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“Truth or Consequences” 

Dying Words say a lot about life. They often give brief glimpses about life after death. I looked very hard 

and could not find one true believer who, on their deathbed, denounced Christ, felt despair or lost hope.  

So last words seem to force us to stop and think about life. So image what someone's last letter to 

those left behind could do. Last words are often spur of the moment things...but what if you were at 

the end of your life. You knew you would soon pass away and you wanted to make sure all that you 

had learned was passed on to those who remain? 

Imagine how carefully you would choose your words. How you would agonize over their impact. If 

you desperately wanted to make sure those you loved get the message...imagine the power of the 

words. Now imagine if your words are going to paper under the direction of God Himself... 

Now suppose you are not just any follower of Jesus...you were one of His 12 Disciples....no imagine 

you were one of the 3 in His inner circle.  

You saw everything that Jesus did. You were there when He walked on the water...When He calmed 

the sea...When He raised the dead...healed the sick...opened the eyes of the blind...You were there 

with Him when He was transfigured on the Mountain...you heard God's Voice...God's actual voice!  

You were one of the three who watched Jesus raise Jarius' daughter from the dead and then He 

turned to you and warned you to not tell anyone. You were in the inner Garden of Gethsemane with 

Jesus at His most desperate moment.  

These three men...Peter...my favorite....and the Two Sons of Zebedee...James and John...had seen 

it all. And toward the end of their lives....Peter and John took pen to paper and left their final 

warnings....their final instructions to those who would be left behind.  

Something ominous prompted them to write. Something that threatened their life work and the 

gospel message of Jesus Himself. It is as if all of eternity was on the line...man was rejecting 

Jesus...and Peter and John were leaving soon....They had to address this threat...The Holy Spirit 

inspired both of them and a few others, like Jude, to write warnings to current and future 

generations.  

Peter 

The Time frame is roughly 63 AD. About 30 years have passed since Jesus said He would return. Yet He 

had not returned and one by the one the 12 apostles....were dying off. Some were martyred...some 

died naturally...but it was becoming obvious that the eyewitnesses to Jesus were leaving.  

So, under the Guidance of God the Holy Spirit, they wrote their experiences in letters that we call 

books of the Bible. The First Letter Peter wrote was to encourage those in Rome who were being 

persecuted under Nero.  

But his last letter, the book we call 2nd Peter were his dying words to those he loved.   

2 Peter 1:12–15 (ESV) 13 I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of 

reminder, 14 since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ 

made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at 

any time to recall these things. 
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What did Peter want them to recall after his departure? His second letter is a desperate plea for 

the followers of Jesus to stand firm...not against the persecution of Christians by Nero...but 

rather a greater threat...the spread of false teaching in the church.  

Teaching and learning is important because it involves truth and error. What a student learns 

becomes ingrained in the heart and soul. The student develops an attachment to it. If this 

“learning” is false—if the student comes to believe that something untrue is actually true—so 

much the worse. It will be hard to convince the person otherwise. And if the truth or error 

involves our eternal destiny, the stakes only go up. This is why Peter wrote his second letter 

The Christian faith that Peter had faithfully preached was not just a matter of philosophy. It 

was a matter of eternal life and death. Yet there were those who were peddling their own 

propaganda, falsehoods that contradicted the truth. Peter had to say something; he had to 

confront these falsehoods so they would not be mistaken for the truth. 

Though these false teachers had already caused trouble, Peter expected that their heretical 

doctrines and immoral life-styles would result in more damage in the future. Thus Peter, in an 

almost last will and testament , wrote to warn the beloved believers in Christ about the 

doctrinal dangers they were facing. 

Peter wrote this letter from prison in Rome, where he was facing imminent death. Shortly 

after this letter was written, Peter was martyred, according to reliable tradition, by being 

crucified upside down 

Second Peter was written for the purpose of exposing, thwarting, and defeating the invasion of 

false teachers into the church. Peter intended to instruct Christians in how to defend themselves 

against these false teachers and their deceptive lies. This book is the most graphic and penetrating 

exposé of false teachers in Scripture, comparable only to Jude. 

Peter does not identify some specific false religion, cult, or system of teaching. In a general 

characterization of false teachers, he informs that they teach destructive heresies. They deny 

Christ and twist the Scriptures. They bring true faith into disrepute. And they mock the second 

coming of Christ. 

 But Peter was just as concerned to show the immoral character of these teachers as he was 

to expose their teaching. Thus, he describes them in more detail than he describes their 

doctrines. 

Jude 

Jude was the brother of Jesus. He was thus the brother of James. Jude too had concerns about false 

teachers infiltrating the church. His book was written at about the same time of Peter's second letter.  

The books deal with similar situations, though their approaches are different. Peter seems to be 

anticipating difficulty with false teachers as he writes in the future tense, while Jude appears to be 

describing how he has dealt with these false teachers since he uses the past tense to describe the 

situation. 

From his opening sentence, Jude  assaults error, threatens judgment, and encourages holiness.  

The church must contend, literally fight for, the one true faith once for all delivered to the saints 

and people of faith must persevere to the end by resisting the false teachers and following the 

truth. 
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Jude warns against following those who have falsely gained entry to the church and are 

perverting the one true faith with false teaching. Jude calls the church to defend the truth 

aggressively against this infiltration. 

The summary of Jude's final words to us....1) The Truth of the Teachings of Jesus and Paul 

and others must be fought for. 2) False teachers can be identified by their false fruit, their 

immoral lifestyle and 3) God will judge false teachers and those who succomb to their lies.  

John 

The Apostle John by the latter years of the first century became the last apostle standing. All the 

others had died. He wrote John, 1-3 John and the Book of Revelation.  

Our primary focus in this series will be on 1-3 John which were written well after the letters of 2nd 

Peter and Jude.  

John likely wrote 1 John from Ephesus, where apparently he had relocated near the time of the 

fall of Jerusalem to the Romans in a.d. 70. The letter was written toward the end of John's life in 

the late 80's.  

John's letters seem to have more desperation than those of Peter and Jude. Likely because the 

attack of Satan in the early church was much more developed and had 20 years to grow since 

Peter and Jude had warned the church.  

With John there is no middle ground. The times are desperate and you better know where you 

stand. You are either a child of God or a son of Satan. You are either light or darkness. You 

either believe truth or you follow lies. You are either eternally saved or eternally damned. You 

either know Jesus and the truth or you are against Jesus following lies.  

Jesus called John and his brother James, not the James who wrote the book of James, sons 

of Thunder. I love that. Son of Thunder. No doubt John though young had a lot of boldness 

in him. We see that in these three letters.  

Although he was greatly advanced in age when he penned this epistle, John was still actively 

ministering to churches. He was the sole remaining apostolic survivor who had intimate, 

eyewitness association with Jesus throughout His earthly ministry, death, resurrection, and 

ascension 

One church Father (Papias) who had direct contact with John described him as a “living and 

abiding voice.” As the last remaining apostle, John’s testimony was highly authoritative among 

the churches. Many eagerly sought to hear the one who had first-hand experience with the Lord 

Jesus. 

Paul wrote from the City of Ephesus which was at the time the intellectual center of the 

modern world. Years earlier Paul had warned those at Ephesus.... 

Acts 20:28–31 (ESV) 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the 

Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with 

his own blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 

sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted 

things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for 

three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. 

Now some 40 years later...John is seeing this prophetic word become true. Fierce wolves 

would come in among you not sparing the flock. Teaching twisted things.  
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The false teaching that concerned Paul...that would drive Peter to write about it coming...Jude to 

say it is here....and John to say it is growing...would continue to attack and infiltrate the church for 

the next three hundred years.  

Fortunately, once the books of the Bible were cannonized...deemed offical and complete....in 

order to get these heresies into the church became too difficult.  

It is because of the diligence of the early church leaders that false teaching could not find 

roots in the church of Jesus and if these teachings we to gain traction they would have do so 

as new religions...not as a religion of Jesus.  

Every false religion in our culture today exists external to the church because the church 

stuck to true doctrine, refused to let it in and false religions, new age movements and other 

heresies were established. But they did not destroy the church of true Jesus followers 

because they knew the Scriptures and knew the counterfit.  

I do not believe those things exist in the American church today. Instead of rejecting heresy 

they are incorporating it.  

Just this last week we saw the false teaching the apostles warned about split the Methodist 

Church.  

The American Methodists....strongly misled by deceivers...have embraced homosexuality and 

same sex marriages. The African Methodists who have surrendered to God's truth refused to 

allow that heresy to stay in their church.  

Most lies and false teachings in the church are embraced and watered in the US, not 

because the false teachers are so strong but because the true followers of Jesus have been 

so weak. We have been quietly standing by allowing The Gospel of Jesus to be bastardized 

and those flames have been fanned by our overwhelming silence.  

We have allowed false lies of Satan to be embraced by those who claim to follow Jesus 

because we 1) Don't know the truth for ourselves and 2) are more concerned about being 

politically correct than biblically correct.  

While we have been arguing over worship style, entertainment, church buildings, church 

budgets, social mediamarketing, slick worship productions and the consumerism of 

church....Satan has been not so quietly creating his church of false believers...following 

Satan...but people who are deceived to believe they are actually following Jesus.  

During the Roman Empire of the third century, Christians felt so threatened by false 

teachings about the nature of God and the Trinity that they actually rioted in the streets 

to protect the truth of God's Word. We allow these kinds of teachings by slick polished 

speakers who fill stadiums, our TV screen, and their own satellite radio station with their 

lies and we stand by afraid to offend or call out liars in the name of Jesus.  

It is this seed that Satan planted and ungodly men watered...that grew...not as an external 

threat to the new church of Jesus...but as an internal cancer. Destroying the church from within. 

This heresy was so dangerous that Paul, Peter, Jude and John all took some of their last written 

instructions to those they loved and warned them to kill it.  

Sadly. faithful followers of Jesus have been trying to destroy this false teaching for two 

thousand years. It has a solid foundation in many gatherings that we would call churches. In 

fact, many of the places we call churches of Jesus are actually followers of false teachers and 

disciples of Satan.  



Stick to the Path Week 1 “Truth or Consequences”  January 12, 2020 
Frank Burns MDiv  Remnant Church of Sarasota 

5 
 

We don't like to call them that because we have been lied to about political correctness 

instead of biblical correctness...but many of the places in the US that we think are churches 

of Jesus are actually dens of demons. With followers spouting false gospels, denouncing the 

truth of the Bible and telling people what they want to hear.   

Paul's last words to Timothy.... 

2 Timothy 4:2–4 (ESV) 2 Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is 

coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 

accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away 

from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 

So some of the closest followers of Jesus who knew Him better than any human on earth all used their 

last words to warn believers about the greatest threat to the church and to the spread of the Gospel.  

God the Holy Spirit revealed it to Paul who said they would come. God the Holy Spirit moved Peter to 

write an additional letter to warn of its immediate arrival.  

Then God the Holy Spirit led Jude to tell everyone that the teaching had arrived and was destroying 

sheep...and finally, God the Holy Spirit led John the elder statesman and last apostle living who had 

watched this move of Satan infiltrate the church to write 3 letters of warning...not only that it had 

happened, but that it now had firm routes and was growing like wildfire.  

Since the moment Jesus ascended to heaven...this seed of Satan has been growing....and no 

church in the history of the Christian movement has been more impacted by these lies than the 

places we call churches in the United States today. Satan is alive and well misleading millions who 

think they are following Jesus.  

These men speak to us today.  

So what is this false teaching that is so threatening to us? What are the myths? Well the false teaching 

takes on many forms today and in the early church but the overall tem is gnosticsim. Roughly translated 

"Special Knowledge" 

The false teaching in the church is in my mind like a tree. The roots are in pride and the desire to be 

God. The trunk is a false belief known as gnostacism...and the branches are many ways these lies are 

embraced in various churches...and the leaves are the people who have been misled and who quite 

literally are facing ...THE Fall.  

It really has everything to do with how a person approaches the Truth in the Bible...  

Man either humbles himself and surrenders to it...or man exalts himself and stands over it. 

Making it say what he wants it to say. Creating a truth that is more comfortable.  

So these letters...these warnings are to those of us...who are still listening to the truth of God. The 

Remnant who will hold on to God's truth no matter what the world does...not matter who leaves...and 

not matter who is offended.  

We are closer to the return of Jesus than any other people who have taken breaths on earth. I know 

that, I believe you know that, and Satan knows that. His attack on the truth is greater right now that 

at any other time in church history.  

Before we go into the details of the false teachings, I want us to understand the threat.  
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We are warned to be on guard for wolves in sheep's clothing who infiltrate the church from within. 

This is not an external threat to the church...the church has always been under external threats...in 

fact God has used the persecution and external opposition to Jesus to grow the movement. But this 

threat is internal.  

The false teaching that threatens the church comes from people who look like they are following 

Jesus. The look like us. They dress like us, walk like us, serve like us, quote Scripture like us, lead 

bible studies like us, pray like us, and say all the right things most of the time.  

Satan is subtle. I know that right now...in this room are people...who do not follow Jesus...who are 

sent by Satan...to come into our church with the intent of destroying it. They may even believe 

that they are following Jesus in the process. Satan doesn't care if you know you are deceived or 

not. Just as long as you believe you have a special understanding of God's truth.  

It is important that we are warned to watch out for false sheep...not necessarily false shepherds.  

Most people when they think of false teachers..think of false teaching from the Pulpit. That certainly 

happens a lot. But almost always false teaching from the pulpit starts with an internal voice within the 

church that influences the lead pastor.  

I saw this recently in two local churches. Churches that have recently publicly embraced heresy. I 

went back and listened to these pastors preach from years ago and then to those things taught 

recently. It is clear the Pastors walked away from solid doctrine that they believed and taught false 

doctirne- lies brought to them by some of their elders and key donors. Both churches had influential 

people slowly over time change the pastor's mind to embrace the lies of Satan.  

So while the false teachings eventually end up at times in the sermons from the pulpit, most of the 

time the damage is done within the flock by what appears to be the flock.  

I have spent more time as a pastor over the last 12 years trying to nip false teachings in the bud 

before they can mislead the flock  

They look like sheep. They begin their attack in small groups...in bible studies...in prayer 

groups...and in casual conversations. They sound authoritative and give out an heir of 

confidence in the biblical basis for what are usually new and hard to believe teachings.  

Most of them have been deceived and truly believe they are promoting truth. They have 

engaged Jesus with their heads but their hearts are far from Him. They have knowledge but 

not the Spirit.  

They usually dominate discussions...are imperative that they are right...and are eager to 

argue the point often trying to bait others in to a debate. They seem upset if you don't 

challenge them or if you just point them in love back to Scripture.  

We have been warned to not engage these people with their new philosophies or new 

interpretations of biblical doctrine 

Titus 3:9–11 (ESV) 9 But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the 

law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 10 As for a person who stirs up division, after warning 

him once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, 11 knowing that such a person is warped 

and sinful; he is self-condemned. 
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2 Timothy 2:23–26 (ESV) 23 Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that 

they breed quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able 

to teach, patiently enduring evil, 25 correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps 

grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come to their senses 

and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. 

When these people get into small groups and begin discussions they are anything but kind to 

everyone...and they are almost never able to correct others with gentleness. They are not 

concerned about truth...but rather proving they are right.  

Usually they have taken Scripture and done some incredible mental gymnastics to come to their 

false teaching. Paul tells Timothy they have been ensnared by the Devil to do his will...i.e. 

destroy the chruch.  

They are easy to identify. When you with gentleness redirect them and correct them with the 

truth of God's Word, rather than seeking truth they become defensive and attack.They are not 

humbled by God's truth but rather they are offended by it.  Satan always attacks those who 

use the Word of God to dispute his lies.  

I almost never engage in these ridiculous teachings...I just... in love... show them the truth 

and let them wrestle with it. Once they are told the truth it is up to them...as Paul says to 

come to their senses, repent from this sin and turn to a knowledge of the truth...The 

Scriptures.  

I wish that today we only had to deal with false teachings at our church events....but more often 

The attack is within the congregation through the Internet. Some crazy thought of Satan has gained 

traction and is being spread to believers as a new understand or new revelation. The posts drip of 

arrogance. Usually with pictures that seem creepy...The whole website or post seems really loud and 

usually has cheesy graphics. There are bold statements of how everyone in church is not just wrong 

but headed to hell...and they are going to share with you the special knowledge and enlightenment 

that they possess.  

Often with a small donation to offset their costs. Usually the text is caps all over the 

place...highlights....and links that you can copy and post to facebook and other sites so you don't 

have to really understand you just copy and post.  

These sites always appeal to your pride. Everyone in your church is an idiot. They have been 

misled..they are following lies...and you need to be aware immediately of the poorly understood 

but profound truth that they are now going to reveal to you... 

They are trusting that you don't know Scripture. They use specific scriptures out of context 

and make them appear to reveal this new teaching. They misuse Greek, Hebrew and English 

and give you only certain Scriptures while completely ignoring others.  

They deceive millions of people who want to follow Jesus but have been too lazy to know 

the Scriptures for themselves.  

Since Remnant started four years ago, the elders and I have been guarding the flock and 

have run off at least a dozen people who were involved in false teachings and refused to 

seek truth when confronted with gentleness.  

People entrapped by Satan never want to search the Scriptures with an open mind to 

find truth and surrender to it. We are under constant attack and fight in the spiritual 

realm to guard the truth at Remnant.  
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Let me give you a bit of a clue. The Word of God has been studied, dissected, discussed, 

taught and caught for over 2000 years. The learning has been under the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit who is God. Since God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, there is no new 

revelation. A truth may be new to you but when you hear someone claim to have a new 

revelation that no one has seen under the guidance of the Holy Spirit during 2000 years of 

teaching....be very careful.  

So this is a huge deal and a constant focus of all Pastors, Elders and leaders in Jesus' church.  

We see all kinds of expressions of false teachings in the church...they are the branches...but the trunk 

is a belief system of Satan. The early church called it gnosticism.  

The term comes from the Greek word gnosis, meaning knowledge.  The term “Gnosticism” is 

derived from the Greek word gnosis (knowledge) because secret knowledge was such a crucial 

doctrine in Gnosticism.  

Basically, the Gnostic believes in acquiring special, mystical knowledge as the means for salvation. 

According to Gnostic beliefs, there is a Great God that is good and perfect, but impersonal and 

unknowable. The creator of the universe was actually a lesser deity—a cheap knock-off of the 

“true God”—who wanted to create a flawless material universe but botched the job.  

 Instead of having a utopia, we ended up with a world infected with pain, misery, and 

intellectual and spiritual blindness; all matter is now corrupt and evil. However, when this lesser 

deity created man, he accidentally imbued humanity with a spark of the “true” God’s spirit, 

making man an inherently good soul trapped in the confines of an evil, material body. 

Contrary to a message of salvation through Christ alone (Acts 4:12), the Gnostic Jesus brings a 

message of self-redemption. Man only needs to examine his inner “spark” to find the 

knowledge needed to free himself from his material body and reach God. This alleged purity 

of heart is the exact opposite of what is stated in Jeremiah 17:9: “The heart is more deceitful 

than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?” 

Gnosticism was perhaps the most dangerous heresy that threatened the early church during 

the first three centuries. Influenced by such philosophers as Plato, Gnosticism is based on 

two false premises. First, it espouses a dualism regarding spirit and matter. Gnostics assert 

that matter is inherently evil and spirit is good. As a result of this presupposition, Gnostics 

believe anything done in the body, even the grossest sin, has no meaning because real life 

exists in the spirit realm only. 

Second, Gnostics claim to possess an elevated knowledge, a “higher truth” known only to a 

certain few. Gnostics claim to possess a higher knowledge, not from the Bible, but acquired 

on some mystical higher plane of existence. Gnostics see themselves as a privileged class 

elevated above everybody else by their higher, deeper knowledge of God. 

Christianity and Gnosticism are mutually exclusive; however, it is easy for a Gnostic mindset 

to seep into our own thinking if we’re not careful (1 Peter 5:8). The Gnostic is pursuing 

goodness, but, instead of seeking to be regenerated by Christ, he grabs hold of a man-

centered purpose for living. Gnostic thought makes man “wise in [his] own eyes” (Isaiah 

5:21), something Proverbs 3:7 pointedly advises against: “Do not be wise in your own eyes; 

fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.” 
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The difference between gnosticism and truth are best seen when looking at key doctrines like 

salvation, the source of truth, and the person of Jesus Christ.  

On the matter of salvation, Gnosticism teaches that salvation is gained through the acquisition 

of divine knowledge which frees one from the illusions of darkness. Although they claim to 

follow Jesus Christ and His original teachings, Gnostics contradict Him at every turn. Jesus said 

nothing about salvation through knowledge, but by faith in Him as Savior from sin.  

Christianity asserts that there is one source of Truth and that is the Bible, the inspired, inerrant 

Word of the living God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice (John 17:17; 2 Timothy 3:15-

17; Hebrews 4:12). It is God’s written revelation to mankind and is never superseded by man’s 

thoughts, ideas, writings, or visions. The Gnostics, on the other hand, use a variety of early 

heretical writings known as the Gnostic gospels, a collection of forgeries claiming to be “lost 

books of the Bible.” 

Thankfully, the early church fathers were nearly unanimous in recognizing these Gnostic 

scrolls as fraudulent forgeries that espouse false doctrines about Jesus Christ, salvation, God, 

and every other crucial Christian truth. There are countless contradictions between the 

Gnostic “gospels” and the Bible. Even when the so-called Christian Gnostics quote from the 

Bible, they rewrite verses and parts of verses to harmonize with their philosophy, a practice 

that is strictly forbidden and warned against by Scripture  

The Person of Jesus Christ is another area where Christianity and Gnosticism drastically differ. 

The Gnostics believe that Jesus’ physical body was not real, but only “seemed” to be physical, 

and that His spirit descended upon Him at His baptism, but left Him just before His crucifixion.  

Such views destroy not only the true humanity of Jesus, but also the atonement, for Jesus 

must not only have been truly God, but also the truly human (and physically real) man who 

actually suffered and died upon the cross in order to be the acceptable substitutionary 

sacrifice for sin (Hebrews 2:14-17). The biblical view of Jesus affirms His complete humanity as 

well as His full deity. 

As you begin to understand the trunk of this tree...you begin to see the branches.  

Gnosticism is the root of every New Age Movement in our culture today. It is the root of Jehovah's 

Witnesses, The Morman Cult, The Oprah movement, Universalism, Dionetics and the Church of 

Scientology, Hare Krishna, Children of God, Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam just to name a few.  

The Apostles saw it coming...knew it was the greatest threat to the purity of the message of Jesus 

and knew millions would be turned away from the truth to chase lies and myths. 

We see less formalized expressions of Gnosticism in ideological movements such as the Flat Earth 

Followers, those promoting evolution, those denying the equality and essence of the Trinity, those 

promoting the New Jesus movement, the authority of the Apocraphal Books like the Book of 

Enoch, and hundreds of others that pop up on the social media scene every day. They seem 

limitless because Satan doesn't care what you believe as long as it is a bastardized version of the 

truth of God.  

Today there has been a resurgence of these "Lost Books" with the implication that they contain 

special knowledge. Just turn on A&E, the History Channel and others but guard your hearts. 

Almost every show on TV today about Jesus is gnostic.  

Let me give you just a one example from the time of the Early Church.  
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Valentinus was the best known Gnostic of the day. He claimed that he was in the inner circle of Paul 

and Paul had given him special teachings...special knowledge reserved by God for only a few. The 

problem is that Valentinus was born in AD 100 and by then Paul had been dead for 40 years. And 

almost every doctrine of lie by Valentinius directly contradicted Paul's teachings in the Bible. Here is 

just a taste of what was taught.  

1) The universe was created by error. It was a mistake of Sophia aka Wisdom. 2) The Creator 

God...the Evil God...is the God of the Old Testament and created the evil physical world. 3) 

However the good God the God of the New Testament wanted to free people from their bodily 

prison through special knowledge revealed only to a few.  

4) Since Jesus was a good God...he could never really be in the flesh because the flesh is evil. So 

he was a spirit than looked like a man but was never really human.  

The divine could never stoop to be human.  

So how should the church respond? These lies and deceptions were gaining traction in the first 300 

years after Jesus ascended. It turns out false books were being written as fancifal theories about Jesus. It 

is interesting that similar false books don't exist about Mohammed, Buddah, or others. Only the true 

message of Jesus is bombarded with counterfits.... 

As these fictional books were being circulated in the early church, the church leaders realized that 

they had to allow God to reveal to them which bookds were HIs word and which were not. So the 

Early Church leaders all came together and developed a canon of authoritative Scripture. They did not 

decide if a book was inspired by God the Holy Spirit, they simply recognized which books were of God 

and which were not.  

Jude 3–4 (ESV) 3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I 

found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered 

to the saints. 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 

condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only 

Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Contend for the truth that was ONCE and FOR ALL...delivered to the Saints. The Saints of God have 

been given the Truth. The Holy Spirit guides their understanding just like He guides their writings. 

God the Holy Spirit knows which books He inspired and which ones He did not. He reveals that 

inspiration to the Saints who sought His guidance to complete and close the Scriptures. God 

revealed His complete truth to us once...for all...and delieverd to the saints. Period. Full Stop.  

In the early centuries of the church, Christians were sometimes put to death for possessing copies of 

Scripture. Because of this persecution, the question soon came up, “What books are worth dying for?” 

Some books may have contained sayings of Jesus, but were they inspired as stated in 2 Timothy 3:16?  

Most questions about which books belong in the Bible dealt with writings from the time of Christ 

and forward. The early church had some very specific criteria in order for books to be considered as 

part of the New Testament.  

These included: Was the book written by someone who was an eyewitness of Jesus Christ? Did the 

book pass the “truth test”? (i.e., did it concur with other, already agreed-upon Scripture?). The 

New Testament books they accepted back then have endured the test of time and Christian 

orthodoxy has embraced these, with little challenge, for centuries. 
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Confidence in the acceptance of specific books dates back to the first century recipients who offered 

firsthand testimony as to their authenticity. Furthermore, the end-time subject matter of the book 

of Revelation, and the prohibition of adding to the words of the book in Revelation 22:18, argue 

strongly that the canon was closed at the time of its writing (c. A.D. 95). 

God has used His word for  one primary purpose—to reveal Himself and communicate to 

mankind. Ultimately, the church councils did not decide if a book was Scripture; that was decided 

when the human author was chosen by God to write. In order to accomplish the end result, 

including the preservation of His Word through the centuries, God guided the early church 

councils in their recognition of the canon. 

Does the Bible tell us everything we want to know about God, Jesus, The Holy Spirit and our 

world....No. But it is sufficient to explain to us everything we need to know of Christ  and to teach us, 

correct us, and instruct us into all righteousness  

The more you study the Scriptures..the more you abide with Christ...the more you allow the Holy 

Spirit to teach you...the more obvious it becomes..by seeing threads from Genesis to Revelation that 

this book was no only divine inspired by God but divinely collected and revealed by God. It is in my 

opinion and God's direction the complete revelation of God to man. It is in one word....Truth.  

So by at least 300AD the Scriptures were identified and essentially uncontested for centuries. The Total 

Complete Authoritative Truth of God Revealed to Man was contained in the Holy Scriptures and few 

debated otherwise. The Truth was Revealed....so the focus on the church leaders became how to 

develop a public way to weed out the gnostics and identify true followers of Jesus.  

So the Church leaders of the time developed a statement of faith of beliefs that every true follower of 

Jesus should embrace. First developed in around the latter half of the second century. It was originally 

a statement of faith made by those who were being baptized. The statement of faith that challenged 

Gnosticism....is known as the Apostle's Creed.  

Thus the Apostles’ Creed is as follows: * I believe in God the Father Almighty, * Maker of Heaven 

and Earth, 

The Gnostics held that the physical universe is evil and that a Holy God could not make something 

evil. Thus God is not the creator.  

* And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, * Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, * Born of the 

Virgin Mary, 

The Gnostics were agreed that the orthodox Christians were wrong in supposing that God had 

taken human nature or a human body. Some of them distinguished between Christ, whom they 

acknowledged to be in some sense divine, and the man Jesus, who was at most an instrument 

through whom the Christ spoke.  

They held that the man Jesus did not become the bearer or instrument of Christ until the Spirit 

descended upon him at his baptism, and that the Spirit left him before the crucifixion, so that 

the Spirit had only a brief and tenuous association with matter and humanity.  
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Others affirmed that there was never a man Jesus at all, but only the appearance of a man, 

through which appearance wise teachings were given to the first disciples. Against this, the 

orthodox Christians affirmed that Jesus was conceived through the action of the Holy Spirit (thus 

denying the Gnostic position that the Spirit had nothing to do with Jesus until his Baptism), that 

he was born (which meant that he had a real physical body, and not just an appearance) of a 

virgin (which implied that he had been special from the first moment of his life, and not just 

from the baptism on]. 

 * Crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

There were many stories then current about gods who died and were resurrected, but they were 

offered quite frankly as myths, as non-historical stories symbolic of the renewal of the vegetation 

every spring after the seeming death of winter. Jesus, on the other hand, died at a particular time 

and place in history, under the jurisdiction of Pontius Pilate, Procurator of Judea from 26 to 36 AD, 

or during the last ten years of the reign of the Emperor Tiberius 

* was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into Hades. 

Here the creed hammers home the point that he was really dead. He was not an illusion. He was 

nailed to a post. He died. He had a real body, a corpse, that was placed in a tomb. He was not 

merely unconscious — his spirit left his body and went to the realm of the dead.  

It is a common belief among Christians that on this occasion he took the souls of those who had 

died trusting in the promises made under the Covenants of Abraham, Moses, David, Elijah, 

Isaiah, and many others — and brought them out of the realm of the dead and into heavenly 

glory. 

However, the creed is not concerned with this point. The reference to the descent into Hades 

(or Hell, or Sheol) is here to make it clear that the death of Jesus was not just a swoon or a 

coma, but death in every sense of the word.] 

* The third day He rose from the dead, He ascended into Heaven, * and is seated at the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty. * From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. * I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, * I believe in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, 

The Gnostics believed that the most important Christian doctrines were reserved for a select few. 

The orthodox belief was that the fullness of the Gospel was to be preached to the entire human 

race. Hence the term “catholic,” or universal, note that catholic is not capitalized thus not the 

church itself, which distinguished them from the Gnostic.  

* the communion of saints, * the forgiveness of sins, 

The Gnostics considered that what men needed was not forgiveness, but enlightenment. 

Ignorance, not sin, was the problem. Some of them, believing the body to be a snare and delusion, 

led lives of great self sacrifice. Others, believing the body to be quite separate from the soul, held 

that it did not matter what the body did, since it was completely foul anyway, and its actions had 

no effect on the soul. They accordingly led lives that were not ascetic at all. Either way, the notion 

of forgiveness was alien to them. 

* the resurrection of the body, 

The chief goal of the Gnostics was to become free forever from the taint of matter and the 

shackles of the body, and to return to the heavenly realm as Pure Spirit. They totally rejected any 

idea of the resurrection of the body. 
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* and the life everlasting. AMEN 

Gnosticism is based on a mystical, intuitive, subjective, inward, emotional approach to truth which is not 

new at all. It is very old, going back in some form to the Garden of Eden, where Satan questioned God 

and the words He spoke and convinced Adam and Eve to reject them and accept a lie.  

He does the same thing today as he “prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour”  

He still calls God and the Bible into question and catches in his web those who are either naïve and 

scripturally uninformed or who are seeking some personal revelation to make them feel special, 

unique, and superior to others.  

1 Thessalonians 5:22 (ESV) 22 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every 

form of evil. 

Paul....Peter...Jude....John...all warned us. Over the next few months we will learn exactly what they 

had to say. Good news is only good when it is based on truth. God's news is only good with it is based 

on God's Truth. Let's Pray.  

 


