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Apocalypse Wow 

Over the last few weeks, we have looked at how God is positioning the world for end time events. 

We have looked at the spiritual battle that is raging around us. We see the stage being set 
philosophically, politically, geographically, ideologically, and spiritually. 

We have seen the growing Apostasy of Humanism.....See the globalism that unites the world 
around that false teaching....Studied the re gathering of the Jewish people to the Holy 
Land.....explored the reuniting of the old Roman Empire....and talked about the coming of 
Middle East peace. 

We have come to a better understanding of the promises in the Bible having credibility because 
of their accuracy and the covenantal nature of God. 

We understand God's unilateral, eternal, and unconditional covenants made to Abraham, 
David, Noah and us. 

And we have dealt with the huge elephant in the room....God's wrath....and learned that it is an 
expression of His love. It is his just response to all things unloving. 

We have learned that His wrath seems extreme to us because we fail to understand His 
holiness and the damage that sin does to Him and thus to us. We have learned that it is 
through the Holy Spirit that we get a glimpse of His holiness- just like those on the 
mountain. 

And in the presence of His holiness we begin to understand His outrage toward all 
things unholy and unloving. It is His righteous, just and appropriate response to sin and 
it is one of the most loving things He does for us. It is thus our blessed hope. 

That is where we have been in just 4 short weeks. Ok....4 long sermons. 

Today I want to begin to set the stage...to give an overview of the events that will occur in the 
future according to Scripture. But I want to explain a few things first. 

We are going to keep repeating this concept.....The events of end times are pretty clear in 
the Bible...We seem to all agree on most of the events. God wanted to make sure that we 
would recognize the signs and know in advance what was going to happen. 

Actually almost all the reputable scholars across various denominations agree on the events of 
end times themselves. Most credible scholars acknowledge that the Bible is pretty clear that 
events like the reuniting of the Roman Empire, the Nation of Israel, The rise of the Antichrist, 
the 2 million man army from the East, the gathering of the world for battle at Armageddon, the 
7 year time of tribulation....those are all events...future events...that will happen...exactly as the 
Bible says....and almost all scholars and believers are in total agreement that the Scripture is 
clear. Real events...in the future of Human History. 



What in the World Week 5 Apocalypse Wow  June 12, 2022 

Frank Burns MDiv  Remnant Church of Sarasota 

2 

 

The differences of opinion have to do with the timing, the order, and the specifics of which 
nations, which leaders, and what day. This is really important to understand particularly 
when we discuss end time with those who are not believers. 

Many in the church debate argue and even divide based on the timing of these events. 
Will the rapture be before tribulation, in the middle of tribulation or after tribulation? 
Outsiders see us debating these but don't understand that what we are debating is not 
the events but the timing. We need to make sure that those who don't know Jesus know 
the events that are coming even if we are unsure about how they will play out in order. 

It is easy to read about end times and get lost in the timing or specific predictions....and 
miss the more important point. These prophecies by God will occur in our future and 
will occur exactly as God says they will. We may not know all the details but we know 
enough to get ourselves ready. 

So what I want to do today is to begin to set the stage for the weeks ahead. 

To present to you what seems to be the best Scripturally supported outline of the events to come. 
They may not be in the right order....but we have to start somewhere in order to begin our study. 
The outline that I believe best aligns with Scripture is a Futurist, Pre-Millennial, Pre-Tribulation 
Rapture perspective. I have three labels already. 

Don't worry. We are not going into all the options and all the charts....I am a futurist- meaning I 
believe the events of end times are yet to come. I am Pre-Millennial- I believe that we are not 
currently living in the Millennial Kingdom of Christ and that it is yet to come....and I not only 
believe in the rapture of the church but believe it will happen before the time of tribulation. 

I have this view because it seems to align best with Scripture and where the world is today. 
More importantly, after studying Scripture, I have a strong sense of internal peace about 
this view that I cannot get to with the other views.  I am not here to debate all the views....I 
am more concerned that we recognize the events and learn what God has promised rather 
than focus on getting every prediction absolutely correct. As we apply ourselves toward the 
study of end times, we need to have the right perspective. 

We need to be less concerned about trying to predict who the Antichrist is and more 
concerned about those He will be deceiving..... 

We need to be less concerned about which day Jesus will return and be more concerned 
about the fact that He will return and our preparations for Him. I can promise you He 
will return to your existence in the next 100 years. Either He will come back or you will 
meet Him when you die. Either way you have a limited time to make sure that you are 
ready. 

We need to be less concerned about the timing of the rapture and more concerned 
about living in the reality that it could be any minute and we have a message to share. 

I have watched Christians attack one another, get wrapped around the axle about their certainty 
of minute details of the future....arrogantly put down those who have a different perspective....I 
know...I get the emails. The worst part of doing a study on Revelation and End Times are the 
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emails that you get from those who claim to have certainty about the timing of future events 
and are eager to try to start an argument or tell you why you are not teaching correctly. I am the 
first to admit that the future is God's perogative not mine. the Events are clear....the timing is 
not....so lets not waste time on petty things and focus on the Return of Jesus and a world that is 
being groomed for the Antichrist. 

Lets acknowledge that we are on a need to know basis...Let's focus on the events that God 
has revealed to us....try to put them in logical order..and leave the details and specifics to 
the One who knows. 

I honestly don't think we will be disappointed if we are raptured tonight and discovered 
that our post tribulation rapture perspective was wrong. Once Jesus becomes part of 
our moment to moment reality at His return, I don't think any of us are going to care 
who the Antichrist is as long as Jesus destroys Him. 

So lets move forward with humility and grace recognizing that there are many 
views...but only one God and that He can unfold His plan in exactly His way....and 
regardless of the order or timing....we are just glad to be on His side. We will gladly give 
up our right to be right on the details. 

Subtopic 

So you can see that with all the various scriptures, we need to put together some framework so that we 
can better understand these events. We need an outline or flow diagram of some sort...we need a 
common set of terms as we move forward....We need what I would call The Prophetic Clock.  

Timeline 

According to prophecies in Daniel we are living in what is called the Church Age. It is the time that is 
unspecified where God is holding back judgment until as many Gentiles as possible come to know 
Him. 

When the Jewish people rejected Jesus, the message was then given to the Gentiles for a time. 
The church age began with the Day of Pentecost and will end dramatically on the Day of the 
Rapture. 

Do you remember when Jesus on His way into Jerusalem stopped on the Mount of Olives to 
look over the city and lament their rejection of Him? How He said.... 

Matthew 23:37–39 (ESV) — 37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 
and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 38 See, 
your house is left to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you 
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 

It is as if at that moment God pushed the pause button on His covenant with the Jewish 
People. They would reject and crucify Jesus and usher in the Gentile era that was 
promised in Daniel. 
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We have been living in the Gentile Era and one day, God will release the pause button, 
and  Jesus will once again stand on the Mount of Olives but this time the Jewish People 
will recognize Him as Messiah. We talked about this during our study of the Jewish 
Feasts. We are living the prophetic summer between the Spring Feasts that have 
occurred and the Fall Feasts yet to occur. The Feast of Trumpets...the next fall 
feast....the trumpet will blow and the Gentile period will end. 

Timeline  The next event on God's Prophetic Calendar is the Rapture of the Church. We will spend A 
few weeks talking in depth about the rapture. The Rapture is when all believers in Jesus who are 
alive on earth are suddenly, in the blink of an eye, snatched away to heaven to meet Jesus in the 
clouds. 

In that moment, deceased church age believers will be bodily resurrected and rejoined in their 
perfected spirits. 

The Rapture will shock the world and inaugurate "end times." The world will try to make sense 
of that disappearance of millions of people but the impact will be catastrophic. 

The rapture will be interesting in many ways. It is possible that many people like some 
evangelists, church leaders and others will not be raptured because they truly didn't know 
Christ. They along with the Humanists will likely claim that the rapture was God's judgement 
on the intolerant fake Christians who misrepresented Him. 

When you think about it....it is a pretty easy sell. Humanists don't believe in the 
Supernatural things of God....Christians are the ones who they say are intolerant, 
judgmental and unwavering. Now that they are gone, we call all have one religion of 
universalism. 

Remember from prior weeks that the rapture has no signs that precede it. It is a sign-less event. 
All the signs that Jesus speaks about relate to His second coming....not His meeting us in the 
clouds at the rapture. 

The Prophet Daniel tells us that in the end times there will be a restoration of the original Roman 
Empire. 

As a result of the Rapture, a group of ten leaders will form a reunited Roman Empire to restore 
order and some sense of normalcy. 

Daniel 7:23–27 (ESV) — 23 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth 
kingdom on earth, which shall be different from all the kingdoms, and it shall devour the 
whole earth, and trample it down, and break it to pieces. 24 As for the ten horns, out of this 
kingdom ten kings shall arise, 

The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth: This initial description of the fourth 
beast fits well with the Roman Empire of ancient history. It did devour the whole 
civilized earth, and dominate it completely for about a thousand years. 

A leader from among those nations will rise quietly but swiftly. He will be very 
persuasive and will rise out of insignificance and obscurity. The Bible gives this person 
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the title of Antichrist. The AntiChrist will rise out of obscurity and almost be ushered 
into world leadership with surpise and false humility. 

Remember that the AntiChrist will present himself much like Christ....He will pretend to 
be Christ Like....Everyone will like him. If you are trying to figure out who the AntiChrist 
is don't look for those who split everyone....Look for the person that eveyrone seems to 
like. We will see in Revelation 6 that he mimics Jesus. 

Revelation 6:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven 
seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 
2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was 
given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer. 

 Jesus does return on a white horse in Revelation 19:11–16; but this is a satanic dictator 
who imitates Jesus. 

He rules (a crown was given); he rules with a bow, not a sword; and he exercises 
dominion over the earth (went out conquering and to conquer). But the results of his 
rule, as described in the following verses, show clearly that this is not the reign of Jesus. 

He will rule over men as a false messiah, and lead man in organized rebellion against 
God, in the pattern of Nimrod, his first predecessor. He is the one called the antichrist. 

So there will be ten kings in this rebirth of Rome...The Antichrist is not one of those 
ten....It appears that they will bring him in and make him their leader. 

Daniel 7:24-25 (ESV) 24 As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, 
and another shall arise after them; he shall be different from the former ones, and shall 
put down three kings. 25 He shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out 
the saints of the Most High, and shall think to change the times and the law; and they 
shall be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. 

Somehow the Antichrist will remove three of the original Ten World Leaders...most 
likely he will kill them....Either way he wil put down three kings. He will wear out the 
Saints of the Most High. 

In some way, I think it is easier to die for the Lord than to live under constant 
harrassment and strain. The Antichrist will make life for believers horrible. He will hassas 
them so continually so that life become a miserable existence. But it will last for only 3.5 
years. 

Timeline At that time, the Antichrist will rise up in the confusion and sign a peace agreement 
between the Ten Nations of the Roman Empire and Israel. The signing of that agreement initiates 
what God calls the 7 year time of Tribulation. 

You can imagine how thrilled the Islamic world will be with a Reborn Roman Empire that signs a 
peace agreement with Israel. This will trigger a war....a war the Bible calls the Gog and Magog 
War. 
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Russia along with a massive Islamic coalition will take advantage of the confusion after the 
rapture, the weakened West and the pacivity of the newly revealed Antichrist  and will 
launch a full assault on the nation of Israel. The Bible refers to this as the Battle of Gog and 
Magog. 

Ezekiel 38:3–6 (NASB) — 1 And the word of the Lord came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, 
set your face toward Gog of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal, 
and prophesy against him 3 and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am against you, 
O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal. 4 I will turn you about and put hooks into 
your jaws, and I will bring you out, and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them 
splendidly attired, a great company with buckler and shield, all of them wielding swords; 
5 Persia, Ethiopia and Put with them, all of them with shield and helmet; 6 Gomer with 
all its troops; Beth-togarmah from the remote parts of the north with all its troops—
many peoples with you. (note many peoples I will talk of it in a moment) 

Gog is a person, the leader of Rosh which is Russia in the land of Magog 

Magog according to the Historian Josephus is the land of the former Soviet Union: 
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and most likely Afghanistan. 

Rosh is Russia the remote parts of the North. 

Meshech and Tubal are Lebanon and Turkey 

Persia is modern day  Iran 

Cush is Ethiopia 

Put is Libya 

Gomer is Central Turkey 

Beth-Togarmah is Turkey 

Map of Gog War 

Ezekiel 38:3–6 (NASB) — 1 And the word of the Lord came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, 
set your face toward Putin of the land of Russia, the prince of Northern Russia, Labanon  
and Turkey, and prophesy against him 3 and say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am 
against you, O Putin prince of Russia, Lebanon and Turkey. 4 I will turn you about and 
put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you out, and all your army, horses and 
horsemen, all of them splendidly attired, a great company with buckler and shield, all of 
them wielding swords; 5 Iran, Ethiopia and Lybia with them, all of them with shield and 
helmet; 6 Central Turkey with all its troops; Outer Turkey from the remote parts of the 
north with all its troops—many peoples with you. 

Ezekiel 38:14–16 (ESV) — 14 “Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and say to Gog, Thus 
says the Lord God: On that day when my people Israel are dwelling securely, will you not 
know it? 15 You will come from your place out of the uttermost parts of the north, you 
and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great host, a mighty army. 16 
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You will come up against my people Israel, like a cloud covering the land. In the latter 
days I will bring you against my land, that the nations may know me, when through you, 
O Gog, I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 

Ezekiel 38:18–23 (ESV) — 18 But on that day, the day that Gog shall come against the 
land of Israel, declares the Lord God, my wrath will be roused in my anger. 19 For in my 
jealousy and in my blazing wrath I declare, On that day there shall be a great earthquake 
in the land of Israel. ,,,And the mountains shall be thrown down, and the cliffs shall fall, 
and every wall shall tumble to the ground. 21 I will summon a sword against Gog on all 
my mountains, declares the Lord God. Every man’s sword will be against his brother. 22 
With pestilence and bloodshed I will enter into judgment with him, and I will rain upon 
him and his hordes and the many peoples who are with him torrential rains and 
hailstones, fire and sulfur. 23 So I will show my greatness and my holiness and make 
myself known in the eyes of many nations. Then they will know that I am the Lord. 

Did you notice the countries or lands that are missing? There is no mention of Israel's 
immediate neighbors, Egypt, Syria, Jordan or Iraq.  Perhaps they were part of the peace 
treaty on Israel's side. Perhaps they are part of the "many peoples with you" in verse 6. 

Regardless it is clear that Russia will have at least 5 allies: Turkey, Iran, Libya, Sudan, and 
the Central Asian nations of the former Soviet Union. 

Can you imagine how hopeless it will seem for Israel? All of these nations devoted to 
their destruction? 

Although there is a peace treaty between the Reborn Roman Empire and Israel, they do 
not seem to be allies. They agreed not to invade them but don't seem to respond when 
they are invaded. No one will come to the aid of Israel and it will seem impossible for 
them to survive. Yet God will supernaturally protect Israel by wiping out the armies of 
Russia and the Islamic coalition. 

This battle it seems launches the Antichrist into unchallenged World Power. 

The destruction of Russian and almost all of the Islamic Nations will leave a huge power vacuum 
in the World and the Antichrist will be positioned to dominate. 

He will likely take credit for the destruction of Russia and Islamic partners. Claiming that God 
removed the intolerant Christians and now has ushered in punishment on the other religion 
of intolerance. 

He may even claim to have some powerful weapon that protected Israel. Either way he 
will seize the moment and spin it to his advantage. 

it is the collapse of Russia and this coalition that makes the global empire possible. 

Timeline Leave Up For the first 3.5 years things will seem to calm down and the Jewish nation, 
now free of the Islamic issue will be able to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem with the blessing of 
the Antichrist. 
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Many Jewish people and Gentiles will see the Antichrist as the promised Messiah because 
He brings peace to the World, removes intolerance including anti-Semitism, and rebuilds the 
Jewish Temple and allows sacrifices once again. 

There will be 144K Jewish Witnesses who are sealed and protected by God to share the 
good news of Jesus with the Jewish People. They will be supported and perhaps led by 
two witnesses at the temple during the first half of the tribulation. 

He will begin to establish a one-world government, economy, and religion aided by his 
henchmen, the false prophet. At the 3.5 year mark, the Antichrist will declare himself as the 
Messiah and God. He will seem to resurrect from a head wound and claim to be God. He will 
desecrate the temple in Jerusalem by setting himself up in the Holy of Holies and demand 
universal worship. This is called the "abomination of desolation" He will demand that everyone 
take the mark of the beast which is 666. It is this moment that Jesus warned about in His Olivet 
Discourse 

The Antichrist will at this time silence the 2 Witnesses for Christ. He will appear to kill the 
two witnesses. The Bible says that they will lay dead in public for days and then miraculously 
resurrect in a manner that the whole world will see. 

Throughout the 7 years of Tribulation, the seals and bowl judgments of Christ are being 
poured out on the world. Each one trying to get people to turn back to Christ and recognize 
the true Messiah. 

Two great events bring the Tribulation to a close....The War of Armageddon and the Second Coming 
of Christ. 

The Second Coming of Christ....Jesus literally and physically returns to earth on the Mount of 
Olives. 

Zechariah 14:4 (ESV) — 4 On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies 
before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west 
by a very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other 
half southward. 

MAP Tell of the Fault Line Through Mount of Olives 

 

Ezekiel 47:9–10 (ESV) 

9 And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be very 

many fish. For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything 

will live where the river goes. 10 Fishermen will stand beside the sea. From Engedi to Eneglaim it 

will be a place for the spreading of nets. Its fish will be of very many kinds, like the fish of the 

Great Sea. 

PHOTO EnGedi 

 

 

PHOTO Engedi 2  
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Matthew 24:26–28 (ESV) — 26 So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not 
go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning 
comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
28 Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. 

Matthew 24:29–31 (ESV) — 29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will appear in heaven the sign of 
the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son 
of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he will send 
out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

Jesus' second coming will be an army of believers...us. The angels will gather up those 
tribulation saints who came to believe in Jesus after the rapture. Jesus will bring them to 
join us. 

The Antichrist will lead the armies of the world against Israel with genocidal intent. Jesus will 
return to earth accompanied by the armies of Heaven. The armies will not fight. Jesus will 
decimate them by simply speaking. 

Daniel 7 speaking of the Antichrist...26 But the court shall sit in judgment, and his dominion 
shall be taken away, to be consumed and destroyed to the end. 27 And the kingdom and the 
dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High; his kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him.’ 

Jesus will seize the Antichrist and the False Prophet and cast them into the lake of fire. 

During the second coming the Old Testament saints and believers who died during the 
Tribulation will be resurrected. 

Timeline Leave Up 

The end of the Tribulation Period brings about the One Thousand Year Reign of Christ called the 
Millennial Era. 

During these one thousand years, Christ will reign in peace and prosperity, fulfilling God’s 
original plan for creation. Believers who survive the Tribulation, both Jews and Gentiles, will 
enter the messianic kingdom in their natural human bodies and will have children and populate 
the kingdom. Those on earth when Christ returns who do not trust in Him will be cast into hell. 
Meanwhile, Satan and his minions will be bound in the abyss. At the end of the Millennium, 
Satan will be released for a brief period of time to lead a final rebellion against Christ. Then he 
will be defeated and cast into the lake of fire for eternity. 
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The Final Judgment 

Christ will sit on the Great White Throne  and all UNBELIEVERS from every age will be 
resurrected and assembled before Him to be judged. This is called the final resurrection. Those 
will be judged according to their deeds and since they rejected Jesus as the Messiah, their 
names will not be in the Book of Life and they will be consigned to the Lake of Fire forever. 

The Eternal State 

The final state of God's prophetic program will be ushered in with the destruction of the present 
heaven and earth and the creation of a new heaven and earth. 

The Heavenly city Jerusalem will come down from heaven and sit on the new earth as the 
capital city of the new universe. It will be the size of a continent a 1500 mile cube 

So that is the overview....Should be very interesting. We are seeing signs of it already. 

Turkey which has always been a western ally has become very hostile to the west and much 
more aligned with Islam. 

The large migration of those from Syria and other desert areas into Europe will likely play a 
role in keeping the 10 Roman Countries from getting involved in a war between Islam and 
Israel. We studied the iron and clay not mixing and being unstable a few weeks ago. 

It is not a coincidence that Russia has strong alliances with Iran, many Muslim nations, and the 
forces in Syria that are aligned against the west. They are clearly trying to nuclearize these 
nations. 

Some have suggested that a war between the Greece/West and Iran/Iraq is imminent due 
to the prophecy of Daniel 8. Where  a strong "goat-like" leader from the West, attacks Iran 
and Iraq without touching the ground, suggesting an air attack, subdues those nations and 
establishes a great victory. 

The reemergence of Russia in the last 25 years should be noted as well. After the fall of Russia it 
seemed they had fallen from the world's stage of influence. Yet today, they are a key player in 
almost every world headline discussion. 

In addition, Russia is emerging as a strong ally of some Muslim nations as we are seeing in 
Syria today. 

Jewish people are preparing for the prophesied third temple. They are beginning to stockpile 
resources, temple ornaments, and animals for sacrifice. They are attempting to identify priests 
and others essential to the operation of a temple in Jerusalem. 

A group of leading Israeli rabbis see in US President-elect Donald Trump and Russia 
President Vladimir Putin echoes of King Cyrus of Persia, who 2,500 years ago assisted the 
Jewish people in rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem. Prof. Rabbi Hillel Weiss, a spokesman 
for the Sanhedrin, a modern effort to revive the ancient Jewish religious court, noted in 
remarks reported by Israel National News: The Sanhedrin sent letters to both Trump and 
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Putin urging them to work together to fulfill a project that will benefit all mankind - the 
rebuilding of the Holy Temple atop Jerusalem’s hotly contested Temple Mount. Both leaders 
have expressed support for Jewish claims to Jerusalem, though Trump has certainly been 
the most vocal of the two. At any rate, Israel is “poised to rebuild the Temple,” Weiss 
insisted. 

Another group, the Temple Institute, has been actively pushing to obtain the temple 
elements, recreated the holy altar, drew up architectural plans, raised and has begun raising 
the sacred red heifers needed for ceremonial purposes in Israel. 

Like I have said...signs signs everywhere a sign. 

Let's Pray 

 


