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“Haterade” 

For the next three weeks we are going to be looking at what I believe is the hardest thing that God 

asks us to do. The reason I believe that it is so hard is that we never feel like it when the time comes. It 

is something that we do that goes against our flesh nature. We have a natural tendency to want to 

protect ourselves, to defend ourselves, to promote ourselves and to protect our reputation. 

So when something happens to us...something where we feel as though someone owes us....we 

want payback. We want everyone to know how we have been hurt and offended. We want the 

court of public opinion to worship us and destroy the person who has taken from us. We get so 

angry and find ourselves fueled by Hateraide.  

The more we drink it the more angry we get. Anger says you owe me. You have taken something 

from me. We spoke about this last week.  

We learned that we keep an account in our minds with everyone. When our relationships 

become unbalanced we tend to become unhinged. We keep a register of offenses with 

others...we don't always tell them...but we carry these offenses from chapter to chapter, 

relationship to relationship, and often project this debt into new relationships without really 

understanding such things.  

We hoard anger in our heart....it takes up space...others who have nothing to do with our original hurt 

have to step around it....step over it...and it forces those closest to us to try and share their heart with 

yours. You are essentially asking them to move in and share your hoarding. It is obvious that there is 

no room for them. 

But more importantly, as long as you and I are hoarding  our anger....drinking our 

Hateraide...waiting for payback....we find that we have asked Jesus to cohabitate in our hoarding as 

well. We can't give Him all of our heart...because we need storage space for our anger. So Jesus 

looks around our heart and says....when are we going to free you of all of this anger and hate?  

Jesus teaches us about the antidote. He tells us that the antidote to anger...the solution to the 

debt you believe that you are owed...the only thing that makes room in your angry heart for Jesus 

and for those you love....is forgiveness.  

But we don't really understand forgiveness as Jesus speaks of it. When we speak of forgiveness...we 

think it means that we have come to terms with the hurt. We have found a way to move on..to not let 

it preoccupy our thoughts...for many they think forgiveness means to forget.... 

As a result, we think we have moved on...but then we see that person....we hear about that 

person...and deep inside of us...the anger we have hoarded rises up...we find ourselves quick to 

speak...quick to anger...quick to elevate ourselves at their expense.  

Of course we are Christians so we know we are to forgive and so we fake it. We tell others that we 

have forgiven but deep inside....we know...so Jesus teaches us how to forgive...how to forgive 

totally... 

Matthew 6:14–15 (ESV) 14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you, 15 but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 

trespasses. 

Ok so...we as we forgive in the same manner we are forgiven. We read through this quickly and we 

think any attempt to forgive is acceptable. We think in terms of human forgiveness, but God has 

another expectation.  
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Matthew 5:48 (ESV) 48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

Jesus raises the bar....He tells us that we must forgive as He forgives. 

Totally....completely....absolutely....   unconditionally....utterly...entirely...and wholly. That is how 

Jesus forgives and He expects no less from His followers. But wait a minute...I can't be perfect...I 

can't meet this standard...God calls me to be perfect....He raises the bar too high...no one can be 

perfect as our Heavenly Father is perfect.    

This is what bugs me about God...I feel like I fail Him all the time...He wants me to be perfect...and 

it is unfair. In fact, I find myself angry at Him because He keeps judging me...He keeps making me 

feel inadequate...He keeps making me feel like a failure... 

Well He is. He is judging you....He does think you are inadequate...He does think that you are a  

failure....That is why He came to save you. And yet He tells you to be perfect and He tells us... 

Romans 8:1–4 (ESV) 1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 

death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 

own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order 

that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to 

the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

So you are guilty....you are a failure....you are doomed to death...and yet God expects you to 

be perfect...and He doesn't condemn you...How does that work? 

Romans 8:1–4 (ESV) 1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 

and death.  

Translated..and please don't miss this....You can be perfect and without condemnation 

because God put perfect in you.  

God is not holding His children...His human children.... to a perfect standard....He is holding 

those in Christ to actually BE IN CHRIST.  

To get out of the way...stop hoarding...stop making excuses....and let the Holy Spirit...The 

Perfect Holy Spirit of God...The Spirit that can never be condemned...The Spirit who 

forgives... totally...completely...and perfectly...manifest Himself through you and to 

others.  

Jesus is the answer for the world today. He begs to be expressed in the lives of His followers. The 

message of the early church and this church is simple. Stop trying to be God and instead let God 

be through you.  

If believers in Jesus over the decades would have allowed Him to reign instead of 

themselves...our world would be completely different.  

People were drawn in the early church because they lived like Jesus lived. They shared, they 

served, they loved, they encouraged, and they forgave. One of the great trajedies of our 

nation and our legacy as the Children of God...is that we have not forgiven.  

In fact, this is a message to our nation, to all races, all nationalities, all ethnic groups and 

anyone else drinking Hateraide and ripping each other apart. Our failure to follow the 

teachings of Jesus in this area has created chaos, warfare, injustices, and is I believe the 

greatest hindrance to peace on our planet.  
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That is why I believe that it is imperative today...that followers of Jesus...cleans this anger 

hoarded in their hearts and to finally forgive as Christ forgave us.  

Jesus is the answer for the world today. The problem is that He is living in flawed human 

beings who fail to get out of the way and let Him work through them. We claim to be IN 

CHRIST.....but we act as though He is not IN US.  

We are going to learn a lot about forgiveness....a lot about ourselves and a lot about what 

it means to live perfectly, in total forgiveness, without hoarded anger and without 

condemnation in Christ. In other words, we are going to learn how to become free in 

Christ.  

So last week we learned about Anger and how anger says you owe me. And the question for all of us, 

with Jesus looking in, is this.....Which do you prefer....the peace of Jesus or your bitterness?  

When you think about this...we are the only ones drinking hateraide and bitterness only damages us. 

When we are bitter, we delude ourselves into thinking that if we hold on to our anger and refuse to 

cancel the debt owed to us....that eventually we will keep this alive long enough for them to be 

punished. If we give up our revenge, we believe our justice will never come.  

After all, if we don't make plans to see that justice is done, how will justice be done? We believe the 

lie that it is up to us to keep the offense alive and the books open.  

Romans 12:19–21 (ESV) 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for 

it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is 

hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap 

burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

I believe that one of the primary ways we hurt the heart of God...we grieve Him in His Spirit....is 

by hoarding bitterness and anger in our heart.  

Ephesians 4:29–32 (ESV) 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good 

for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and 

wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to 

one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

When you and I have bitterness and anger in our heart...we can't wait to use our words to 

attack...So God tells us... Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouth.  

Corrupt speech...to degrade someone with your words..to alter the original...to cause ruin...to 

become tainted or rotten.  

When the person who has harmed you is mentioned or is present, what are your first words? 

Why is this so important?  

Matthew 15:18 (ESV) 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this 

defiles a person. 

That is the verse for this whole series...we have to guard and clean up what we allow to take 

residence in our hearts.  

We only hurt ourselves when we dwell on what happened to us and fantasize about what it 

will be like when they get punished. We grieve God's heart and we fail to experience HIs 

peace.  

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit....don't hurt the heart of God.... 
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Dump it...dump all bitterness...wrath...anger...clamor and slander. Put them away from you...but 

then...you know your  heart is clean when you know there is no malice...no more ill thougts.... 

He finishes with the command....Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 

God in Chirst forgave you.  

So...think for a moment about the person you believe is the hardest person that you have been asked to 

forgive.  

It could be someone you know or someone you don't. It could be an ex spouse, an ex business 

partner, a world leader, a President, a Pastor, a trusted friend...who is it? Or maybe it is a group of 

people....people of a certain race, a nationality, immigrants, LGBT people, republicans, democrats, 

blacks, whites, hispanics, asians, rich, poor, homeless, child molesters, rapists, sex trafficers, Iraqui's, 

Muslims, Catholics, Protestants, Universalists, Athiests, ...Who is it? 

Picture them in your mind right now? Think about them for the next few minutes...go ahead..we can 

wait. All I want you to do for the next 2 minutes is focus only on them.  

Ok so how do you feel about them? I know we are in church and I know you probably know the 

correct answer, but the longer you thnk about them the more defining your heart becomes. We 

can all control our mouths for a few minutes....But imagine if the person that makes you the most 

angry was being praised for something? Maybe something completely unrelated to what 

happened to you. Suppose you were invited to a banquet that was honoring them? How are you 

feeling now? What if the banquet being thrown for them.....was incredible? What if it was the best 

banquet you have ever attended? What if the one honoring them....was Jesus? 

And one day, when our journey on earth is over, we will be ushered in to a banquet hall in 

heaven, where Jesus again will serve His redeemed people. He said, in the upper room.  

Revelation 19:6–9 (ESV) 6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like 

the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! 

For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for 

the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her 

to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of 

the saints. 9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 

Do you realize that every believer that has ever harmed you, offended you, or hurt you will be 

honored at the banquet. Did you think the banquet was just for you? You know the person...that 

Christ follower... you are having a hard time forgiving? That person you try to drown in 

haterade? If they are surrendered to Jesus they will be there. Whatever they did to you or took 

from you, Jesus has already forgiven.  

We can imagine that certain people will not be there....Hitler...Ted Bundy....David Berkowitz 

the Son of Sam killer....Jeffery Dahmer the mass murderer....But then in some cases, we would 

just be imagining.  

David Berkowitz is the famed “Son of Sam” serial killer that plagued New York City in the 

1970s, murdering six women. His already dark and lonely life grew darker when he began 

experimenting with the occult after meeting a couple of cult members at a party. This soon 

took him into deep darkness where he followed the instructions of demons to viciously kill six 

people over the span of one year from the summer of 1976 to the summer of 1977. 
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While Berkowitz’s situation seemed hopeless, hope was not out of reach. Ten years into his 

prison term, a fellow prisoner reached out to him and shared the gospel. Although 

Berkowitz tried to avoid him at first, his hopeless situation led him to pursue a friendship, 

clinging onto any glimpse of hope offered. 

One night, I was reading Psalm 34. I came upon the 6th verse, which says, “this poor man 

cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him from all his troubles.” It was at that moment, 

in 1987, that I began to pour out my heart to God. Everything seemed to hit me at once. The 

guilt from what I did…the disgust at what I had become…late that night in my cold cell, I got 

down on my knees and I began to cry out to Jesus Christ. I told Him that I was sick and tired 

of doing evil. I asked Jesus to forgive me for all my sins. I spent a good while on my knees 

praying to Him. When I got up it felt as if a very heavy but invisible chain that had been 

around me for so many years was broken. A peace flooded over me. I did not understand 

what was happening. But in my heart I just knew that my life, somehow, was going to be 

different. 

Today Berkowitz ministers to other prisoners; and although he is behind bars, he has a letter 

writing ministry sharing his story and warning people of the dangers of the occult. God has 

even opened the door for him to share his story on national television multiple times. 

Jeffrey Dahmer 

Jeff lived a very sinful and abominable life. He was a serial killer, and a homosexual. His total 

body count was seventeen men and boys and he would often do horrible things to them. 

Not only did he dismember his victims and keep body parts of them in a freezer, he also 

attempted to create "homosexual sex zombies" of his victims. He would drill holes into their 

skull while still alive and inject hydrochloric acid into their brains.He would frequent gay 

bars to find his victims and have sex with them, both while living and dead. His necrophiliac 

homosexual lust was insatiable.  

While the media and popular culture focus on his brutal and horrendous crimes, what is 

often neglected is the fact that Jeff Dahmer is the ultimate example of repentance and the 

power of Jesus to wash sins away. Despite his life of the worst sin imaginable, He 

ultimately repented and became a born-again follower of Jesus.  

A man named Curt Booth usually ministered to inmates at prisons closer to home. But in 

April 1994, he caught a glimpse of Dahmer on television. Dahmer mentioned that he 

wished he could “find a little peace,” Booth said. The Oklahoma church member sensed 

what he considered the hurt in Dahmer’s voice and eyes. Booth said he thought: “I know 

somebody who can give you that peace. His name is Jesus Christ.” Booth sent Dahmer a 

Bible correspondence course teaching the steps to salvation. Dahmer mailed the 

answers back and thanked Booth for the course. “But I still have one problem,” Dahmer 

wrote. “This prison does not have a baptismal tank and Mr. Burkum the prison chaplain 

is not sure if he can find someone to bring a tank in and baptize me? I’ve taken all the 

other steps.” 

Jeff said, "It is hard for me to believe that a human being could have done what I have 

done, but I know that I did it" 
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Booth contacted Roy Ratcliff, minister of the Madison Church of Christ in Wisconsin. 

Ratcliff set up weekly Bible lessons with Dahmer and baptized him on May 10, 1994. 

Ratcliff later shared that Dahmer told him he had been fearful of the minister’s visit. “He 

dreaded that I might say, ‘No, you’re too evil. You’re too sinful. I can’t baptize someone 

like you,’” Ratcliff said. 

Roy has a Thanksgiving Card sent to him from Jeff Dahmer where Jeff writes ““Dear 

Roy... Thank you for your friendship, and for taking the time and effort to help me 

understand God’s word. God bless you and your family! Sincerely, Jeff Dahmer”  

 In one letter, Dahmer mentioned being attacked in July 1994, “I don’t know if you 

heard, but last Sunday I was attacked while in the chapel,” Dahmer wrote. “Some guy 

tried to cut my throat open with a razor but didn’t succeed. The razor broke, and my 

neck was only slightly scratched. I believe that it was only the protective grace of our 

Great Lord & Savior Jesus Christ that saved me from serious injury or death!” 

About 4 months after that letter. Jeffery Dahmer was attacked and killed while cleaning 

a prison bathroom. 

Booth said he had no doubt about the sincerity of Dahmer’s conversion. “On the great 

resurrection day, I’m expecting to see him right along there with Abraham, David, Isaac, 

James, John and all the saints that have lived right up to the modern day,” Booth said. 

When God tells us to forgive to the same degree, in the same manner, with the same 

compassion, love, mercy and grace for sinners.....I think He knows what He is talking about. 

Every human you have ever seen was born into a sin nature and is following Satan.  

Some are just doing so more obviously than others. Jeff and David....clearly obeyed 

Satan....you and me...clearly obeyed Satan....Jesus died for all of us. Jesus offers forgiveness to 

all of us...no matter what.  

Titus 3:3–7 (ESV) 3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to 

various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and 

hating one another. 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 

appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to 

his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he 

poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace 

we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

How is your heart doing now? Jesus is right now preparing a banquet to celebrate sinners, some of the 

most debased, sick, morally corrupt people who have ever lived on the planet. Some who only turned 

to Christ at the very end of a horribly sinful life. Like the thief on the cross. When you picture the 

Wedding Banquet of the Lamb do you picture Brother Jeff Dahmer and Brother David Berkowitz sitting 

next to you?  

Do you think you are better than they are? Does their presence at your table bother you? Does 

seeing Jesus honor them the same way he honors you...bother you? Picture the seats across from 

you...put the people who have hurt you the most who have done things to you...across from you at 

the table. How is this feast shaping up for you now? How is your heart doing?  

You see at the root of anger...is arrogance. Deep down we believe that we are better than the 

person we are angry with and we want the world to know it.  

Yet we are called to forgive as Christ forgives.... 
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Are you beginning to understand what Total Forgiveness really means? For everyone? In Christ? Are 

you beginning to understand the crowd that you truly belong in?  

Can you agree with Paul..... 

1 Timothy 1:15 (ESV) 15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 

Paul said that he truly believed that the last seat at the banquet was his. Everyone else...all the 

other sinners...you me...Jeff...David...everyone deserved to be there ahead of him.  

Paul was clearly awarte that short of Jesus forgiving and dying for us, none of us belong or deserve to be 

at the banquet. In fact, if you think you deserve to be there, there is no seat for you.  

Jesus told a parable about a wedding feast. How the feast was ready and those who thought they 

deserved to be there refused to come. They were too busy...too self focused...too arrogant. So then 

Jesus tells us.  

Matthew 22:8–10 (ESV) 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited 

were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you 

find.’ 10 And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and 

good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

Those arrogantly too busy we are told were not worthy. Both bad and good were invited to the 

banquet...but only those who accepted the banquet invitation are honored. The others Jesus talks 

about....You see the banquet if a real event on our horizon. If you try to sneak in you will be 

destroyed.  

Matthew 22:11–14 (ESV) 11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man 

who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 

wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 

and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Only those chosen. Only those humble enough to listen. Only those broken enough to realize who 

they really are....who heard the invitation, recognized their sin, knew the depravity of their flesh 

nature, confessed their fallen state, agreed with God about their sin, repented by devoting themselves 

to pursing God, asked Jesus for forgiveness, accepted what He did on the cross as their total payment 

of their sins...and evidence of His total forgiveness of them. They...we...Jeff...David...and anyone else 

are the chosen.  

And this brings up a key point when it comes to forgiveness. The biggest obstacle to forgiveness is 

arrogance. Deep down inside when you are angry with someone you truly believe that you are better 

than they are. Unforgiveness always looks down.  

You think that you never would have done that, you never would have made that mistake, you never 

would have been so insensitive, you never would have hurt someone like they hurt you. You are 

better than they are and your unforgiveness holds that arrogance over them. You want the world to 

know how much better you are than they are. It is part of the debt you believe that you are owed.  

Jesus told us to get the board out of our own eye before we try to help someone else remove a spec 

from theirs.  
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Almost every time I pray for the person who has made me angry...God shows me where I am 

doing the same thing to someone else. It is not in the Bible, but often I sense God telling me thou 

doth protest too much.  

I mean truthfully, when you think of Jeff Dahmer or the Son of Sam, don't you think that God loves 

you just a little bit more than them? Don't you think so? You know that God tells us that His love is 

unconditional. That Jesus died for everyone. That none are worthy not one. That we are not good 

people who decided to sin. That we are people born into a sin nature, worshiping Satan, and 

opposed to God.  

That we are doomed from birth. That all have sinned and fallen short. That anyone who confesses 

that Jesus is Lord is saved. That no one is beyond the grace and mercy of God. That the only sin 

that is unforgivable is a life long rejection of what Jesus did on the cross. You and I say all of those 

things. We claim them to be true. But me....compared to the Son of Sam? We can't be the same 

right? 

What do you think unconditonal love means? There is no condition where God loves us more or 

less. God loves me to the same degree that He loves every person who rejects Him. God loves me 

to the same degree as those who choose to spend eternity in Hell instead of with Him. God loves 

those who attend the banquet to the same degree that He loves those who reject the invitiation.  

I may or may not receive more rewards in heaven that Jeff Dahmer based on my life on earth, 

and Jeff and David had to accept the punishment their sins bring on earth, but I am not loved 

more by God. His love is unconditional. There is nothing that you can do to make Him love you 

more and nothing you can do to make Him love you less. He loves Jeff Dahmer, He loves David 

Berkowitz, and He loves you and me. All to the same degree. Unconditonally and unlimited.  

Jeff Dahmer, David Berkowitz, and I share this same sobering truth. None of us deserve a place 

at Jesus' banquet. Ok but you may be thinking, certainly I am ahead of them in line....right? I 

mean if there was a line to get into Jesus' banquet I know I would be way ahead of those two. 

They would get in, but not ahead of me....right? 

If the line was based on how much each of us love Jesus, I suspect you and I would be 

toward the back...and Jeff and David in the front. I suspect that Jeff and David love Jesus 

more than I do. Not my words, Jesus's.  

Luke 7:41–43 (ESV) 41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, 

and the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of 

them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the 

larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 

Luke 7:47 (ESV) 47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved 

much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 

When we think we are better in God's eyes than Jeff and David...we love little. We will always struggle 

to forgive others if we don't recognize our need for forgiveness. As long as we think we are better 

than the person we are angry with...we will probably keep drinking hateraide.  

As long as we think we could never do to someone else what they did to us...as long as we forget 

that we have in the past and will in the future hurt others and need forgiveness....as long as we 

think we are in any way better than someone else....we will remain clutching on to anger, looking 

for validation at someone else's expense, and trying to get the world to elevate us and destroy 

them.  
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You see I hate to admit this to you guys or even to myself. But in my arrogance, I think I am a 

better Christian than David and Jeff....and as long as I believe that....as long as I downplay how 

horrible my heart really is....I will never love Jesus to the degree that is possible or to the degree 

that they have learned to love Him.  

Jeff and David know what it means to be saved from Satan. Often I just pretend to know. 

Recognizing where we truly stand with God and with others is the key to beginning to 

understand forgiveness.  

Colossians 3:12–14 (ESV) 12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 

hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another  

Lets keep this verse up and upack it a bit. Paul tells us that we have to choose to embrace and 

put on some things before we can forgive. We need to have the right attitude...the same 

attitude as our Savior...so that we can forgive like He does. Notice that Paul tells us to put them 

on...they don't come naturally. We must choose these things like we choose our clothes or like 

we choose to put on the Armor of God. So how are we to clothe ourselves for forgiveness?  

Realizing that we are sinners and crazy as it is true...we are chosen ones holy and beloved. No 

more or less chosen than any other believer.  

God has filled our hearts with His compassion. We see the plight of those deceived by Satan. It 

is easy to see Jeff and David as deceived but so is everyone else. Satan has deceived the 

person that hurt you. He brought out their sin nature. They need less of your anger and more 

of Jesus's love.  

In order to forgive we must have kindness...to care about the needs of others more than our 

own. To relase people from the debt they owe us so that they can be free and we can let go.  

Humility. To think of others as more important than yourself. To place others at the center of 

attention. To place others where you would like to be. To stop judging everyone and realize 

that we all naturally condemned and in desperate need of God. 

Meekness. Is not a weakness. Meekness is having all the power you need and chosing not to 

leverage it. Meekness is refusing to use what you know or can do to elevate yourself at 

someone elses demise.  

Patience and bearing with one another. Doing life God's way. Allowing Him to bring about His 

judgment. Letting God control the outcome. Bearing with each other because we realize that 

at times we too are unbearable.  

It is hard to sit at the bar of life drinking hateraide and at the same time expecting God's 

kindness, humility, meekness, patience  and love to flow through you to others.  

God says to put on these things...and then you and I are in a position to forgive each other.  

Forgive each other as Christ has forgiven you. Unconditionally, immediately, and 

completely. Jesus forgave us before we even asked.  

Luke 23:34 (ESV) 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 

do.”  

Why is all of this necessary? Why must we put on....literally choose to clothe ourselves...in these 

things? Because that is the heart you must have to do what God is going to command next.  

Colossians 3:12–14 (ESV) 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 

another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  
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You choose to put on these things, but forgiveness is a command. God says here....YOU 

MUST ALSO FORGIVE. It is a command. Note the word ALSO. He reminds you and me that 

He has already done so. YOU MUST ALSO FORGIVE...in the same manner, to the same 

degree, that I have forgiven you.  

You MUST. The command is clear. Why is God so adamant about this? Well, as I said at the beginning 

forgiveness is one of the hardest things God tells us to do. He requires that you obey and forgive before 

you feel like it. Forgiveness is releasing a debt that you really want paid.There is only one thing harder 

than forgiveness and Jesus is going to take us there in a minute.  

 Forgiveness forces you and me to give up our right to be right. Anger and unforgiveness take up a lot 

of room while hoarded in our heart. And over the years this monster seems to grow. Squeezing more 

and more of God out..and more of you and I in.  

Remember Jesus is in the heart business.  Over this series He has shown us what we have not seen. 

The junk we are stepping around and over in our hearts. Things we have hoarded over the years. 

Boxes of guilt. Packages of envy. Containers of Lust. Stacks of greed. Anger spillling out onto the 

floor....We see it now. We realize how all of this stuff we hold on to has squeezed out what Jesus 

wants to do in our heart.  

We have begun to trade this junk for good. Replacing greed with generosity. Removing Guilt with 

confession. Carrying away Envy through the praise and celebration of others. Lust nothing to do but 

run. And now Anger through forgiveness.  

 We will have tons of room in our heart....all kinds of space...Why did Jesus go through all of this 

effort to make room? What was He making room for? When we have dumped all of the things that 

we have hoarded in our hearts...When the hoarded house is empty.....what are we making room 

for? God.....and God is....love.  

Colossians 3:14–16 (ESV) 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 

in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 

Look at this verse for a moment.....The only reason that you and I as believers and keepers of the 

Holy Spirit are on earth...is to share God's love with others. To allow it to pour out of us and on to 

everyone else. God created room in our hearts so that we can begin to fill it. 

 1) Let...allow...don't inhibit...the love of Jesus to rule in your hearts. 2)Be thankful for all that 

God has already done for you and 3) Let the Word of Christ..His truth.. dwell in you ...in 

abundance.   

What is harder than forgiving someone who has hurt you? What could be more difficult than 

forgiving Jeff and David? 

Well God tells us...I had to get all of that junk out of your heart....because after you forgive 

them....I am going to command you to LOVE them. Unconditionally. I am going to lead you to 

a place....where your anger...through forgiveness...turns to love.  

Now I hope we have the context for the journey ahead of us. As you think about the person you are 

most angry with or the group of people you are most angry with.....do you think you could put down the 

Hateraid long enough to allow Jesus to find room in your heart for you to forgive and love them? Do you 

really want to keep choosing bitterness over peace?  
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Wouldn't you rather be at a place where you would be excited to see them at Jesus' banquet? Is their 

salvation more important to you than your revenge? When you think of them, are you at peace? Have 

you closed the book? Canceled the debt? Totally forgiven them? 

Romans 12:14–19 (ESV) 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice 

with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 

haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, 

but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, 

live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 

Today we learn why...next week how..and the following week we study an incredible story of 

Forgiveness in Scripture.  Maybe you have been thirsty for revenge. Parched hoping for vindication. 

You have been downing hateraide but it just makes you more thirsty and more angry. Let me suggest 

another drink..... 

John 7:37–38 (ESV) 37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 

anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 

‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” 

If anyone thirsts....Jeff...David...You...me...the  person or people we are angry with....any one. 

Whoever believes in me...The offer is open to anyone who will confess, repent, surrender and 

believe. I believe Jeff and David will be there...do you still think that whatever you have done is 

too bad? Do you still think God's forgiveness does not extend to you? God loves...God gave...I 

believe and I receive. It really is that simple.  

God is in the heart transforming business and He offers healing to everyone.  

Greed, Guilt, Jealousy, Lust and Anger hoarded in our hearts....now replaced with Love, 

Thankfulness and Truth. So much so that it pours out of us....like living water...showering those 

who come from desolate and desperate places...people like our brothers Jeff and David...people 

like you and me..sinners full of hateraide and thirsty for more....we come to the well...like a 

woman in Samaria two thousand years ago... 

John 4:13–15 (ESV) 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 

14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I 

will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to 

him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

Yes Lord....make room in our heart..and give us this water, so we will never spiritually thirst 

again. Let's Pray 

 


