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The Peter Principle 

I want you to think about something for a moment. If at the end of your life, you had the chance to 

write a letter to the American Churches and you were guaranteed that not only would the pastors 

read it, but it would be read to the entire congregation, and all future congregations...what would you 

tell them? What would be the one thing that you want to make sure they know? It is not as easy as 

you think. Yet around 65 AD that is exactly the situation that Peter faced.  

I think it is important to think about the author of the Biblical letters as you are reading them. Too 

often we jump from book to book in the Bible as if they are all the same.  

Truthfully, they are the same in that they speak God's truth through the writer to us....God is the 

author but wonderfully He allows the personality and perspective of the writer to show through as 

well.  

The Gospels and the books written in the New Testament are more like portraits that photos. 

Photos take an instant snap shot of what you see. It is what it is. A single moment in time 

captured digitially. But the Bible is more like a collection of Portraits.  

Portraits allow the artist to highlight what they want their audience to see. They bring out 

certain features and minimize others. They share the artist's perspective and  personality. 

They show you what the artist wants you to see.  

If you took a fixed camera and snapped a picture you would have one view caught in time. But 

if you put 6 artists next to that camera, you would get 6 different paintings that show you 

what the artist wants to highlight.  

That is why 4 gospels may tell the story of a single event, but do so with a focus on different 

aspects of that event. You don't get 4 cookie cutter photos if you will.  

The writers of the Gospels and books of the NT, tell the story from their perspective and 

through their lenses. Their background, educational level, preferred language, intended 

audience all play a role as God the Holy Spirit directs them to reveal His truth to us.  

Some books intended for Jewish audiences use Jewish terms without definition, while 

those intended for Gentile audiences or mixed audiences explain the feasts and Jewish 

terms.  

Paul's letters reveal a highly intellectual and educated logical flow that leads to a 

deduction. He is extremely well educated and trained in debate.  

Luke's letters are the most detailed, revealing his background as a physician. He notes 

details and observations not seen by others. When he speaks of someone being healed it 

carries additional validity.  

Matthew writes with detail that seems to reflect his background as an accountant and tax 

collector.  

John in his  books reveals his heart of love and is one of the most poetic and beautiful 

writers in the Bible. More of a free spirit who embraces beauty. He calls himself the 

disciple that Jesus loved. Not arrogantly but with  undeserved honor.  
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John 1:1–5 (ESV) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through 

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the 

life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 

1 John 1:1–4 (ESV) 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 

we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life— 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and 

testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was 

made manifest to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so 

that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father 

and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be 

complete. 

John was called the Disciple of Love...you can see it throughout all of his writings.  

So as we approach a study of the Second Book of Peter, we need to spend some time thinking about 

Peter....his background, his education, his perspective, unique moments in his life that shape his 

perspective, and then use that lens to help us understand his letter to the churches.  

For instance when Peter talks about taking steps of faith, we should pay special attention because 

he was the wave walker and probably knows a thing or two about stepping out in faith.  

When Peter talks about forgiveness...he denied Jesus three times....he knows a bit about what it 

means to walk in the grace and peace of the forgiveness of Christ.  

So as we begin, lets reflect a bit on the life of Peter.  

Peter aka Simon or Simon Peter or Cephas 

His name was Simon. He is from Bethsaida. A city...a fishing city... on the North end of the Sea of 

Galilee...very close to Capernaaum where Jesus lived during his active years of ministry. He was also 

called Simon Bar Jona which means the son of John.  

We know that Peter was married and his mother in law lived in Capernaaum. Jesus would one day 

heal her of a febrile illness... 

Peter was in the fishing business with his brother Andrew who was also a disciple of Jesus. In 

addition, their coworkers were two men named James and John also disciples. These 4 fisherman 

where to become fishers of men.  

Peter was not highly educated. He had the fundamental education in Judaism of the common 

people. Like many Jewish boys he studied Judaism but was rejected for future studies at a young 

age. He was a commoner.... 

Acts 4:13 (ESV) 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that 

they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they 

had been with Jesus. 

Worse than being uneducated, he was a hick. He was from Galilee. His accent shouted 

ignorant.  

Matthew 26:73 (ESV) 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 

“Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 
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Peter and his brother Andrew were originally followers of John the Baptist. It fits when you begin to 

see Peter's boldness and zeal for the unorthodox.  

John 1:35–42 (ESV) 35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he 

looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard 

him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, 

“What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you 

staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and you will see.”  

So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about 

the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 

Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are 

Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 

God gave Peter a name that spoke to his potential...I love that...I hope Jesus has a name for me 

that speaks of who I will become. Think about it...the world at that time called Peter a high 

school dropout...a lowly fisherman...uneducated simpleton from Galilee....Son of a man named 

John who was also a nobody....and Jesus says...no....that name doesn's suit you...and who you 

will be...You Simon from now on are a Rock...my rock...Petras...a hugh rock like a mountain 

cliff...that is who I see in you...I LOVE THAT! 

Simon now Peter becomes one of Jesus' 12 Disciples. He is the disciple most often mentioned in the 

Gospels. He is always listed first in every list of the disciples in Scripture and order of lists in Jewish 

culture is huge.  

Peter is my favorite...He is bold..not socially aware...impulsive and completely comfortable in his own 

skin. He is always eager to jump in with his mouth before his head has engaged. If there was a 

moment that required loyalty to Jesus...Peter rushed in.  

Matthew 14:28–29 (ESV) 28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to 

you on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and 

came to Jesus. 

Mark 10:28 (ESV) 28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” 

Luke 8:45 (ESV) 45 And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched me?” When all denied it, Peter 

said, “Master, the crowds surround you and are pressing in on you!” 

John 6:66–71 (ESV) 66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with 

him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter 

answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69 and we 

have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”  

Mark 11:20–21 (ESV) 20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away 

to its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you 

cursed has withered.” 

Mark 14:29–31 (ESV) 29 Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I will not.” 30 And 

Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will 

deny me three times.” 31 But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny 

you.” And they all said the same. 
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John 13:4–6 (ESV) 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, 

tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 

feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 

John 18:10–11 (ESV) 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s 

servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, 

“Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 

Not only was Peter the bold one who seemed to speak first every time...Jesus often spoke to Him first... 

Matthew 16:15–20 (ESV) 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 

Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I 

tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall 

be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly 

charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

Interesting that even the angels place importance on Peter. Jesus wanted to make sure that Peter 

knew after he had denied Jesus that Jesus still considered him a disciple. Peter may have doubted if 

Jesus wanted him there...but Jesus didn't 

Mark 16:7 (ESV) 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you 

will see him, just as he told you.” 

Peter was the first to see the risen Lord... 

Luke 24:33–35 (ESV) 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they 

found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord has 

risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, 

and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

1 Corinthians 15:3–5 (ESV) 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: 

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, 

then to the twelve. 

Jesus often spoke to Peter first.... 

Sometimes it was harsh... 

Matthew 16:21–23 (ESV) 21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go 

to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 

saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to 

Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind 

on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

Other times it was ominous 

Luke 22:31–32 (ESV) 31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might 

sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you 

have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 

It was at times blunt. 
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Mark 14:37–38 (ESV) 37 And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon, 

are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? 38 Watch and pray that you may not enter 

into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

And sometimes it was a look...that was crushing 

Luke 22:61–62 (ESV) 61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the 

saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me 

three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly. 

Peter was one of the three disciples closest to Jesus.   

Mark 5:37 (ESV) 37 And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James and John the brother 

of James. 

Mark 9:2–4 (ESV) 2 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them 

up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became 

radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah 

with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 

Mark 13:3–4 (ESV) 3 And as he sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James 

and John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be 

the sign when all these things are about to be accomplished?” 

Luke 22:8 (ESV) 8 So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that 

we may eat it.” 

Mark 14:33–34 (ESV) 33 And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be 

greatly distressed and troubled. 34 And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to 

death. Remain here and watch.” 

Once Jesus ascended to Heaven, Peter became the main leader of the Church in Jerusalem. Peter Led 

them to choose the replacement for Judas. 

Acts 1:15–16 (ESV) 15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was 

in all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 

beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested 

Jesus. 

Peter healed people... 

Acts 3:6–8 (ESV) 6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7 And he took him by the right hand and 

raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up, he stood 

and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 

Acts 5:14–15 (ESV) 14 And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both 

men and women, 15 so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots 

and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 

Acts 9:32–34 (ESV) 32 Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also 

to the saints who lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight 

years, who was paralyzed. 34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and 

make your bed.” And immediately he rose. 

Peter preached to people 
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When the church grew as the Spirit fell at Pentecost it as Peter who stepped up and preached to 

the crowd in Acts Ch 2.  

Acts 2:14–16 (ESV) 14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed 

them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to 

my words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of 

the day. 16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 

Another time... 

Acts 3:12 (ESV) 12 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do 

you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have 

made him walk? 

Peter was Jailed and miraculously saved by God 

Acts 12:1–5 (ESV) 1 About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to 

the church. 2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it 

pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened 

Bread. 4 And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of 

soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. 5 So Peter was 

kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. 

Acts 12:7 (ESV) 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the 

cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off 

his hands. 

Peter spent time in hiding 

Acts 12:15–19 (ESV) 15 They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it 

was so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” 16 But Peter continued knocking, and when they 

opened, they saw him and were amazed. 17 But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he 

described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things 

to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and went to another place. 18 Now when day 

came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had become of Peter. 19 And 

after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered that 

they should be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. 

Peter stood for Jesus and preached to government authorities 

Acts 4:5–8 (ESV) 5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 

6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-

priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 

name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people 

and elders, 

And at a later date... 
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Acts 5:27–33 (ESV) 27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And 

the high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet 

here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s blood upon 

us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of 

our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right 

hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are 

witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 

Peter played a key role in bringing the Gospel to the Gentiles by confirming the authority of  Paul.  

Acts 15:7 (ESV) 7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, 

you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should 

hear the word of the gospel and believe. 

Peter has a special promise from Jesus regarding his death.  

John 21:17–19 (ESV) 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter 

was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you 

know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to 

you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you 

are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not 

want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying 

this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

Peter is not mentioned in Acts after the account of the Council. It appears, however, that after 

Antioch (Gal. 2:11–14) he went on missionary journeys farther into the Gentile world (1 Cor. 1:12; 

3:22; 9:5). 

2 Peter 1:13–15 (ESV) 13 I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of 

reminder, 14 since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ 

made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at 

any time to recall these things. 

According to strong evidence from the early Church, Peter went to Rome and died as a martyr 

there under Nero. He was crucified by Nero likey upside down...He was later called a founder 

(with Paul) and a bishop of the church in Rome, but it is unlikely that he was recognized as either 

during his lifetime.  

Peter's Theology 

A “theology of Peter” cannot be reconstructed. The only materials that could be drawn on would be 

his speeches , which reflect the beliefs of the early Church for whom he spoke and the interests of the 

writer of Acts more than any distinctive ideas of Peter; 

Each book of the Bible was uniquely inspired by God. God the Holy Spirit is all over this book. We have 

learned how the Holy Spirit guided every word as the authors wrote of their experiences.  
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We have seen how the Holy Spirit protected the texts and guided those who read them to realize they 

were of Holy Origin. Last week we talked about how the Holy Spirit guided those who put the books of 

the Bible together in what was called the Canon. Each book lovingly written, protected and joined 

together in a perfect tapestry of themes....each one about Jesus...all in perfect harmony from Genesis 

to Revelation.  

But there is another act of the Holy Spirit that rarely gets spoken about. In fact, it often gets 

overlooked. The Holy Spirit not only chose the words, spoke through the author and put the book 

together, but He also chose which person would write which book. 

Think about that with me for a moment. At some point God knew that the truth would need to be 

written. At some point the Holy Spirit prompted Peter to write. He could have prompted any of the 

Apostles to write but for this message...He chose Peter.  

And when you stop and think about it...Peter is the perfect choice. He is bold, brash, direct, has no 

problems speaking his mind. He knows the truth about Jesus better than perhaps anyone. How dare 

they speak lies about Him. Peter had denied Jesus three times, but he would be damned before he 

would stand by and let it happen again. Not on his watch.  

Peter was not well educated. He was a simple fisherman. But God chose him...taught him...invested 

him...and believed in him. Knowing Jesus was not about what you know it was about who you know. 

Now people are coming into the church claiming that you had to have special knowledge to be 

saved....He as well as anyone knew that was not true. If being a true follower of Jesus was based on 

knowledge Peter would never have known Him or been saved. He would be damned before he let 

someone come into his church are teach such lies.  

Peter knew Jesus was coming back because Jesus came back for him. He had denied Christ and Jesus 

had died. Peter was crushed....and then 3 days later Jesus came back....and came to Peter first. He 

had kept his promise.....He knew Jesus promised to return and he would be damned before he 

would let anyone come into his church and teach that Jesus was not coming back.  

Peter stood on a mountain one day and saw Jesus the Son of God in His Glory! In His Glory! Lit up so 

brightly that He and James and John hit the deck and hid their eyes. Then he heard the very voice of 

God...The...voice...of....God... 

Matthew 17:4–6 (ESV) 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I 

will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still 

speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This 

is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the disciples heard this, 

they fell on their faces and were terrified. 

Notice what God said....This is MY SON...with whom I am pleased....Listen to Him.  

Peter heard the very voice of God claim Jesus as His Son....and to listen to Him. Do you really 

think anyone else was as prepared to handle a false teacher how came into the church and 

said....Jesus was not God's Son and His teaching was not worth listening to. God said My Son 

Listen to Him Peter would be damned before He would let anything in the church contradict 

that truth.  

Peter heard many call Jesus names that did not reflect who He really was. They said He was not 

human. That He was only a spirit. Yet God refused to let Peter be called by any name other than the 

one that spoke to the truth. He was the not Simon...He was Peter the Rock...and he would be 

damned before he would let anyone defame the name of Jesus.  
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The worst day of Peter's life was the day He denied Jesus. They day Jesus said he was praying for 

him because Satan wanted to sift him...Jesus said He was praying for Peter that he would not be 

weak. yet Peter in the moment Jesus need him most...was weak in his faith.  

Peter tried to stop Jesus from going to Jerusalem and Jesus said Get behind me Satan. He tried to 

stop Jesus from stooping to wash his feet and Jesus said if I don't' do this you will have no part in 

me.  

Peter saw the anguish of Jesus in the Garden...he couldn't stay awake to pray. Peter tried to 

defend Jesus with the Sword but Jesus said no. Then Peter denied Jesus three times.  It was a 

horrible day. And then Jesus was crucified....for six hours...everyone saw it...everyone knew 

it...it was horrible. They took down his body...his very real human body....and buried it in a very 

real human tomb. Do you really think after experience every minute of that horrible day...that 

Peter would allow anyone to tell him it never happened? Peter would be damned before he 

would let any fool teach such nonsense in the church of Jesus.  

Peter lived his life in the blessings of the grace and forgiveness of Jesus. Jesus had forgiven 

Peter...restored him personally after the denial...and transformed him into the leader of the chruch 

of Jesus in Jerusalem.  

Every day that Peter lived he must have thought about how he never deserved the forgiveness 

and blessings that Jesus granted to him.  

Do you really think Peter would let someone come into the church Jesus entrusted to Him....you 

Peter are a rock and on that rock I will build my church...do you think Peter would let anyone say 

that a relationship with Jesus is based on knowledge and not repentence and forgiveness? 

Peter had been told by Jesus that he would die a painful death. So Peter knew he would not see the 

return of Jesus in his lifetime. He was going to have to die in a similar manner as Jesus did. Peter too 

would suffer like Jesus did....but just because Jesus had not come back yet..didn't mean He wasn't 

coming.   

Peter would be damned before he would let someone come into the church of Jesus and teach 

such foolishness.  

The Holy Spirit...God..makes sure that Jesus is given all of the glory due to Him...He shaped Peter 

through every circumstance to be the perfect person to write the perfect message to an imperfect 

church. No one could deliver such an important message at such a critical time. God leaves nothing to 

chance. Peter is the Rock...the firm towering unmoving cliff of truth.  

After Jesus ascended back to heaven...he chose one man...one man that He knew would fight for the 

truth no matter what. Very moment in Peter's life shaped and prepared him for this moment in 67 AD. 

The truth of Jesus...everything our hope is based on...was under attack. Peter stepped up and fought 

against those sent by Satan to destory all that Jesus had done. How dare they speak and teach such 

lies about his best friend.   

You and I hold those cherished words in our hands today. Words that Peter himself wanted to share 

with us...Words that are true today because they were defended without apology in previous days. 

Words that could have come only from Peter...Words that we nonchalantly call Second Peter 

without much additional thought. I can't wait until next week to begin to unpack what Peter so 

desperately wanted us to know. Let's Pray 

 


