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When Will the Believing Be Leaving? 

Ok so lets get this right. One day...in a blink of an eye....people are going to just vanish....one minute 
here...next minute gone. Their clothes crumped on the floor. No warning signs, No aura, just gone. And 
it will only be believers...right? 

Think about what you are saying. Airplanes fall from the sky, surgeries stop mid cut, cars without 
drivers, family members gone. No explanation. No understanding. People just vanished. 

According to a 2004 Newsweek Poll, 55% of Americans believe that the faithful will be taken up 
to Heaven in the Rapture. Today that number is suposedly 40%. Worldwide the number is about 
12%. So why is there disagreement? Where does the idea of a rapture come from? 

A recent poll of 1000 Senior Pastors indicate that 1 in 4 do not believe in a literal rapture. 1% 
believe the rapture has already happened and 4%....wait for it....say that they have no idea. 
No one surveyed me, but I am stunned how easily pastors dismiss the Word of God. 

So where does this crazy idea come from? Did people just dream it up? Wishful thinking to get us out of 
sinful world? A grasp for hope of being rescued form this world? 

1 Corinthians 15:50–51 (ESV) — 50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. 
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

Paul is speaking to the Brothers- believers. He is saying that our bodies, our flesh, is dying 
away....it is full of disease and under the curse of sin...it has death as its destination. What is 
dying cannot inherit what is eternal. 

In other words, we cannot go to heaven in our fallen state or our fallen bodies. When we 
accepted Jesus as our savior, we received the Holy Spirit and are now eternal spiritually. But 
our bodies are destined for the grave. 

Paul says, I am going to tell you a mystery. A mystery Biblically is not a riddle and it is not 
something that you can figure out on your own. In the Biblical sense, a mystery is simply a thing 
to be understood by spiritual, rather than by merely human perception. Paul will tell the 
Corinthian Christians something they could not have known by reason or research. They could 
not have known this unless God revealed it to them. 

Then he says we shall not all sleep. Sleep was a word used by Christians to denote those 
who have died as believers. Their soul went to heaven to be with Jesus, but their bodies are 
asleep. They are waiting to be awoken by Jesus when He returns. Paul is telling them that 
not all of us are going to die. We shall not all sleep. 

There is no way we could know this if God had not revealed it to us. We can't figure this 
out on our own. It takes Supernatural revelation- thus I tell you a mystery. 

You can imagine...Paul now has their full attention. People are being martyred....every 
believer at that time must have thought that their destiny was martyrdom. Death was 
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almost expected. And then Paul says....there will be a final generation who will be 
transformed into their resurrection bodies before they ever face death. 

You can almost hear them now....How is that going to happen? 

1 Corinthians 15:52 (ESV) — 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 

In a split second....as fast a blink.....the last trumpet will sound....and the dead will be raised and 
other believers will be changed. 

It will occur instantaneously in a flash....it will be unobservable to the human eye. 

There will come a day when in God’s eternal plan, He gives those dead in the Lord their 
resurrection bodies, and then in an instant He gathers all His people to meet Jesus in the air. All 
the redeemed on the earth at that time will rise up to meet the Lord in the clouds, and will 
receive their resurrection bodies. 

Ok so lets make sure we don't get confused here. Those who are in Christ....those who have 
surrendered their lives to Christ. Those who have heard what Jesus did on the cross and 
accepted His sacrifice in their place. These are thus New Testament Believers. 

Many of them have died...or fallen asleep...or are living in the comma. Their life is not 
over they are just living in a new state. Their Spirit or Soul is with Jesus. 

2 Corinthians 5:6–8 (NASB95) — 6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and 
knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord— 7 for we 
walk by faith, not by sight— 8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be 
absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. 

Paul is clear that when our Spirit exits our human body we are instantaneously with the 
Lord. Either the present dead in Christ are with the Lord in a spiritual body, awaiting 
their final resurrection body; or because of the nature of timeless eternity, they have 
received their resurrection bodies already because they live in the eternal “now.” 

Those who have died in Christ...will rise first. We see this further explained by Paul in a letter that he 
wrote to the Thessalonians. They were concerned about loved ones who loved Jesus but have died. 
They needed to know what happens to them. They needed hope 

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (ESV) — 13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about 
those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 

Same context...what is going to happen? 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 (ESV) — 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
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Paul reiterates that those who have died are with Jesus. For those who believe, to  be 
separate from the body is to be present with Jesus. Paul says that there will be a day when 
Jesus along with all the believers who have died will come back. 

The Thessalonians were concerned that when they died their loved ones may not be 
there to receive them. They thought that they may be in some kind of suspended 
spiritual state...but Paul says no. they are coming back and will be with Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 4:15 (ESV) — 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we 
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. 

Paul says we declare to you a  word from the Lord. In other words this is a mystery...a 
supernatural revelation from God...it is not what we think will happen or what we hope will 
happen....God has specifically revealed this to us. 

He addresses two groups...those who have died and those who are alive on that day. 
Those who have died will be with Jesus and those who are alive will go to be with Jesus. 
And if we are alive at that time we will go after those who have fallen asleep. 

So you can almost hear them again...How is that going to happen? 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 (ESV) — 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 

Note the Lord will descend from Heaven with the voice of an archangel and the sound of the 
trumpet. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

During the Civil War a group of soldiers had to spend a winter night without tents in an 
open field in Manasas. One year earlier the first battle of the Civil war was there. Bodies 
were buried in shallow graves but many were visible. That night many soldiers had to 
sleep amongs the unearthed remains on the same battlefied. During the night it snowed 
several inches, and at dawn the chaplain reported a strange sight. The snow–covered 
soldiers looked like the mounds of new graves, and when the bugle sounded 
reveille....when the trumpet sounded...men all at once together...... immediately rose 
from each mound of snow, dramatically reminding the chaplain of this passage from 1 
Corinthians. 

1 Thessalonians 4:17–18 (ESV) — 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 
Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

We who are alive...will be caught up. The word used in greek was Harpazo (Hapr-AH-zo) it 
means to snatch away, to seize away.... 

So word Rapture is not found in the ancient Greek Bible...at least until the Bible was 
translated into Latin. It wasn't until about 405AD that the Bible was translated into 
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Latin.  In this translation of the Bible called the Vulgate the word harpazo is 
rapturus...where we get the term rapture. 

Notice that Jesus descended from Heaven but note where He is located....not on earth...not 
on the Mount of Olives as promised....but rather in the clouds. 

Timeline 

Simply stated, the Rapture of the church, which is the first phase of Christ’s coming, is the 
intersection of two events: the resurrection of the dead, specifically only believers, and the 
transformation of living believers. They will all be immediately together in Jesus’ glorious presence, 

When we speak of Jesus's Second Coming we are really talking about one event that happens in 
two phases. In both cases, Jesus will descend from Heaven. The Rapture is the first phase where 
Jesus will descend to the clouds. The second phase is the literal return of Jesus to earth...This 
second phase will occur at the end of the tribulation period when Jesus returns physically to 
earth, stands on the Mount of Olives and leads His army to destroy the Antichrist at 
Armageddon. 

When the Rapture occurs, Jesus will descend from heaven, accompanied by the perfected 
spirits of believers who have died. He will resurrect their bodies, now glorified, and the 
spirits of believers will be clothed with their new bodies. 

At the Rapture the soul and body, which “falls asleep” at death, will be reunited. The 
separation of body from spirit will be forever reversed. According to our verse, the Lord 
will bring the perfected spirit of each believer from heaven when He comes, and the 
body of each believer will be raised up incorruptible, immortal, and imperishable to 
meet his or her spirit in the air and be united forever. 

To better understand this, lets make sure that we understand death. Death in the Bible always 
means separation and never annihilation. People when they die do not cease to exist. Their 
spirits go on. 

Remember that death was brought in only because of sin. It was not God's original plan for 
us....But sin is so despicable in the presence of God's holiness...that every bit of it had to be 
eradicated before we could reestablish our standing and relationship with God. 

When Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, they died spiritually. That is, they 
were suddenly separated from God. From that point on, every person was born into this 
world spiritually dead or separated from God 

So non believers are dead spiritually from birth. Those who surrender to Jesus are 
spiritually born again- the Spirit that could not inhabit their body in their fallen sinful 
state can....because of the blood of Jesus...be given back to us and we become 
Spiritually alive again. The problem is that our bodies under the weight of sin and 
disease and headed to death cannot go with our Spirit. So death is a separation of our 
decaying spiritual bodies....a temporary tent....from our Spirit. 
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So when a believer dies or "falls asleep" their physical body is buried or cremated and 
their Spirit goes immediately to heaven if the person is a believer in Christ. So their is a 
time for believers in heaven where they live as Paul calls it "naked" 

2 Corinthians 5:1–5 (ESV) — 1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed 
by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we 
groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further 
clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us 
for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

But the Bible is clear that once a believer dies, his or her soul goes immediately in the 
conscious presence of the Lord. 

Luke 23:41–43 (ESV) —  42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” 

Acts 7:55–60 (ESV) — 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, I see 
the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”....... 59 And 
as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

2 Corinthians 5:8 (ESV) — 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away 
from the body and at home with the Lord. 

Philippians 1:23 (ESV) — 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart 
and be with Christ, for that is far better. 

The Rapture will occur in a split second. Suddenly, corpses all over the world will be raised 
and reunited with perfected spirits, and living believers everywhere will be caught up to 
heaven and transformed body, soul, and spirit. The Rapture will shock the world. It will 
change everything. 

Crazy right? Many people find this idea- the instant disappearance of millions of people- 
difficult to accept. You will hear them say...nothing like that has ever happened before. 

We speak all the time about foreshadowing in the Bible....How God gives us a glimpse of 
things that are like future events....For example I believe Hitler is a foreshadowing of the 
Antichrist...World leader, came from nowhere, thought he was a god, hated the 
Jews....The entire Old Testament is a foreshadowing of Jesus 

So it is not surprising that we see glimpses of the rapture in Scripture...let me show you 
a few... 

Genesis 5:24 (ESV) — 24 Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him. 
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2 Kings 2:10–11 (ESV) — Elijah speaking.....10 And he said, “You have asked a hard 
thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you 
do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11 And as they still went on and talked, behold, 
chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven. 

Speaking of Jesus and His ascension into Heaven..Revelation 12:5–6 (ESV) — 5 She gave 
birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child 
was caught up to God and to his throne, 6 and the woman fled into the wilderness, 
where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days... 

So by studying these episodes that foreshaow the rapture....we can know three things 
about how to look at the final rapture of the Church. 

1) Literal. The Rapture of the church won’t be a symbolic event. Given the literal 
fulfillment for the six raptures that have occurred, we can know the final, future one will 
be literally fulfilled as well. 

2) Physical Transfer. In each of the historical raptures, people were physically 
transferred from one location to another. Five of the six involved a transfer from earth 
to heaven. Philip was moved from one place on earth to another. 

3) Sudden. All of the historical raptures happened suddenly with little warning. Enoch is 
a perfect example. He was there and then “he was not.” This will be the case with the 
Rapture of the church. 

Ok Enoch seems to have been in some form raptured. Elijah was caught up to heaven 
and later appeared with Moses to Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. Note that 
Elijah is in many ways a foreshadowing of our rapture. He did not die, He was caught up 
in Spirit to heaven. He appears in bodily form with Jesus and Moses as witnessed by 
Peter, James and John. 

Paul spoke of the rapture to those who were worried about loved ones who had died. 
Jesus, Himself, was taken up to heaven and was the first fruit of the resurrection. 

But did Jesus talk about the rapture at all? I mean something this unusual....this mystery 
Paul called it...Surely such an important event was foretold by Jesus too right? 

The concept of believers being caught up to heaven without dying was a brand-new truth. It was a 
mystery. It was foreshadowed in the Old Testament, but it was hidden in God until he revealed it 
through Paul. The Lord unveiled more details of His glorious mystery through Paul: an entire generation 
of believers will be instantly transformed without tasting physical death and Yes, Jesus spoke specifically 
about it. 

Matthew 24:36–44 (ESV) — 36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
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marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39 and they were 
unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

40 Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will be 
grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not 
know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had 
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would 
not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

Two people then one.  The Greek word here means to be taken into fellowship. Note that 
there were two...one was taken...and only one is left. Jesus says that just as in the day of 
Noah....validating by the way the historical truth of the Ark....but noting that they were 
unaware until it happened. Also note that Jesus is very specific here. The rapture is for all 
believers. Note two men in the field....Two women grinding at the mill.....very unusual to 
make a specific statement about women, but that is who Jesus is. 

Millions of believers will be clothed in their new, glorified bodies in the time it takes to blink one’s 
eye. This is the thrilling mystery of the Rapture. We may be the terminal generation. We may be the 
ones who experience this breathtaking event! Think what it would be for all eternity to be part of 
the generation that never experienced the sting of death. “Amen! Come, Lord Jesus.” 

Even when we believe it will happen, it still blows our minds....What will that be like? We stand 
much like Mary when she was told that she would birth the Messiah as a virgin. She trusted God 
and knew that what He said would happen would happen...but she asked...."HOW can this be?" 
That is our response to the supernatural things of God.  Not doubt but rather fascination. 

The Rapture will occur and it will clearly be super natural.  Jesus will descend to the 
clouds...note not to the earth yet... and everyone who shares His life will fly up to meet Him. All 
who are “in Christ” will be caught up to meet Him in the air. Those who don’t know Him, who 
don’t share His life, will be left behind. 

We are going to spend two more weeks going into the details of the rapture and I will explain why I 
believe it is both literal and imminent. But we need to make sure we are all clear about the three types 
of believers and who actually gets raptured. 

Overview of the End Times Slide 

If you think about it, there are three types of believers in Jesus Christ. 

One group lived in the Old Testament times and believed in the promise of the Messiah to 
come. These include all the people we read about prior to Jesus' arrival on earth. Abraham, 
Moses, David, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Elisha, Daniel, Joseph, everyone who trusted that Messiah was 
coming. 

They have died and their Spirits are with Jesus. These people are referred to as Old Testament 
Saints or Old Testament Believers. 
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The second group of Believers are those who came to believe in Jesus while He was on earth or 
during the church age those who believed because of their testimony. That would include all of 
us. All of the disciples, Paul, all the believers in Acts, Romans and up until today. These believers 
are called Church Age Believers and are uniquely called the Bride of Christ. 

The third group are those who will come to believe in Jesus after the rapture and during the 
tribulation. These are not called the Bride of Christ but rather are called Tribulation Saints. 

Now it is important to note that all believers in all three groups are instantly with Jesus when we 
die. Our physical bodies cease to be, but our soul spirit is instantly in the presence of the Lord. 
This is true for all three groups and all believers. 

Our Soul is with Jesus but when do we get our resurrection bodies? 

Our souls are all with Jesus in Heaven and we are all promised new resurrection bodies but 
these three groups get them at different times. 

DIAGRAM 

The First to be resurrected was Jesus Himself. He was the first fruit. Immediately after His 
resurrection some of the OT Saints were resurrected and appeared in Jerusalem. 

The first group to receive their resurrection bodies will be us....those of the Church Age. Those 
who are called the Bride of Christ. 

At the rapture we will receive our glorified bodies when we meet Jesus in the Clouds. We are His 
bride and will be fully restored soul and body in that instant. After the rapture, and we will 
discuss this in great detail in the next two weeks, we have a lot to do in Heaven before we 
return with Jesus at His Second Coming. 

The next group to receive their glorified bodies will the Old Testament Saints and they will 
receive their glorified bodies at the end of tribulation when Jesus returns. After He defeats the 
armies of the Anti-Christ  Jesus then resurrects all of the bodies of those Christians who died 
during the Tribulation and all of the Old Testament saints. 

And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that 
time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued. 
And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but 
the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. (NASB) Daniel 12:1-2 

At the end of the Tribulation, we enter the Millennial Kingdom. It will be populated by all those 
who have received glorified bodies (Old Testament Saints, Church Age Saints, and Tribulation 
Martyrs) and Tribulation believers who have not received glorified bodies. 

Those who are alive at the end of the Tribulation will be separated as sheep and goats by Jesus 
to either enter the Millennial Kingdom or to enter into Hell. 

Thus the Millennial Kingdom will be home to all believers from all time. 
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There will be several groups there. Those with resurrected bodies will be us, the Church Age 
Saints who were raptured. All the Old Testament Saints who got their resurrection bodies at the 
second coming. The Tribulation Martyrs who got their resurrection bodies at the Second 
Coming. The Tribulation Saints who survived the tribulation and will enter into the Millennial 
Kingdom in human form. They were welcomed into the kingdom as He separates the sheep and 
the goats. Eventually their children. All in the Millennial Kingdom are believers until they 
replicate. It is their children who will eventually align for one last rebellion at the end of the 
Millennium. 

What about Non Believers? 

The Bible clearly tells us that the bodies of believers AND unbelievers will be resurrected 

John 5:28–29 (ESV) 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the 
tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of 
life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 

Acts 24:14–15 (ESV) 14 But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a 
sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in 
the Prophets, 15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a 
resurrection of both the just and the unjust. 

There seems to be fairly universal agreement that the bodies of unbelievers will not be 
resurrected until after the millennium or 1000 yr reign of Christ, which occurs after the 
Tribulation. When they are raised, they will be judged at the Great White Throne judgment, and 
then cast into the Lake of Fire for eternity 

So you may be wondering...if we are instantly with Jesus when we die, what about those who 
rejected Him? Where do they go between the time that they die physically and they are 
eternally judged at the end of the Millennium? 

Are they in some suspended state, some intermediate holding station, or in Hell? The only 
mention in Scripture seems to be the story of Lazarus and the Rich Man in Luke 16. 

Luke 16:22–24 (ESV) 22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The 
rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and 
saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in 
anguish in this flame.’ 

It is unclear is this text is prescriptive for all non believers who died, but Jesus is clear that for 
this person, He was in Hades and in torment. Clearly before the Great White Throne Judgement 
to come at the End of the Millenium. 

This has led some to believe, including Catholics, that Hades is a temporary holding place for 
non believers. But there is nothing in Scripture to suggest that their ultimate determination can 
be bought or changed by believers who remain on earth. The Scriptures for the most part are 
silent on this point and I think that silence says enough. What do you need to know about non 
believers...they are not with Jesus....that is all that you really need to know. 
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I think we can safely say a few things about non believers at their death. 

First, as requested, they are not with Jesus. 

Second, they are in a place of torment that Jesus called Hades. 

Third, upon their resurrection at the end of the Millennium, they will be cast into the Lake of 
Fire for all of eternity. 

I wish that God....in the Bible...said something different. 

I wish non believers would just cease to exist. Going to a place of eternal separation and fire 
bothers me. I would like for that to not be true. But again, I tend to underestimate the Holiness 
of God....the offense of our sins....and the requirement that He is just in his punishment of the 
rejection of Christ. 

So it doesn't matter what I wish to be true. If you believe the truth about the rapture and 
heaven....then you must accept the truth about the judgment of non believers and Hell. You 
can't choose one without the other. We are not to have faith in our ideas, wishes, or hopes but 
rather on the truth revealed in God's Word. God says they go to Hades and the Lake of Fire....full 
stop. 

So what do we do with all of this? Will you be left behind? Will it really take the rapture to get 
you to finally believe that God is who He says He is and will do what He says He will do? Are you 
going to wait until the rapture? What if you don't survive the rapture? If you have rejected 
Jesus, you might want to make sure that your next pilot is a non-believer, that your surgeon 
doesn't know Jesus and that you are prepping really well for the worst time in human 
history....at least until hell. You need to prep for that too. 

If you survive the rapture are you going to be the one who tells others that your family members 
and friends said this would happen? God's word has not been wrong yet......not once....and the 
rapture is an integral part of His story. 

I want you to know today that you can live free of fear...that death can have no hold on 
you.....that the victory Jesus secured over death is being offered to you too. 

Let me take you back for a moment to the passage that we started with... 

Paul said that we are to encourage one another with these words....Let me show you why 
knowing Jesus brings us so much peace. 

1 Corinthians 15:53–55 (ESV) — 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, 
and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 

1 Corinthians 15:56–57 (ESV) — 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 
But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Think about what Paul is saying here....If you believe in Jesus your will never die. 
Never....Never...In the blink of an eye...your will be in the presence of Jesus...forever. That is the 
destination for all believers...Here one moment and with Jesus the next. Whether we are 
raptured or whether our physical bodies die first...we will be with Jesus. 

Do you know what that means? For believers, Jesus is coming back into your reality in the next 
100 years....guaranteed. 

Either you will be raptured...maybe tonight....or your physical body will die some time in the 
next 75 years. Either way you are with Jesus and death has no hold on you either. 

So what are we to do between now and then? Are we to stop making plans, stop preparing for 
the future....stop living our lives? Let's see what Paul suggested. 

1 Corinthians 15:58 (ESV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

Be steadfast....don't waver from the course God has put in front of you. Prepare for the future, 
prepare yourself, help prepare others. Be immovable.....don't let doubters persuade you....don't 
get complacent....don't be caught off guard. Abound in God's Work- there is a lot to do in the 
last days. And as you get closer and closer to the end of times....be inspired...your work...your 
sacrifice is not in vain. 

God did not tell us about the rapture so that we could be frozen chosen looking to the sky ready 
to fly.... 

He told us so that we would always maintain a life of anticipation, expectation and urgency. If 
we are raptured tonight, who will you wish you would have called the evening? Who needs to 
know that Jesus is coming back? Are you sure that you are ready? 

I don't want anyone to leave today without knowing for sure that you will not be left behind. 
You must know for sure that you have accepted Jesus as your Savior. Some people have 
accepted Jesus with their words but you know your heart wasn't in it. You committed to being 
saved but not really having a Lord and Savior. You want what Jesus promises but really haven't 
embraced Jesus and surrendered to His truth...and His truth includes the rapture, heaven, Hades 
and the Lake of Fire. You embrace Him all or not at all. 

No matter how far you have wandered...you haven't gone too far. Just admit to God what He 
already knows. You have chosen sinful actions...No one is responsible for that except you...No 
excuses...you just have to own your sins....how much they offend our holy God...How God would 
be just in punishing you for all of eternity if you rejected what Jesus did for you. You need to 
confess those sins and promise that with God's help, you will turn from your sinful 
ways...choosing to do life God's way....trusting that Jesus took your place...He took God's wrath 
for your sins...you deserved death...but Jesus overcame it for you.... He took God's wrath for you 
on the cross....every bit of it. All you must do is surrender everything....to Him. 

For the next few moments many need to do some business with God. If you feel God prompting 
you to trust Jesus today...I want you to pray along with me....Just between you and God....no 
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one and nothing else matters in this moment. Your relationship with Jesus must become the 
most important thing in your life. Encourage one another with these words. Let's Pray. 

 

 

 


