 

Something that most of us deny that we have....something Jesus wants to clean out....Today we are 

going to talk about GREED.  

Most of us when we think of greed we think of Scrooge- mean, guarded, and holding on to all his 

gold, living in poverty because he doesn't want to spend his money and without a compassionate 

bone in his body. We look at that picture and think, I am definitely not that person so… I am 

certainly not greedy.  

Greed is difficult because at times greed can be camouflaged as a virtue. People who struggle with 

greed often say that they are careful, they are a saver, they are a good steward, they don’t want 

to have to one day depend upon someone else, or they are just being protective over their stuff.  

It is very easy for greed to be camouflaged as something that is a positive thing. So almost no 

one when looking over their life thinks my problem is at the core of my being I am just greedy. 

Greed is very difficult to see in the mirror. Greed is no always so obvious.  

But Jesus is going to teach us that there are different kinds of greed and like other heart issues 

we have discussed we often don’t deal with it because we don’t see it. I also want to reassure 

you that today’s topic of greed really has nothing to do with money or the church wanting your 

money. I will warn you in advance that I am going to ruffle some feathers today.  

I want to remind you that I have every one of these things in my heart and it is a daily struggle 

to agree with Jesus and allow Him to clean out my heart.  

When your start to get upset with me later, please remember that my motive in all these 

sermons is to do the very hard and difficult work of revealing the condition of our hearts so that 

we can be clean with God and tools for His service.   

One thing that I know for sure is that I am a greedy person. I have struggled with this for years. 

This is an area of my life where I have made one step forward and two steps back. I am 

teaching this heart condition today from the perspective of one who has had some hard life 

lessons and still has a lot to learn.  

I am a recovering materialist. I know how hard this is because at one point in my life 

everything about me was linked to my possessions. I trusted my possessions, I loved my 

possessions, I guarded my possessions, I placed my security in my possessions,  

I took great pride in my possessions, I allowed my possessions to define me, I put my possessions 

ahead of every relationship in my life, and my entire life centered around the worship of my 

possessions. I used every relationship in my life to further secure for me more possessions. I had a 

heart full of greed. I had an insatiable appetite to worship myself and bring all of my possessions into 

my storehouse to honor glorify and worship me.   
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I was first in line to buy the latest technology, the newest electronics, the best golf equipment, the 

best boat....you name it and I had to have it. Now here is the interesting thing....A lot of the things 

that I bought for me I didn't even really want.....I just deep down in my heart thought I deserved the 

best. I thought I could buy security. I thought I could buy peace. I thought I could spend my way in to 

protecting my family.  

Greed is about what or who you worship. The word worship literally means to place worth upon. 

When we worship Jesus we are saying to Him that he is worth the value of our praise.  

 

Painfully though I discovered through the process that I was not worthy of my worship or anyone 

else’s. I learned that my money doesn’t bring security- only God does. I learned that my money 

doesn’t define me- only God does. I learned that I don’t provide the money I have- only God does. I 

learned that I don’t have the answers to my greed- only God does. So I had to learn how to give God 

control of my finances in order to turn my life around. What I have learned through the process is 

that  

You may be thinking that since I am doctor and doctors are generally well compensated....that greed is 

a problem for people who are rich......not true. Greed has nothing to do with your income. 

Some of the greediest people I know....can barely rub two nickels together.  

Greed is not a financial issue. It is a heart issue.  

I can tell you from my own experience that Jesus wants to free us from the bondage of greed 

and self-sufficiency. Jesus saw greed as an attack and something that we have to guard against.  

One day Jesus was teaching a large crowd. His topic was on the value of God. He had told them of their 

great value to God and the importance of placing God first in your life. Luke tells us that thousands of 

people we trying to get close to Jesus and they were actually trampling each other to do so.  

Jesus tells them of the great cost of following Him. The sacrifices that are necessary. How important 

the things of God are and much less important the things of this world.  

As Jesus is trying to teach them the value of following Him...a man cries out from the crowd.... 

Luke 12:13–15 (ESV) 13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.”  

Often rabbis served as mediators in such disputes, and so this man approaches Jesus as he 

would a leader of the Jewish community.  

It should be noted that the brother really does not want an arbiter but an advocate on his 

behalf: “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” As always...Jesus looks 

into the heart...and He sees something ugly...He sees something that is being hoarded....He 

sees....greed.   

Luke 12:13–15 (ESV) 13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 

15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against.... 

Jesus did not feel it was His responsibility to judge every matter and solve every problem. There 

were some disputes that He refused to become entangled in. 

It wasn’t that Jesus is unconcerned about justice; but He was all too aware that this man’s 

greed would do him more harm than not having the money he wanted 
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Luke 12:13–15 (ESV) 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, 

for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

Jesus warns us to watch out! Jesus teaches us that there are all kinds of greed. Many would say that 

they are not like scrooge and they don’t have greed because their heart goes out to those in need, 

their heart goes out to those who are starving, their heart goes out to those who are homeless, and 

their heart goes out to those who are victims of crime or natural disasters.  

My heart goes out so I have a compassionate heart and thus I don’t think I really have a greed issue 

in my heart. But Jesus says, watch out. Be on your guard against all kinds of greed.   

Sure there is the obvious scrooge type of greed but other types of greed are more subtle and yet 

just as destructive. Then Jesus goes on to describe a very specific kind of greed.  

Jesus is essentially saying, hey for those of you who don’t think greed is an issue, your life is not 

defined or found in the abundance of your possessions. What Jesus is saying that is so powerful.  

He teaches us that there is a kind of greed, probably the most common kind of greed, where you 

live as if the acquisition, the hoarding, the constant upgrading and the storing up of possessions 

defines your life.   

Jesus says that there is a type of greed that we can be totally unaware of....a more subtle type of 

greed... 

Your life is defined by a type of greed where your possessions are placed at the altar of your 

god…you.  

Jesus says that there is a type of greed that we can be totally unaware of where life is all about 

purchasing, upgrading, hoarding for our desires. Then someone comes along and asks if we 

would make a $500 donation for someone else.  

Then we look in our immediate checking account and tell them that I don’t have an extra $500 

but here is $20. I will spend all kinds of energy, all kinds of time, and all kinds of money to 

upgrade my lifestyle but if you want a donation I looked in my checking account and I don’t 

have the cash so I better not.  

What is up with that? You never let your lack of cash keep you from upgrading your lifestyle 

when you want something. But you sure let the fact that you don’t have the cash keep you from 

donating to someone else. Do you know what Jesus would call that? Greed.   

Many of us live our lives as if they depend upon the latest purchase, the latest upgrade or the 

latest want. You can call it whatever you want, trendy perhaps, but Jesus says, I am going to 

call it greed. You will begin to see it when someone asks for a gift or donation. 

Isn’t it amazing how different our attitude is toward spending than it is toward giving?  

In other words we will spend money that we don’t have for things that we don’t need. But then 

when someone asks us to give, our mind goes in a completely different direction. Someone asks us 

to give to something....We look at what we have immediately right now available and make a giving 

decision.  

But we don’t make spending decisions that way. What is that? It is greed. Why is it that we can’t 

give $100 but we will put $4000 on a credit card if it is for us?  
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Here is the deception that we all buy into. We say, I feel compassionate, I feel sorry for others, I 

really want to give, I really want to help meet that need, I really want to help that cause, I really 

want to be generous, and I have all these great heart feelings but I just can’t write the check. I 

feel like my heart is good because of all these feelings but I can’t give you the dollars because 

they are not immediately accessible.  

Then we turn right around and leverage and borrow and make poor financial decisions purely 

for the sake of me, my lifestyle, what I drive, etc. What is that? Jesus says it is greed.  

Last week we learned that guilt says "I owe you" Today we need to understand what Greed 

says. 

Greed says, "I Worship ME" 

Greed is using God’s resources and treasures for the worship of a false god- us. Greed is not a money 

issue but rather a heart issue and Jesus, our cardiologist, wants to deal with it and clean out our 

hearts, because it becomes the filter through which you make your financial and relational and 

Kingdom decisions.  

You will know that you are conquering greed in your heart when you work as hard to reallocate your 

resources for the needs of someone else as you do for your own wants. Let’s unpack this a bit 

further.  

Please join me in Matthew 6:19. This passage is so powerful because Jesus gives us a very practical 

way to allow God to change our hearts. But let me warn you, like all the other things Jesus asks us 

to do to rid things from our heart this one is not easy either.  

Matthew 6:19 (ESV) 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 

and where thieves break in and steal, 

It is a clear command…don’t do it! Now we will see later that He is not talking about don’t have a 

savings account, don’t have a retirement account, or don’t’ save for your kids college fund. This is not 

a verse against being responsible. In fact, in other verses of the Bible we are told to be like the ant and 

stores up for the winter and life’s eventualities.  

This is not about go liquidate everything and live on the street and God will bless you. Jesus is not 

arguing here for irresponsible living. I know many people who are self-righteous, pious, and arrogant 

about their poverty. Jesus is not teaching us to adopt that sinful attitude. He is addressing those of 

us who keep swapping out the old for the new and who are on this incessant hoarding mission 

chasing our wants rather than His needs. Jesus says, Stop it!  

Jesus says....release your death grip on the stuff in this world. Stop hoarding things in your heart and 

in your life on earth. Let me ask you this question...Where do we usually store our stuff?  

We are great at filling up homes, garages, attics, storage sheds....we tend to store up all of our stuff 

near us in our homes.  

Jesus says....that is great. You should store up all of your valuables at home...but my Talidim...my 

followers....remember...this place is not your home.  

Matthew 6:20 (ESV) 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
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The only thing Jesus wants us to store are the spiritual things in our lives that belong at our home...in 

heaven. Those are the only things worth keeping and they are so valuable they belong in heaven. 

What are these kinds of treasures? 

We are to treasure the Lord Jesus most of all. When Jesus is our treasure, we will commit our 

resources—our money, our time, our talents—to His work in this world. Our motivation for what we 

do is important (1 Corinthians 10:31). Paul encourages servants that God has an eternal reward for 

those who are motivated to serve Christ: “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance 

from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving” (Colossians 3:23–24). 

When we live sacrificially for Jesus’ sake or serve Him by serving the body of Christ, we store up 

treasure in heaven. Even seemingly small acts of service do not go unnoticed by God. “If anyone 

gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that 

person will certainly not lose their reward” (Matthew 10:42). 

Jesus says....store up true treasures in heaven....when it comes to the things on earth....He tells us 

to give that junk away.  

Just in case you don’t believe me, let’s jump back over to Luke where He is teaching the same 

lesson.  

Luke 12:33 (ESV) 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags 

that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and 

no moth destroys. 

It is Jesus’ way of saying I want you to liquidate some of your possessions. Not all of them. Meet the 

needs of your family and reasonably plan for your future but upgrade someone else’s life out of the 

abundance I have given you.   

I want you to quit thinking about your bigger and better and more and I want you to get really 

creative and give some thought to how you can reallocate things from your kingdom to God’s 

Kingdom, your needs to someone else’s needs, your wants to someone else’s wants.  So Jesus 

teaches: 

Don’t be a hoarder of things. Be a giver. 

Then he gives us the reason why. I love this about God. Every time God challenges us with a 

difficult command, He provides the encouragement that we can do it, and He gives us the 

blessing that will follow if we obey Him. Now both of our passages in Luke and Matthew end 

with this promise.  What do you think the promise would be?  

You would expect Jesus to say, don’t store up your treasures because people are hungry and 

need food, don’t store up your treasures because people need clothes and you have 2 closets 

full, or don’t store up your treasures because you have 2 empty bedrooms and others are 

begging for a tent, or don’t store up your treasures because young girls are sold into sex trade 

and we can purchase their security, or don’t store up your treasures because a community 

without vibrant churches isn’t worth living in. 
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Those would be good reasons to not store up stuff right? But that is not where Jesus goes here. 

Not that He disagrees, but He is teaching us a huge lesson about greed and our heart. Jesus once 

again cuts to the core of what drives our decisions. He takes us to this powerful principle that if 

applied to your life on a daily basis will keep your heart free and clear of greed and will provide 

for the needs of others. 

Luke 12: 34 (ESV) 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  Matthew 6:21 (ESV) 

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.   

Jesus says I want you to get greed out of your heart because there is a connection between your 

treasure and your heart. Jesus knows that if we can get our hearts in the right place all those other 

needs we mentioned will be well funded and others will be cared for.   

Greed is not about your money.  Geed is not about how much money you have....You may have tons 

of stuff....or you may just have what is on your back....it doesn't matter....It is not about how much 

you have, but the condition of your heart and your thoughts regarding what you do have...or more 

specifically what you think you deserve.  Remember Jesus searches the heart but tests the mind.  

Jesus says that where your treasure is....that is where I find your heart.  

Show me the investment of your money and I will show you the current condition of your heart.  

If you want to know where your heart is right now, follow the money trail. Look through your 

checkbook, your American Express Bill, your VISA register, go online and look at your bank 

account. Look at how you spend your disability check, look at how you spend the money that you 

do come across,  

But wait a minute you say, I know my money doesn’t show it but my heart goes out to 

them…my heart wants to help them…if you want to know where your heart is and not just what 

your heart feels…watch the money trail. Your feelings come and go but the condition of your 

heart and the location of your money reveal the truth about the condition of your heart.    

Have you ever watched someone make an investment in a speculative stock? All the sudden 

they are checking the stock price several times a day.  They never checked the stock price 

before. They may not even know what the company does. But now they are invested in how 

that stock does. They made an investment. They have to check on it several times a day because 

where your money goes….your heart goes.  

Now if you have checked out because this is a pastor giving a money talk, check back in for the 

next three minutes. This is so important and this is what Jesus says. The reason that I want you 

to sell some stuff and give it away, the reason that I want you to begin to reallocate, and the 

reason that I want you to begin to give generously is this.  

Where your money goes today shows where your heart is, but if you make a decision to 

change where your money goes…your heart will change and go there also. Where you spend 

your money is an indicator of the current condition of your heart but it can also be used to 

change your heart.  

If you spend your money somewhere else, in a matter of time, your heart will follow. If you 

move your treasure from your kingdom to God’s kingdom…your heart takes a huge step 

toward God.  
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Jesus says, I don’t want your stuff, I want your heart. Jesus knows that if we will make the 

hard and difficult decision to reallocate our wealth then our hearts will follow where our 

money went.  

Jesus is teaching us the antidote to greed....Greed says "I Worship Me...I invest in me...My treasure goes 

to me...my heart is all about me"....The antidote? Giving.....endless generosity. 

If you end the pursuit of endless acquisition and replace it with endless generosity, you will strip your 

heart of greed.  

Jesus tells us to systematically begin sending our money outside of our kingdom and toward God’s 

kingdom and in time our heart will follow. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.  Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV).  

Notice that Jesus did not say, where you serve, there your heart will be also. Or where you attend, 

there your heart will be also. Or where you wish your treasure could go, there your heart will be 

also. He says that where your treasure actually is there your heart will be also. So when you make 

a financial investment in a community of believers your investment is much deeper than a 

financial one. You take your heart there.  

Your money and your possessions have the potential to redirect your heart. God wants your 

heart connected to Him and to your church. When you take God’s resources and use them to 

worship yourself…God calls it greed and He has another word for it. Robbery deserving of His 

curse.  

Malachi 3:8-10 (ESV). 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed 

you?’ In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole 

nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 

thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and 

pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.  

God says test Him and bring your full tithe to His house, the church, and He promises a blessing. Is 

your heart connected to your church? If you have a hard time connecting to God or to a particular 

church I would ask you this question. Are you invested? No really. Have you made a literal financial 

investment in the work God is doing there and in your life? Is your treasure invested in your church? 

God’s word tells us that where our money goes our hearts will be.  

Could I ask you to consider that maybe your heart is not connected to God or a particular church 

family because you have not made a financial investment there? So often people attend churches 

for years and don’t personally financially invest in God’s work there and then they wonder why they 

don’t seem to feel like they are part of that community of believers.  

Jesus teaches us that this form of greed is not a financial issue but rather a heart issue. By not 

tithing you are missing out on the blessings of being fully committed and connected to His work 

and to other believers. He wants to break the power of greed in our lives because it steals our 

heart and isolates us from other believers.  

More importantly it separates us from God. Do you enjoy intimacy with those who are stealing 

from you?  
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I have spoken to so many who made the difficult decision to begin giving. I have been there 

and it is a scary huge faith step. They wrote their first tithe check or maybe they decided to 

join others in becoming a percentage giver to the church.  The stories that come back to us are 

not about their money but rather the overwhelming change that occurred in their hearts.  

Figuring out how to rearrange our resources to free us up for giving opportunities changes 

hearts. I have never met anyone who regretted following God’s advice in this area. The 

blessings are huge because where you send your treasure your heart ultimately follows.  

Two weeks ago I said that when someone tells me they don’t feel connected to God my first 

question address the manner in which they have honored God with their bodies sexually. 

My second question is the manner in which they have honored God with the money that He 

has provided for them and asked them to steward.  

In the next part of this passage Jesus seems to go random. It seems unrelated but it is so 

powerful that it just makes you shake your head in amazement at how brilliant Jesus is and 

how amazing His teachings and this book are. This is so God that it gives me goose bumps. 

Some people connect to God through worship or nature; these kinds of scripture revelations 

light my jets. Let me share this next section with you.  

Matthew 6:22–23 (ESV) 22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body 

will be full of light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in 

you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 

Isn’t that helpful? That cleared everything right up. Jesus we were talking about our heart and giving 

and generosity and now you go random and begin to talk about eyes, our body, darkness and light. 

Jesus, what are you talking about? 

Everything that Jesus said and did was brilliant. If it doesn’t make sense dig deeper until it does. Ask 

the Holy Spirit who teaches all things to show you what you are missing.  

Jesus is doing a word play here. Just as your eye directs your body…where you focus is where you 

go. It is hard to go somewhere that you are not looking at. Your eyes lead your body just like your 

treasure leads your heart. Show me what you are looking at and I will show you where you are 

going. Show me what you treasure and I will show you where your heart is going.  

Your treasure is not just an indicator of where your heart is but it can also be an indication of 

where your heart is going to be.  

There are two words here that are very interesting. Jesus is just brilliant. Jesus says that if your 

eye is good. Jesus taught in Aramaic but the Greek word Luke used for good is used nowhere 

else in the New Testament. That word can mean good or generous. So Jesus is saying to them, 

if your eyes are good or generous your whole body will be full of light.  

Then He goes on and says that if your eyes are bad. The Greek word that Luke uses for bad is 

used in Matthew 20 and is translated envious. That little Greek word can mean bad or 

envious. So Jesus teaches us that if your eyes are generous your whole body will be full of 

light, but if your eyes are envious, hoarding stuff for you, your whole body will be full of 

darkness. 

In other words, this issue of the heart, this greed vs. generosity has the potential, not just to 

impact you financially, but has the potential to impact your whole life. Every facet of your 

life will be impacted by your perspective of your possessions.  
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Let me ask you this. Have you ever met an extraordinary generous person that was not happy? Think 

about the most generous people that you know and I can promise you that your first thought of them 

brings a smile because they are happy people. Notice that they are not happy because they have 

money to give away, they are happy because they actually do give it away.  

Jesus says that because they have generous eyes, their whole life is full of light. Have you ever met 

an envious, greedy rich person?  They also have lots of money to give away but where they happy? 

No.  

The paradox is that having money does not bring happiness, having money and giving it away to 

others brings happiness.  

So you see, this is not a financial issue. It is not a “give to the church so we can accomplish the work 

that God have given us to do” sermon. Rather, this is about the condition of your heart. I believe that 

the reason God allows us to steward His resources is that it allows us to know where our hearts are. 

God already knows the true condition of our hearts, but He uses our management of His money to 

reveal that condition to us. He allows us to manage His treasure so we can discover our hearts not 

as we see them but as He sees them.  

Jesus says that you have got to make the tough decision to begin sending your stuff and your 

money in a new direction. Not because God needs you to move your money somewhere else. He 

could take all of your money away in a split second. No He wants you to move your money in a 

new direction because He knows that your heart will follow and you must know the condition of 

your heart.   

Generosity breaks the power of greed in the human heart.  

Then Jesus closes this teaching with a reminder that we have unpacked before.  

Matthew 6:24 (ESV)24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.  

Ok God. You got me and I am convicted. I feel guilty because I know that I owe you. I learned that in 

week one. But what am I supposed to do? Does this mean that I should never upgrade my stuff? That I 

should be listening to 8 tracks and eating TV dinners on folding trays and making Jiffy Pop? How long 

does the 1972 Green Ford Pinto have to last? Does this mean that I have to sell my lake house, or my 

boat, and I am to never get a new car? Does it mean we never upgrade our clothes? I want to be 

obedient, but how does this work?  

If I know I have greed in my heart...what do I do about it. How do I implement generosity in my life 

and find the right balance? How do I love Jesus with my money instead of loving my money?  

Churches are at times full of Self Righteous Poor Christians. They believe that having very little 

materially makes them more spiritual and any possessions are an indication of selfishness. And in 

the same pews are Self Righteous Rich Christians who think they are more spiritual because they 

have so much and God has somehow blessed them more.  

You could go to an extreme. Where is the balance here? I want to follow Jesus and steward His 

money well.  
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Generosity toward God starts in God's home. He calls it first fruits....He expects His believers to fund the 

church with our first fruit and other ministries on top of that. Here is the practical way to apply this. I call 

it the 4 P’s of generosity. 

We must learn prayerful, percentage, prioritized and progressive giving to put a lid on our greed. 

First we must prayerfully engage God in this area of our lives. The antidote to guilt is confession and 

if we have supported our kingdom but not God’s kingdom, we may need to confess vertically and 

horizontally. Then we are to practice saying, “Yes Lord”. Let’s all say that together so we don’t get 

confused on the answer 

Once we have the answer down then we can ask God the question, “What percentage am I to 

allocate to your kingdom Lord?” Now remember the answer is “Yes Lord” no matter what 

percentage He reveals to you. Once God directs that percentage of your income, you decide before 

you ever receive it that you are going to give it away. That is the percentage part.  

Then the prioritized part comes in. Before I spend a penny on my kingdom, my lifestyle and my 

wants and upgrades, I am going to take that percentage and give it to what God is doing in the world 

around me through my local church. I am going to get it outside my kingdom and into God’s 

kingdom.  

Not based on need, not based on gut reaction, not by my heart going out in a moment of 

manipulation, not based on if I like the sermon, not based on if I like the pastor, not based on if 

they do everything my way, I am not going to depend upon those kinds of motivators anymore. I 

am upfront choosing a percentage and the first check or checks that I write are going outside of 

my kingdom to fund things that have nothing to do with me. My first check, my tithe, is going to 

my church. The place God calls His local storehouse. Did you notice in the Malachi verse that God 

distinguishes tithes and contributions. Let’s look at that again. 

Malachi 3:7–10 (ESV) 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we 

robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing 

me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in 

my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of 

heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 

Your tithe goes to God’s storehouse (the church) and your contributions go to other causes or 

ministries, as you desire once God’s storehouse is supported.  

Notice that God indicates that we are robbing Him of tithes and contributions. He wants his 

church and his ministries funded. God’s work is to be funded by God’s people. But notice that 

the test relates to the tithe and God’s storehouse. God places a high priority on supporting the 

local church.  

He dares you to test Him on this. Which means that automatically my lifestyle drops. Which 

means that automatically my priorities are in place and I am putting someone else or 

someone else’s needs ahead of mine.  

Then the fourth principle is progressive. Which means that as time goes by and your income rises, 

you increase your percentage. Too many of us have been giving 10% for far too long. Well truthfully 

too many of us haven’t been giving 10% at all. It is the elephant in the room that no one talks about.  
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Every once in a while I will hear someone say that people come to church with a tip rather than 

tithe. Very few of us would ever go to a restaurant or valet and tip 1% because it would be 

insulting. Tipping in our culture begins at 10%- if churches in America were filled with true 

“tippers” God’s work in churches and ministries would never be hindered financially because we 

would all be well funded.  

Instead most evangelical Christians tithe at about 1.5% of their gross income. I am so thankful 

that there are so many at Remnant who sacrificially give with joy to all God is doing through our 

church. Some are faithfully giving huge percentages.  

Many have experienced a downturn in their income and we understand but their percentage 

remains faithful. Tithing is not based on the economy. The command does not change during 

economic downturns. I want to thank you for joining your hearts with ours by returning God’s 

treasure to His storehouse. If you have not committed to giving to Remnant, I want to 

encourage you to do so because where your money goes your heart is also.  

I haven’t backed off of a topic in this series yet so since I am on the soapbox let me go ahead and drive 

this point by looking at this concept from some other perspectives. Let me give you a couple of 

questions that may help to reveal greed in your heart. 

God directed those in the Old Testament to give a tenth....the first tenth...their firstfuit to the mission 

and operations of the temple...their church. That was just a starting point for them. In all about 40% of 

all income for first century Jews went toward the temple and other missions of God. The temple was 

the tithe and the contributions were these other opportunities to give. So with that in mind, think 

about how much you gave to Remnant last year. What if instead of your tithe being dependent upon 

your income....what if it was the other way around? 

What if you had to live on 10X your last year’s annual tithe?  For some of us that would be a difficult 

reality. But that is the reality for our church. How much money would God have to give you to get 

$10,000 out of you back into His kingdom? Would God have to give you $100,000 just to get $10,000 

circulating back into kingdom work? 

That is kind of embarrassing when you think about it. Yet for many in this room based on the 

average percentage giving of Christians in the US today of about 1.5%, God would have to give us 

$666,666 (that is a scary number) in order to get $10,000 back into the kingdom 

$665,000 for us and $10,000 for God. If God has to give you more than $100,000 or God forbid 

(and oh by the way He does) $666,666 to get $10,000 back, you may have just realized that you 

are a greedy person. Seeing that ugliness in your heart is the first step to allowing Jesus to rid you 

of it.  

But once your start giving to God He calls you to always stretch in this area and give more. If God 

can get it through you, He will get it to you. But I am not suggesting that God limits your giving to 

just the church. Once you are faithful in your tithe He moves you to become faithful in your 

contributions.  

I have told you that I am a recovering materialist. I am a greedy person. I have had to learn to shift 

where my money goes so that my heart will move there also. For years I refused to give money to the 

church. I somehow thought others should fund it. Sure I will eat their food, drink their coffee, sit in their 

air conditioning, listen to their pastor and praise team....I might even attend a class or two....maybe a 

small group....but these people are so nice they will keep paying for it. Been there and done that.  
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I had to allow Jesus to begin cleaning out this ugliness in my heart. Let me share with you how 

generosity has begun to stomp out greed in my life. Please understand I am sharing what Jesus has 

done in me....not praising myself. Much of what has happened in this area has been in spite of 

me....not because of me. It has taken me years to learn what others probably could have learned in 

months because I am selfish, greedy and stubborn. Let me share with you just a few ways God has led 

me to destroy greed in my heart. What God has done in my life to help me overcome the self worship 

of greed  

Years ago I was challenged to look at where I was spending money. To see if I was chasing God or 

myself. I was a biblical tither...and gave above that to other ministries. But I tripled that amount of 

money each month spend on playing golf. I think I was hoping one day to join the Senior Tour.  

God led me...ok dragged me....to stop playing golf for a while...and to reallocate that money to 

something that He had planned for me.  

I immediately obeyed. I quit playing golf and I took the money and invested it in a new ministry 

called Saline Soulution. Tammy and I decided to take this money and pay for the medical care of 

homeless people.  

We bought an RV and converted it into a medical unit. We bought medicines, bandages, medical 

equipment....EKG machines...lab machines...we cared for over 1500 people per year for over 10 

years. We never seemed to be able to raise enough money so over those ten years Tammy and 

I, never told anyone but we funded about 90% of everything that ministry needed.  

While many of my colleagues were investing in stocks, retirement plans and other things...we 

took those resources and put it into this minstry.  

Looking back I can see that God wanted to make sure that I funded that ministry...because the 

lesson was mine to learn. If others had done it...I would have probably never learned about 

the blessings that come from reallocating your possessions to the purpose of God.  

Little did I know that those steps of obedience....would lead to the Remnant Cafe today.  

Looking back now, I can see that I gave up really nothing....to gain everything.  

People ask me...why are you and Tammy so invested in caring for the homeless and those 

others overlook?  

Its easy really.....we shifted our treasure and our heart followed. The more we invested..the 

more our heart moved.  

How do you develop a deep love for the things of Jesus? Move your money out of your 

storehouse and in to His. Stop worshiping you and start worshiping Him. Generosity is the 

antidote to greed.  

Many years ago on my birthday it was my habit of going out and spending money I didn't have on 

things I didn't need but desperately thought I deserved. It was just a warm up for Christmas.  

One year as I was praying and planning to go shopping. I felt God tell me...why don't you give 

something really valuable to you away to someone who would really appreciate it? Take something 

that has great value to you and bless someone else with it. Empty part of your storehouse as your 

birthday present to Me.  
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Every year on or around my birthday I bless someone with something that has great value to 

me...always something I cherish. Over the years it has been computers, and iwatch, cars, and even 

a rare fountain pen. I can't tell you the joy I receive seeing someone else being blessed by 

something. It is easy and feels good to give away what you no longer need or have plenty 

of....Start giving away what mattters to your heart and see what God does....Generosity is the 

antidote to greed.  

I will share one more with you to bring honor to what God has done in my life... 

I have been a pastor for over 15 years. Tammy has been in full time ministry either as a Children's 

Director of Klubhouse or in the Cafe.  

During those years we have not for the most part been funded by the church. I received a salary at 

one point for about two years but gave it up in order to keep from having to let another pastor go. 

Churches are always underfunded.  

We are volunteers...I have nothing against pastors who are funded by the church...in fact, the 

word says they should be, particularly those who teach. But for me....a man who struggles with 

greed....just for me and no one else....God has instructed me not to receive pay for what I do for 

Him. Not because it is wrong...but because He has called me to generosity to the church in order 

to help me rid the ugly greed that still remains in my heart.  

Tammy has never received a penny from the church to serve and she has always worked more 

hours than I have. I tell her all the time, that her storehouse in heaven is going to be 

incredible. I hope that she will let me visit once in a while.  

Generosity is the antidote to Greed.  

If you want to allow Jesus to clean out your heart of greed....Offer everything you have in your earthly 

storehouse to Him and let Him tell you how to redirect it for His worship instead of yours.  

If you have a home, He may lead you to share it with someone in need for a while. He may ask you 

to let someone borrow your car for a while.  

If you have closets full of clothes..He may tell you to give it all away....not sell it...give it away. 

Look at your garage and attic. What are you keeping there and who is it helping? Do you have 

lawn equipment your don't need? Tools that you have 5 of? Sleeping bags and tents that you don't 

plan to use again? Bicycles that could really help someone? Umbrellas, tarps, strollers, kids toys, 

sporting equipment....Generoisty is the antidote to greed.  

God has showed me that my storehouse is not just about my stuff, it includes my time, my energies 

and my focus. God keeps showing me new ways to rid the greed in my heart.  

It is incredible that once you move your heart toward giving and generosity instead of spending and 

greed....God shows you hundreds of ways to give to others.  

But then that shouldn't surprise us....Jesus wants to clean out our hearts so that we can be just 

like Him...and from His heart....He gave it all for us. He is the one we worship...He is the one to 

whom we give all that we have...For when our treasure is all His..safely stored in heaven.....our 

hearts will follow. Let's pray.  

 


